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Awareness critical for true count of 
people with disabilities 

 

Activists hope this census will be more 

accurate than 2001 

 

In the 2001 census, it was estimated 
that 1.7 per cent of the population in 
Karnataka was affected by some form 
of disability.  This, when neighbouring 
States such as Kerala and Tamil Nadu 
recorded 2.6 and 2.7 per cent.  
However, it was a moot point whether 
this meant that Karnataka had fewer 
persons with disabilities than other 
States.  Disability rights activists, who 
gathered to discuss strategies to 
sensitise people and enumerators who 
will participate in the ensuing census, 
pointed out that the statistics reflect 
on the poor awareness level in the 
State.  According to data provided by 
the Commissioner of Disabilities, there 
are around 30 lakh persons with 
disabilities in the State. 

The Hindu, September 1. 

 

Protesting nurse injured in ‘acid 
attack’ in Hassan 

A staff nurse at Hassan Institute of 
Medical Sciences, one of the non-
teaching staff members whose 
recruitment were cancelled recently 
was injured in an acid attack at the 
government hospital premises.  The 
protesters alleged she was attacked to 
threaten the protestors. 

The New Indian Express, September 1. 

 

Ex-serviceman held for raping 
mentally ill 

A 53 year old ex-serviceman was 
arrested for allegedly raping a mentally 
retarded girl in Bangalore.  When she 
was subjected to medical examination 
it was found out that she was four 
months pregnant. 

Deccan Herald, September 1. 

 

Dishonoured woman commits 
suicide 

A woman, who was allegedly paraded 
half-naked, assaulted and fined by 
some villagers for reportedly helping a 
couple to elope and then committed 
suicide at her home in Bendalagatti 
village in Hubli. 

The Hindu, September 2. 

 

Bonded labourers, children rescued 
from stone quarry 

The Chickballapur district 
administration has rescued 27 bonded 
labourers, many of them Dalits, and 
15 children who were working in a 
stone quarry in the backward 
Bagepalli taluk.  The labourers, 
including nine women were working in 
‘inhuman’ conditions at the stone 
quarry situated at Malakacheruvapalli 
in the border of Andhra Pradesh. 

The Hindu, September 3. 

 

Police officer dragged on road b y 
colleagues 

People of Uttar Pradesh’s Bareilly town 
witnessed the tragic event when law 
keepers turned law breakers launching 
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a daring attack on their senior officer in broad 
daylight and full public glare. 

 

Superintendent of Police (Traffic) Kalpana Saxena, 
who had launched a drive against extortion of 
money from truck drivers by traffic cops, herself 
became a victim when she caught her subordinates 
extorting brie from the truckers.  The traffic police 
constables pushed the woman police officer and 
tried to flee in a car when the latter caught the trio 
red-handed at a crossing in the town.  When 
Saxena held one of the corrupt officers by his 
collar, the other two pulled up the vehicle’s window 
and sped away dragging the lady officer for some 
distance in full public view. 

Deccan Herald, September 4. 

 

A gender deficit that could haunt us for decades 

In America, when you are around 20 weeks 
pregnant, you go to your obstetrician’s office, 
where an ultrasound technician squirts a puddle of 
cold jelly on your belly, skates a transducer probe 
over the top, and tells you if she can spot a willy or 
not. In India, it’s more complicated.  For starters, 
it’s illegal. According to a 1994 law meant to 
discourage parents from aborting baby girls, any 
doctor who identifies the sex of a fetus will be 
struck off the medical register and face a hefty fine 
and up to three years in prison.  A pregnant 
woman, who undergoes tests to detect the sex of a 
fetus risks imprisonment and fines too. 

 

According to an activist, the most educated 
families tend to have the least number of children.  
And “smaller families come at the expense of girls.  
If parents are going to max out at one or two kids, 
they will make sure they get a son.  But why the 
desperation for baby boys.   First of all, men earn 
more.  Also India has no universal pension system; 
sons are expected to provide for their aging 
parents.  Under India’s inheritance practices, sons 
inherit the family business and the family wealth.  
By contrast, daughters are money pits.  Girl 
children require extra protection, cost extra money, 
and eat the family food, only to be given away to 
another family when they marry.  The cost of that 
wedding is traditionally borne by the bride’s family.  
And then there’s the dowry-the money that a 
bride’s parents must pay the new in-laws.  Among 
the wealthy and educated, this might be enough 
cash to start a business or by a car or an 
apartment.  Among the less educated, it might be 
cattle, jewellery, household appliances. 

 

All this cheap new technology (high-tech 
ultrasounds, chemical abortions) mixed with old 
customs means a gender deficit that could haunt 
India for decades.  Certain areas of northern India 
such as Punjab and Haryana have seen a growth 
in bride trafficking.  Farmers from Punjab may 
travel as far as Kerala in southern India to find 
their brides. 

 

So maybe there’s hope for girls in India?  As the 
Indian economy hurtles forward, isn’t it inevitable 
that more women will enter the workforce in higher
-paying jobs, proving that they, too, should be 
valued? 

Deccan Herald, September 4. 

 

Two huts of Dalits set ablaze 

For refusing to beat drums during a festival at 
Ankahalli village of Gundlupet taluk in 
Chamarajanagar district, where upper castes 
allegedly torched two huts of Dalits.  The “caste” 
Hindus imposed a social boycott on Dalit families 
for refusing to beat drums.  The “caste” Hindus 
even warned people in the neighbouring villages of 
dire consequences if they helped the Dalits.  The 
Dalits had been prevented from praying to the 
village deity even from outside the shrine.  When 
the Dalits complained to the police, they refused to 
register the complaint. 

The Hindu, September 5. 

 

Right to Food Campaign wants APL included in 
PDS 

The steering group of the Right to Food Campaign 
expressed its apprehension about doing away with 
the distribution of subsidized food grains to Above 
Poverty line (APL) beneficiaries under the Public 
Distribution System (PDS, as suggested by the 
Supreme Court. 

 

While welcoming the court order on rotting food 
grains, the campaign that is pressing for universal 
PDS has said that leaving out APL would mean 
that “large numbers of hungry people get left out”. 

 

In a press statement issued, the campaign, a 
conglomeration of non-governmental organizations, 
said: “Limiting the percentage of people covered 
under the BPL to only 36 per cent has meant that 
huge numbers of the hungry get left out.  With the 
present situation of runaway prices of food grains, 
and a nutritional and food emergency situation in 
the country, abolishing a system of subsidized food 
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grains for those who are outside the BPL list will 
result in many going hungry.  Those poor who have 
been excluded from the BPL must have the right to 
avail themselves of the CPL grain, which is at less 
than half the market price of grain.” 

 

Expand storage:  While urging the government to 
double the present procurement of food grains, the 
campaign said that rather than limiting the 
procurement to the current storage capacity, the 
government must go in for the expansion of 
decentralized storage capacity and storage. 

 

If differed with the suggestion for introduction of 
fortified atta in the PDS, as flour has a shelf life of 
only a fortnight, while wheat grains can last up to 
a year.  Replacing wheat with fortified atta will lead 
to more corruption due to central processing of 
wheat by private flour mills. 

 

Referring to the Centre’s decision to release 2.5 
million tons of food grains under the PDS, the 
campaign demanded that this be utilized to expand 
the Antyodaya Anna Yojana in all districts that 
were declared as drought affected during the last 
kharif season or are suffering from drought this 
year. 

 

Priority groups:  It also demanded the extension of 
Antyodaya entitlements to all the priority groups 
without any quota/limit on the number of house 
hold living at the risk of hunger.  This would 
include landless agriculture labourers, marginal 
farmers, rural artisans/craftsmen slum dwellers, 
daily-wage earners, single-women and widows 
headed households, children or terminally-ill 
persons, disabled persons, senior citizens with no 
assured means of subsistence, persons living with 
HIV/AIDS, homeless persons, transgender and all 
primitive tribal households. 

The Hindu, September 5. 

 

 

Company CFO ‘rapes’ woman for two years 

Reluctance to seek police help against sexual 
exploitation at work place cost a manager heavily.  
She was raped by a senior colleague over a period 
of two years threatening her to upload her nude 
pictures on internet. 

Deccan Herald, September 7. 

 

 

Huge inequity in child mortality rates: Survey 

Children from the poorest communities are three 
times more likely to die before they reach the age of 
5 than those from high income groups, Save the 
Children a non-governmental organization has 
said. 

 

In a global report titled A Fair Chance at Life, the 
organisation said the policy to lower child mortality 
in India and elsewhere appeared to focus on 
children from better off communities, leaving out 
those from the most disadvantaged backgrounds. 

 

The 41 percentage decline in child mortality over 
the last two decades masks a dangerous expansion 
of the child mortality gap between the richest and 
poorest families in India.  Child mortality is often 
described as the best barometer of social and 
economic progress.  Despite being one of the 
fastest growing economies, there has been no 
visible pattern between per capita income growth 
and the rate of reduction of child mortality rates.  
In 2008, 5.3 lakh children under 5 died in the 
lowest income quintile in comparison to 1.78 lakh 
among the wealthy quintile.  The rate of  decline 
between 2005-06 and 1997-98 among the lowest 
income quintile is 22.69 per cent, compared to 
34.37 per cent among the high income quintile for 
the same period.  Of the 26 million children born 
in India every year, approximately 1.83 million died 
before their fifth birthday.  What these aggregate 
figures do not reveal are the huge inequities in 
mortality rates across the country, within States 
and between them, as well as between children in 
urban and rural areas. 

 

The under 5 mortality rate in Kerala was 14 deaths 
per 1000 live births.  This stood at a sharp 
contrast to Madhya Pradesh at 92 per 1000 and 91 
per 1000 for Uttar Pradesh. 

Every child has the right to survive and the Indian 
government has an obligation to protect them.  
Save the Children’s research shows that 
prioritizing marginalized and excluded 
communities, especially in the States lagging 
behind, is one of the surest ways that India can 
reduce the number of children dying from easily 
preventable causes.  The National Rural Health 
Mission, for example, should have a clear focus on 
social inclusion of Dalits and adivasis in terms of 
access to healthcare. 

 

Save the Children’s report comes two weeks before 
a high-level U.N. summit in New York from 
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September 20-22 to assess progress against the 
Millennium Development Goals. 

 

By demonstrating a political will and the right 
policies, MDG$ could be achieved in India.  The 
good schemes in place needed to be matched by 
effective implementation.  And there was enough 
experience in India proving that low-cost 
interventions can make the difference between life 
and death for a child. 

The Hindu, September 7. 

 

Urban middle class bats for free food for poor 

Agitated with the thought of India’s image being 
battered with poverty, a majority of Indians wants 
the government to provide free food to people below 
the poverty line. 

 

This was revealed by a survey commissioned by the 
United Nations on people’s perception of poverty in 
India that was conducted in 38 cities across the 
country, which was released at a media roundtable 
on tracking the progress of Millennium 
Development Goals.  Six out of ten respondents 
favoured free distribution of food grains instead of 
letting them rot in government godowns.  Majority 
of urban middle class population seemed to be in 
agreement with the Supreme Court’s direction on 
distribution of food to the poor. 

 

However, the survey was conducted much before 
the apex court’s directive. 

 

According to the survey, two-third urbanites said 
that poverty is that one thing which brings down 
India’s image, although, a robust 41 percent said 
that it is a big problem.  Majority believes that 
poverty, slums and urban squalor are going to be 
here even after 20-25 years from now. When it 
came to common man’s role in eradicating poverty 
from India, one third said that they think they have 
a role to play, but unable to do much about it. 

 

Sixty percent urbanites think that the extent of 
poverty in India is 30 to 50 percent or even more 
than 50 percent.  Majority could not give a clear 
reply when asked about the source of information 
on poverty.  Half of the total respondents clearly 
supported the allegation that middle class Indians 
does not care about poverty. 

 

The first thought when an average Indian talk 
about poverty is the wandering street dwellers, 
with 27 percent giving a nod over it.  Images of 
hungry children came close with almost 24 percent 
discussing about it.  Roadside beggars came third 
in the list with 22 percent.  A robust 56 percent 
feel that technology could be used as one of the 
main tools against poverty.  As good as 65 percent 
urbanites think that even the poor sections of 
society have access to mobile phones and made 
them aware of new development. 

 

As per the survey report, four out of 10 urbanites 
are worried about the malnourished children of 
India and as huge as 30 percent of urbanites do 
not know much about it and actually does not care 
about the same. 

The New Indian Express, September 8 

 

Freedom of expression and the search for truth  

-  Ambrose Pinto S J  

 

The dismissal of Prof T. J. Joseph from service by 
the Cardinal Newman college management is of 
course a harsh action as far as the goals of higher 
education are concerned.  There has been 
condemnation of the action from various quarters. 

 

By dismissing Prof Joseph from service, the college 
management has attacked the freedom of thought 
and expression, the very foundation on which 
universities and colleges are premised.  Joseph is 
faulted for choosing a ‘politically incorrect’ passage 
from a text prescribed by the university in setting a 
question paper. 

 

In politics, commerce and business one needs to 
speak a language different from the classrooms.  If 
one is politically found wrong, he may not win the 
elections and for traders there may not be profits.  
There is no such imposition of norms on teachers 
since the very purpose of their existence is to assist 
the young to discover the truth. 

 

Prof Joseph’s explanation on his question had 
clarified the issue.  But those with vested interest 
have twisted facts.  The teachers and non-teaching 
staff of his college and Nirmala College, 
Muvattupuzha, have rightly protested by going on 
mass leave against the move.  Surprisingly, the 
students of the college had also joined their 
teachers in protest.  The teachers’ union in Kerala 
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has announced its decision to take out a march to 
the Newman College on Sept 14.  The message in 
the protests is clear: The Civil society is not happy 
with the dismissal. 

 

As far as universities and colleges are concerned 
what is at stake is freedom of thought, expression 
and tolerance, key components for the growth of 
knowledge.  Institutes of higher education cannot 
be treated as glorified high schools where facts are 
presented and repeated by students. 

 

They have to generate new knowledge and students 
need to reflect to arrive at the truth.  There cannot 
be fixed answers to questions.  Speech at times can 
be harmful.  What kind of speech is harmful?  Hate 
speech, speech aimed at divisiveness and speech 
with pre-determined purpose of hurting individuals 
and communities is harmful and needs to be 
regulated.  Prof Joseph cannot be accused of any of 
these. 

 

Other kinds of speech and expression should not 
be regulated if we desire to bring out thinking 
people from institutions of higher learning.  We live 
in a world of pluralism.  Life is an encounter with 
enormous diversity.  People hold different views, 
opinions, beliefs and practices.  While respecting 
all those, freedom of thought and expression helps 
to confront our own narrow world with what others 
are saying and tolerate views not keeping with our 
own.  How else can we build a tolerant society? 

 

Centres of higher education are meant to help 
young people to enter into a world of critical 
thought.  Unless and until they are presented with 
different world-views, they will not be able to arrive 
at choices.  Tolerance of free speech helps to realize 
that no one has the right to impose their way of 
living on anyone else. 

 

Unacceptable in a democracy:  Causing physical 
harm for expressing one’s views or dismissing an 
employee for expression of thought is totally 
unacceptable in a democracy.  Thinking and 
expressing are not anti-democratic activities.  
There is a rule of law in this country.  The least 
that was expected from those who chopped the 
hand of the professor was to take him to court and 
the court could have decided if he was guilty.  Not 
to abide by the rule of law is an attack on 
democracy. 

 

We may have strong objections to someone’s 
expressions but nobody has a right to impose their 
ideas on the rest.  Why did the management act in 
the way it has aced?  Is it the fear, insecurity or 
pure opportunism?  Without free expression, 
society as a whole would remain bereft of the truth.  
It is only through the free exchange of ideas and 
opinions between dissenting individuals that the 
truth or falsity of an opinion can be ascertained. 

 

The first issue is whether what the question the 
lecturer asked was defamatory.  To deny even 
hearing him or to attribute motives in spite of an 
explanation by the professor would mean that 
society hardly cares for the truth.  It is only 
through listening to divergent opinions, free and 
frank discussions, truth can be arrived at.  Some 
others may argue that truth is not so important 
than maintaining peace.  What kind of peace do we 
desire to maintain in a democratic society?  Peace 
cannot be at the expense of opportunism in any 
society.  Without freedom of speech and 
expression, there cannot be a vibrant democratic 
system. 

 

That is why in liberal democracies free speech 
must enjoy state protection.  Any restrictions by 
groups of any kind would violate individual rights.  
When individual thought is attacked, in a liberal 
democracy, the state has to side by the individual 
instead of remaining as a silent spectator and 
punish those who indulge in physical violence. 

 

What we need to challenge at this juncture are the 
silent prejudices, the unspoken hatred and the 
inaudible threats.  If these are allowed t 
accumulate they may destroy the very foundation 
of our democracy. 

 

(The writer is the principal of St. Joseph’s College, 

Bangalore) 

Deccan Herald, September 9. 

 

 

Man chops off ex-wife’s nose in Uttar Pradesh 

Miffed over a dispute relating to custody of his 
child a man chopped off the nose of his former wife 
in Haldergarh area of the district in Barabanki. 

The New Indian Express, September 9. 
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17-month-old child abused 

A 17-month-old girl was sexually abused by a 30-
year-old man at an isolated place in Arafat Nagar, 
Bangalore. 

The Hindu, September 9 

 

Person in charge of child protection turns 
violator 

In an apparent case of a person appointed to 
protect the rights of children himself turning an 
offender, a member of the Child Welfare Committee 
II of the Bangalore Urban district has been charged 
with misbehaving with girl children brought before 
him for inquiry. 

The Hindu, September 9. 

 

HC says domestic violence law cannot be used 
against women 

In a judgment that is likely to further intensify the 
debate on the scope of the Domestic Violence Act, 
2005, the Karnataka High Court ruled that female 
members of the husband’s family cannot be 
prosecuted under the Act.  It says the Act is meant 
to protect women. 

 

The Ministry of Women and Child Development, 
too, favours a progressive interpretation of the law. 

The New Indian Express, September 10 

 

Boyfriend forces early delivery, sells baby 

A 22-year-old woman from Bangalore has accused 
her boyfriend and his family of making false 
promises of marriage and selling their baby after a 
forced caesarean delivery. 

The New Indian Express, September 10 

 

Married man throws acid on a widow 

A widowed woman from Tumkur, Karnataka, was 
reportedly attacked with acid by a married man 
after she refused to marry him. 

The New Indian Express, September 10 

 

Robber cuts old woman’s tongue 

A 94-year-old woman from Bangalore thwarted a 
robbery attempt in her house.  However, she 
suffered a cut on her tongue while trying to catch 
the accused. 

The Hindu, September 10 

Minor girl allegedly raped by constable 

A minor girl was allegedly raped by a constable at 
Ahiapur Police station in Muzaffarpur after she had 
lost her way to maternal grandmother’s house. 

The New Indian Express, September 11. 

 

Woman beaten to death 

Bangalore: A 21-year-old woman, who was 
allegedly beaten to death by a group of eight 
women, all hailing from the family of a man with 
whom the woman’s sister had eloped. 

The Hindu, September 13 

 

Youth assaulted for ‘speaking to Hindu girl’ 

A youth was allegedly assaulted and stripped by a 
group of 40 Hindu boys at Pathway in Puttur taluk 
for speaking to a Girl. 

The Hindu, September 17, 2010 

 

Contract workers denied basic rights 

The All India United Trade Union Centre held a 
convention at Bangalore, discussing issues faced 
by contract workers.  They spoke about lack of 
proper wages, job security and basic benefits for 
contract employees. 

The Hindu, September 15 

 

Teacher held for molestation 

A school teacher has been arrested on charges of 
molesting a 13-year-old girl in Mysore. 

Deccan Herald, September 15. 

 

15-year-old beaten to death 

A 15-year-old student was assaulted to death by 
two unidentified  motorcycle riders in Bangalore. 

The New Indian Express, September 16 

 

Woman tortures daughter 

A woman from Nellore, allegedly tortured her six-
year-old daughter thinking she may come in the 
way of her love affair. 

Deccan Herald, September 16 

 

Child rights cells to stop use of cane in schools 

The National Commission for Protection of Child 
Rights (NCPCR) has proposed setting up of an 
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independent Child Rights Cell in every school to 
protect students from corporal punishment. The 
Commission has set up an expert committee to 
frame guidelines for school managements in the 
context of prohibition of “physical punishment and 
mental harassment” in the newly-introduced 
Rights to Education Act. 

 

The NCPCR, along with state units, would monitor 
the implementation of the RTE Act.  “There should 
be independent Child Rights Cell in every school, 
which will have representatives from management, 
teachers, students, alumni and also a child rights 
expert”. 

 

“Complaint boxes will be kept in strategic locations 
inside school compounds and the cell should meet 
at least once in a month to look into these 
complaints.  The boxes should be opened during 
the meetings of the cell, which should hear the 
grievances of students and parents, and ensure 
that no one is harassed for making the complaints.  
It should also ensure that adequate steps are 
taken to prevent corporal punishment and oversee 
steps taken by schools to improve basic amenities 
like clean toilets and provision of drinking water. 

 

The school managements are also expected to 
amend their rules and change Staff Service Rules 
and Regulations in tune with the RTE, once 
guidelines are drawn up by the expert committee. 
The Act says no child will be detained in any class 
and infliction of corporal punishment is to be 
treated as a grave misconduct that will invite major 
penalties.  Also, manipulation or putting pressure 
on students to testify in favor of the school should 
also be treated as a misconduct and invite 
penalties. 

 

The Act also stipulates that the school 
managements should constitute Parent-Teacher 
Association for every class and hold meetings at 
least once in two months.  Attendance of parents 
should be made mandatory for 75 per cent of such 
meetings. 

Deccan Herald, September 16 

 

Harassed woman kills husband  

Frustrated by constant harassment, a 26 –year-old 
housewife bludgeoned her alcoholic husband to 
death in Bangalore. 

Deccan Herald, September 17 

 

Youth hacks sister to death in UP 

A youth allegedly hacked his younger sister to 
death at a village in Lakhimpur Kheri district of 
Uttar Pradesh for the sake of family honour. 

Deccan Herald, September 17. 

 

Trade in human lives: The need to change 
existing anti-trafficking laws in India is urgent 

 

Slavery, alive and kicking 

 

Hundreds of thousands of children, young 

women and men have vanished from their 

homes – driven by violence into a hellish 

existence of forced labour and prostitution.  

They are a profitable commodity in the multi-

billion-dollar industry of modern slavery.  This 
is labeled “human trafficking” and it is all 

happening in our country. 

- Pronab Mohanty 

 

Human trafficking has been defined in a wide 
variety of ways, but the one commonly used is the 
United Nations definition, namely, the recruitment, 
transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of 
persons by means of threats, use of force, coercion, 
abduction, fraud, and deception for abuse or 
exploitation. 

 

Human trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery.  
After drug dealing, human trafficking is estimated 
to be tied with the illegal arms trade as the second 
largest organized criminal industry in the world, 
and is regarded as the fastest growing. 

 

In India the definition of Trafficking is conflated 
with exploitation for commercial sex trade, but 
victims may end up in a variety of illegal trades, 
including indentured agricultural work, domestic 
servitude, factory labour, begging/street peddling, 
construction work, circuses, criminal activities, sex 
tourism, adoption rackets, camel jockeying and 
even in exotic trades like the ‘Devadasi’ system. 

 

After being trafficked, the victims lose their basic 
rights and their exploiters use violent and coercive 
methods to control them which may include 
beatings, burnings, rape and starvation, 
confinement in isolation, psychological abuse, 
inducing drug or alcohol dependency, withholding 
travel documents, debt bondage, threats of 
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deportation, threats against the victim’s family or 
friends etc. 

 

It has been estimated in the Trafficking in Persons 
(TIP) reports that as many as 800000 persons, 
overwhelmingly minors, are trafficked within India.  
Cases of persons being ‘procured’ from 
neighbouring countries like Nepal, Bangladesh and 
Myanmar are increasing.  Incidences of persons 
being trafficked out of India, especially to the Gulf 
countries, are also on the rise. 

 

Trafficking has not generated enough heat in the 
discussion circles compared to say, terrorism or 
money laundering.  This is not surprising given the 
socio-economic back-ground of the victims, all of 
whom are poor, illiterate and socially under 
privileged.  Crimes of this genre often go 
unreported or are deliberately ignored.  The net 
result has been the unremitting and inhuman 
exploitation of minors in plain sight.  This abuse 
leads the victims to distrust outsiders; especially 
the law enforcement agencies and many do not 
identify themselves as victims; or blame themselves 
for their predicament. 

 

The Indian viewpoint of trafficking as an offence 
ending in exploitation for commercial sex has 
influenced the law makers as well.  Thus the law 
most commonly invoked to deal with crimes of this 
nature is the Immoral Trafficking (Prevention) Act 
(ITPA) of 1986.  This follows a similar legislation 
called the Suppression of Immoral Trafficking Act 
(SITA) passed in 1956.  Other laws used are the 
Bonded Labour (Abolition) Act 1976, Child Labour 
Act 1986, Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 
Children) Act 2006, the Goa and Maharashtra 
Children Acts, 2003 etc. 

 

One of the problems with these enactments has 
been the lack of a unified definition of trafficking.   
Instead, there is a propensity to define trafficking 
in bits and pieces depending on the fate of the 
victim, i.e. trafficking for sexual exploitation or 
trafficking for bonded labour.  This has resulted in 
the focus shifting away from the process and 
patterns of forced displacement by organized gangs 
to the end use.  Another problem has been the 
skewed emphasis on enforcement and not 
protection of the victim or prevention. 

 

Skewed emphasis: In the field of commercial sex 
trafficking, the focus of the Indian Laws, especially 
the ITPA has been to penalize the offenders, mainly 

the commercial sex workers soliciting in ‘public 
places’ or occasionally pimps and brothel keepers. 

 

There is little by way of identifying how the victim 
got trafficked and transported to her present place 
of work.  As a result, the trafficking rings continue 
their sinister work unabated.  The victims who are 
often picked up by the law enforcement agencies 
suffer double punishment, having first been 
trafficked and then having been penalized.  These 
bookings are treated as no more than statistical 
highlights.  The victim is forced to return to her 
trade and the vicious chain remains unbroken. 

 

In recent times there has been some churning in 
the minds of the policy makers over the question of 
punishing the victims.  There is also a debate over 
legalizing or at least decriminalizing commercial 
sex work.  Proponents of this step argue that 
through legalization, sex workers can have 
unhindered access to public health facilities and 
will be safe from repeated harassment by the police 
and may even be able to assert independence from 
their handlers.  On the other hand, opponents of 
the move feel that with recognition a whole new 
mafia may emerge in the racket of controlling 
licenses.  It has been the common perception in 
India that legislations are not easy to implement.  
If anything, new laws imply more red-tapism and 
obfuscation.  Legalisation, therefore, is not likely to 
improve things. 

 

The traditional model to fight sex trafficking 
worldwide is the Protection-Prosecution-Prevention 
or PPP model.  The victim once apprehended 
requires protection from her tormentors who need 
to be tracked down and prosecuted, and preventive 
measures need to be put in place so the victim is 
not forced to go back to her trade and the 
trafficking ring is busted.  He Indian legal model is 
somewhat attuned to this model though the 
prevention and prosecution aspects are often 
overlooked. 

 

There has been recent overhaul in the anti-
trafficking orientation in several affected countries, 
particularly in the United States.  The focus is on a 
victim first approach.  To this end the agencies 
supplement the traditional model with a Rescue-
Rehabilitation-Reintegration (RRR) formula.  As the 
approach suggests, only the first part has 
something to do with the law enforcement 
agencies, the remaining portion looks at 
government-civil society partnerships.  It is 
extremely important to provide the victim with 
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alternative livelihood skills so she can leave her 
past behind.  The victims are invariably torn from 
their native communities and transported through 
coercion.  The third step of reintegrating them with 
their own people is, thus, the most important. 

 

A good model for the Indian lawmakers to look at is 
the anti-Trafficking enactment of the US called the 
Trafficked Victim Protection Act (TVPA) which came 
into force in 2000.  This legislation has now been 
supplemented by the Anti Trafficking Act, 2007 
which specifically targets trafficking syndicates and 
networks. 

 

Children as victims:  There is an emergent need 
to refocus on this menace in India.  The sufferers 
are mostly children who are ruthlessly displaced 
and are unable to speak for themselves.  Our 
silence invariably emboldens the inhuman 
elements making a killing out of selling the 
childhoods and innocence of the hapless victims.  
India has not yet ratified the UN (or the Palermo) 
TIP Protocol against Human Trafficking.  This may 
perhaps be due to the provisions in the Protocol to 
refer cases of trafficking to the International Court 
of Justice which may be interpreted as infringing 
upon our sovereignty.  But this can be 
circumvented through a conditional acceptance (as 
in the US, UK and many other countries). 

 

The need to change existing laws is urgent.  
Fostering Police-NGO partnerships will multiply 
the abilities of the police without adding to the 
costs.  There are already many NGOs doing sterling 
work and help from the police and correctional 
services will increase their efficiency. 

 

Human trafficking occurs predominantly across 
state boundaries.  Given the fact that there is no 
federal policing in India, tackling the traffickers 
depends primarily on the tenuous and often 
fraught relationships between the different state 
forces.  Criminal syndicates find effective harbor in 
these fracture-lines.  Inclusion of Human 
trafficking in the concurrent list of our 
Constitution and evolving federal enforcement 
platforms is a crying need.  Beginnings have been 
made in this field and in Bangalore, Police has set 
up dedicated help centers for affected women and 
children.  There are periodic meetings with NGOs 
and Anti Human Trafficking Units are in operation.  
Correctional measures need to be accelerated.  Of 
supreme importance is building public opinion and 
a consensus amongst the important stakeholders. 

 

(The writer is an officer of Indian Police Service, 
serving in Karnataka.) 

Deccan Herald, September 19 

 

They practice and preach  

- M N Patil 

 

Devadasi system may be banned in law books.  But 
it is still practiced in Belgaum district and many 
parts of north Karnataka, though not openly.  Girls 
are dedicated to the system confidentially on the 
full moon day in February, christened as “Bharat 
Hunnime”. 

 

It is more greed than belief that led poor families of 
backward classes to accept the practice, which 
allowed a woman to become a sex worker with 
‘social sanction’ and earn daily bread for herself 
and her family. 

 

Some decades ago, dedicating girls to the system 
was rampant during the Yallamma temple festival 
near Soudatti and later these girls were moved to 
the brothels of Mumbai, Pune and Goa.  After the 
practice was banned, dedication continued but 
surreptitiously at the festival as well as in the girls’ 
villages. 

 

A senior devadasi visits the temple and offers a 
sweet dish (Kadabu) made of wheat and chana dal 
to the deity Yallamma.  Inside the sweet dish she 
keeps “Mutthu” (beads) and the dish is returned to 
her after touching it to the deity’s feet.  The senior 
returns to her village and ties that “Mutthu” to the 
neck of the girl kept ready by her family members 
to be dedicated as a Devadasi. 

Deccan Herald, September 19 

 

‘Right’ to life is right but what is left… 

- Sudhirendar Sharma 

 

For them the law of the land does not exist.  Ever 
since discharge from a sugar mill first reached the 
village in 1955, Kalapani has continued to remain 
a cesspool of effluents.  Apart from the households 
located on raised land, the entire stretch of 
cultivable land in the village has been waterlogged.  
Women use boat to ferry themselves out of the 
village to answer nature’s call.  Collecting drinking 
water remains an ordeal as there is no end to water 
woes for the villagers. 
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Situated along the embankment on river Baghmati 
in Sitamarhi district to Bihar, the village has 
literally been trapped between the devil and the 
deep sea.  If it were not the raised embankment, 
the effluents would have drained into the river.  
But that was not to be and with the law favouring 
the powerful, the industry has been able to secure 
cushion for its reprehensible attitude.  Neither the 
state nor its administrative machinery has been 
able to uphold the constitutional provision of a 
right to water in Kalapani. 

 

Unlike most countries where the lack of explicit 
reference to a right to water in the national 
legislation necessitates creativity in enforcing the 
right through the courts, the constitutional 
provision (Article 21) wherein a right to water has 
been subsumed under the ‘right to life’ has long 
been violated across India.  The right to water has 
existed in letter but not in spirit.  No surprise, 
therefore, that over 128 million people in India do 
not have access to safe drinking water and this 
number is growing. 

 

Is a right to water legally enforceable?  Can a 
complaint for human rights violation be filed for 
non-compliance?  The 1990 Kerala High Court 
judgment in Attakoya Thangal vs. Union of India 
recognized the fundamental importance of the right 
to water but could not go beyond mere assertion 
that “…the administrative agency cannot be 
permitted to function in such a manner as to make 
inroads into the fundamental right under Article 
21.” 

 

The court was hearing the petitioners who had 
claimed that a scheme for pumping up 
groundwater for supplying potable water to the 
Lakshadweep Islands in the Arabian Sea would 
upset the fresh water equilibrium, leading to 
salinity in the available water resources and 
causing more long-term harm than short-term 
benefits.  In its judgment, the court could only 
request deeper investigation and monitoring of the 
scheme as it recognized the right of people to clean 
water as a right to life. 

 

The crux is that while the state has several basic 
obligations to provide their citizens with drinking 
water, the affected persons have ineffective 
possibilities to claim these rights in the court of 
law.  Because the right to life is understood in a 
very narrow sense, individuals can only file a 
complaint if their life is threatened through the 
lack of access to water.  However, if those who 

complain can get water from another place their 
claim can no longer be held valid. 

 

Does adoption of a resolution by the UN General 
Assembly in July 2010 to recognize water as a 
fundamental human right make any difference?  
According to legal experts, international law gives 
little scope for individuals to achieve government 
action by emphasizing individual claims.  Since 
such laws cannot force the state to fulfill its duties, 
the World Health Organisation (WHO) is in favor of 
an enforceable right to clean drinking water. 

 

Ironically, even if a right to water becomes legally 
enforceable it neither ensures quantity nor quality 
of water.  The state is under no obligation to 
ensure either.  As geogenic contamination is 
getting widely prevalent in groundwater and 
anthropogenic sources are polluting most surface 
water sources in the country, reduction in fresh 
water supplies is leaving the population at a higher 
risk.  Not without reason are 21 per cent of all 
communicable diseases attributed to contaminated 
water supplies. 

 

The varied implications of a constitutional 
provision of a right to water, enshrined in the right 
to life, leave the citizens in a precarious condition.  
As the state cannot be held accountable for non-
delivery of water (both in quantity and quality) to 
peoples’ doorsteps, it leaves people with little 
option but to rely on bottled water as a reliable 
source of drinking water.  Millions of people 
already do so, as a right to water has essentially 
meant a right to buy water. 

 

(The writer is a water expert with The Ecological 

Foundation, Delhi) 

Deccan Herald, September 20 

 

Lawyers take law into hand, beat up driver 

An auto-rickshaw driver was beaten up by a group 
of advocates over a petty issue at the Bangalore 
City Civil Court Complex on Old Post Office Road.  
The driver and an advocate had fought earlier, a 
minor episode that snowballed. 

Deccan Herald, September 21. 

 

Student tries to burn teacher 

In an incident that has shocked the academic 
fraternity in the city as well as the state, a first-
year-student of a city college poured petrol on a 
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teacher and tried to set him afire in his office at 
Kolkata. 

Deccan Herald, September 22. 

 

Protecting women’s fundamental rights 

 

Trying to simply impose behaviors by law is not 

enough: we have to go to the roots of the problem. 

- Franco Frattini, IPS 

 

Promoting women’s rights at the global level must 
aim to enhance women’s role as pro-active 
individuals and as the essential and most effective 
channel for development and peace.  However, to 
achieve this requires protecting women’s 
fundamental rights, first and foremost the right not 
to be subjected to violence. 

 

Italy has always been active with a number of 
initiatives and projects aimed at preventing 
violence against women.  I am personally 
committed as a member of the ‘Network of Men 
Leaders’ launched last year by the UN secretary 
general within the scope of the campaign ‘Unite to 
End Violence Against Women’. 

 

One of Italy’s main priorities in protecting and 
promoting human rights worldwide was combating 
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM).  This practice is 
still a huge challenge in many parts of the world.  
In Africa, some traditional cultures consider it to 
be beneficial to women and their families, believing 
that it ensures girls a proper marriage and 
promotes chastity and family honour.  Other 
countries in Europe, once unaffected by this 
practice, have become familiar with FGM over the 
last years, including Italy, where we have now an 
estimated 35000 cases of FGM. 

 

Roots of the problem:  Female genital mutilation 
has been neglected for centuries.  It was 
considered a kind of taboo, and the fact that it was 
often associated with ancestral traditions or 
religious myths complicated any open form of 
discussion or challenge.  Illiteracy, poverty and a 
lack of information have contributed greatly to the 
problem 

 

Luckily, over the last decade, the interest in and 
commitment to end this practice has reached a 
new level.  FGM is now generally considered a 

violation of the human rights and physical integrity 
of women and girls. 

 

Since the 1980s Italy has been actively engaged in 
programmes to combat and prevent FGM, starting 
in Somalia.  In 2004 we initiated a partnership 
with UNICEF aimed at the creation of a political, 
legal, and social framework for the abandonment of 
the practice of FGM.  We are now one of the key 
donors to UN programmes in this field, including 
the UNICEF/UNFPA joint programme on FGM. 

 

We are keen to reinforce our global partnership on 
this issue.  The challenge is huge and requires a 
comprehensive approach and a wide range of 
strategies to be addressed effectively.  One element 
is crucial to guide our action: understanding the 
social and cultural dynamics related to FGM.  
Trying to simply impose behaviours by law is not 
enough: we have to go to the roots of the problem 
and work on positive actions as well, especially in 
the fields of education and public awareness 
campaigns. 

 

I wish to clarify that there is no paternalism in our 
attitude nor have we any desire to impose ‘western 
standards’ on traditional cultures.  Our objective is 
simply to support African ownership of this 
initiative and strengthen a process that Africa itself 
started a long time ago. 

 

Besides, we are not starting, from scratch.  We can 
now build on several initiatives that have taken 
place over the last months: in September 2009 we 
held in New York the first ministerial meeting on 
FGM, which brought together an initial group of 14 
countries committed at the national and 
international level to support the fight against 
FGM; two months later, the government of Burkina 
Faso, together with Italy and the NGO ‘No Peace 
Without Justice’ organized a high-level regional 
meeting in Ouagadougou entitled “Towards a 
Global Ban of FGM; in March 2010, an event at the 
margins of the Commission on the Status of 
Women was co-chaired by the Ministers for Gender 
Issues of Egypt, Italy and Senegal, and a resolution 
on ending female genital mutilation was adopted 
by consensus, tabled by the African Group, and 
endorsed later by ECOSOC.  Last but not least, in 
May 2010 an Inter-Parliamentary Conference took 
place in Dakar, with representatives of parliaments 
and civil society from 28 African countries, and a 
declaration was adopted urging, inter alia, the UN 
General Assembly to adopt a resolution banning 
FGM in the world in 2010. 
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We believe that the time has come to present an ad
-hoc resolution on FGM at this session of the UN 
General Assembly.  Such a resolution should be 
brief and touch on a selected number of priorities: 
a solemn ban on FGM, a reference to the main 
legal and cultural instruments underlying that 
goal, an appeal to the international community and 
the UN system, and a light follow-up mechanism. 

 

The main point, however, is that this would be the 
first time the supreme body of the United Nations 
had spoken out on this matter – a major 
achievement in itself.  This is one of the goals that 
we have set for this upcoming session of the 
General Assembly and I trust that the international 
community will be able to achieve it. 

Deccan Herald, September 23. 

 

Doha: don’t trade off women’s rights 

When it comes to essential elements of welfare, the 
international community and states cannot and 
should not leave the concerns of human welfare 

solely to market forces. 

-  Navi Pillay 

 

The annual World Trade Organisation Public 
Forum on September 15-17 featured among its 
topics the role of women in reshaping the global 
economy as well as trade practices.  This 
discussion did not come a moment too soon.  It 
must now be taken and followed up with the 
seriousness it deserves in order to correct 
longstanding inequalities and promote both 
economic growth and human rights. 

 

Women’s work accounts for two thirds of the 
world’s working hours.  However, they earn only 10 
per cent of the world’s income.  Women produce 
half of the world’s food, yet they are typically 
concentrated in small land holdings that they till, 
but do not own, and that may be their only source 
of food.  Their access to markets may be hampered 
by social constraints or by fear of sexual violence 
along unsafe roads. 

 

As gatherers, women – particularly in indigenous 
communities – have often identified medicinal 
plants and developed plant-based pharmaceutical 
remedies.  Frequently, these traditional medicines 
have been appropriated, adapted and patented 
with little or no compensation to the original 
knowledge holders and without their prior consent. 

Another troubling aspect of women’s work in the 
global market-particularly migrant women’s labour
-is that it tends to be concentrated in informal 
sectors which expose them to a heightened risk of 
abuse, including law wages, long hours, and 
uncertainty of tenure.  Many of these workers in 
one given country compete with other women in 
similar positions in other countries.  Such 
unbridled competition for global market shares 
among the poor of this world may engender a race 
to the bottom in terms of wages and working 
conditions.  In export zones it has been reported 
that women were required to undergo a maternity 
test before obtaining employment.  Child care 
benefits and parental leave are unavailable. 

 

Human rights law:  To level the playing field, 
human rights law is of great guidance.  
Specifically, the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW) sets the legal ground to promote and 
protect the rights of women in all spheres, 
including the economic field.  To do so human 
rights law requires States to take positive 
measures in order to attain substantive and not 
merely formal equality between women and men.  
Further, the Human Rights Committee – the body 
that monitors implementation of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights – indicated 
that the principle of equality enjoins States to take 
affirmative action to stem the root causes of 
discrimination. 

 

These principles and responsibilities also apply to 
intergovernmental organizations and agreements.  
In this perspective, the Doha round can and 
should incorporate all human rights, including the 
rights of women and accommodate their special 
needs, as well as take full advantage of their 
knowledge and skills. 

 

What the world needs is a balanced trade 
agreement that puts the needs of the hungry –
women, men and children – at its centre.  Progress 
must not merely be measured and assessed in 
terms of economic growth and volume of exchanges 
of goods and services, but also in terms of the 
impact such trade has on those who live at the 
margins of the global market and have no control 
over the invisible hands that shape their 
livelihoods. 

 

Moreover, in order to achieve fairer trade 
liberalization in agriculture, developed countries 
must eliminate trade distorting export subsidies, 
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especially given the inability of developing 
countries to offer similar protection to their 
farmers.  Clearly, a rule-based international trade 
system must seek to correct these imbalances with 
specific rights-based and gender-sensitive 
approaches that empower women.  At a minimum, 
it must ensure that their ability to secure food is 
not hampered by a bias for export crop production, 
and that States do not divert resources to satisfy 
that bias.  Indeed, access to food is a human right. 

 

Apparent short-term profits must be balanced 
against long-term goals that really benefit women 
and the communities where they are leading 
agents of social entrepreneurship.  It has been 
found that when an educated girl earns an income, 
she reinvests 90 per cent of it in her family, 
compared to boys who devote 35 per cent of their 
income to their families. 

 

As a result of the global financial and economic 
crisis, the need for regulation is now widely 
acknowledged.  When it comes to essential 
elements of welfare, such as food, health care, and 
education, the international community and States 
cannot and should not leave the concerns of 
human welfare solely to market forces.  Such 
welfare ultimately depends on not trading off 
women’s rights. 

 

(Courtesy: U.N. Information Centre, New Delhi. Navi 
Pillay is United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights) 

The Hindu, September 23. 

 

Tumkur University PG centre director booked 
under SC/ST Act 

With caste politics taking centre stage amidst 
students protest against the V.C, things are getting 
murkier in Tumkur University.  A dalit student got 
the director of the Tumkur University’s PG centre 
booked on charges of atrocities. 

The New Indian Express, September 23. 

 

Day of deliverance from bonded labour 

 

Seventy-seven people were rescued from two units 

of a brick kiln 

 

Four-year-old Martin twists his tiny hands to 
demonstrate how he used to flip bricks that were 

laid out to dry in the kiln in which he and four 
other members of his family were employed in 
Rajanakunte, at Yelahanka, Bangalore.  18 families 
(77 people in all) rescued from two units of the SLN 
Brick Kiln owned by S.K. Rajasekhar from 
suspected bonded labour by the Labour 
Department, Revenue Department and members of 
the non-governmental organization, International 
Justice Mission. 

The Hindu, September 24. 

 

Cop beats woman to death 

A woman was beaten to death allegedly by a police 
officer in Madhubani district, Bihar for failing to 
provide information about her son’s whereabouts. 

Deccan Herald, September 24. 

 

Moral police thrash boy 

A physiotherapy student of a private institute in 
Mangalore was grievously injured after a moral 
policing group allegedly assaulted him for having 
ice cream with a girl from another community. 

Deccan Herald, September 25. 

 

 

Prioritizing the girl child 

- Prasenjit Chowdhury 

 

Sensitivity towards the predicament of children 
and women is a hallmark of a nation’s progress 
and India, in theory, must count as a sensitive 
nation.  Being a signatory to the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child and Convention on the 
Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women (CEDAW), India already affirmed its 
commitment to the growth and development of 
women and children.  Article 19 refers to the 
state’s obligation to protect children from all forms 
physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, 
negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation 
including sexual abuse perpetrated by parents or 
others responsible for their care.  Article 34 enjoins 
the state parties to protect the child from all forms 
of sexual exploitation and abuse. 

 

The trouble is, a clutch of legal provisions and 
constitutional safeguards notwithstanding, the 
plight of women and children India is not at all 
hunky dory.  The draft Protection of Children from 
Sexual Assault Bill, 2010, that aims at recognizing 
the broad range of sexual abuses to which children 
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are particularly vulnerable is though a step in the 
right direction, it came rather late in the day.  It 
has been noted in a government study has found 
that a vast majority of street children face sexual 
abuse in India, which is home to the world’s largest 
number of destitute children.  The majority of the 
street children facing physical abuse are in the age 
group of 5-12 years. 

 

Child mortality:  Besides, it is clear at the start of 
the 21st century that levels of infant and child 
mortality in India are still fairly high, and there is 
huge scope for further reductions.  For instance, 
the use of widespread immunization, and the 
control of basic diarrheal diseases, can both bring 
about significant falls in early-age death rates in 
the years ahead.  It seems probable that in the 
country’s poorest states the full impact of basic 
health measures in the past has often been limited 
by low levels of nutrition, high infection loads in 
the general environment, and various socio-
economic and infrastructural limitations like low 
levels of maternal education, poor water quality 
and inferior transport facilities. 

 

When the government tries to address the issues 
related to children, the apparent gender neutrality 
often glosses over the fact even among children, 
girls are poorer off.  The only problem is, except for 
the fact that both child development and women’s 
development plans and programmes have short 
changed girls of two critical age groups of 0 to 6 
and 15 to 19 they are steadily disappearing from 
the ranks of the alive, and the graph of the 
‘missing’ is on the rise.  Efforts have been made to 
reduce gender inequalities among children through 
the formulation of National Plan for Action for the 
SAARC Decade (1991-2000) of the girl child.  The 
year 1990 was declared as the year of girl child.  
September 24 marks International Girl Child Day. 

 

A UNICEF report in 2010 said India ranked at 49th 
out of 193 countries in descending order of the 
Under Five Mortality Rate (U5MR).  What is 
worrisome is that every year, about 12 million girls 
are born in India; a third of these girls die in the 
first year of their life; three million, or 25 per cent, 
do not survive to see their fifteenth birthday.  The 
child mortality rate between 0-4 years for girl child 
is 20.6 per cent, two per cent more than that of 
boys (18.6 per cent).  A large number of deaths in 
early childhood account for the skewed overall sex 
ratio and there is enough evidence to indicate that 
gender bias in the allocation of food and health 
care is widely prevalent. 

 

Prioritizing the girl child would have multi-pronged 
effects, the foremost among which would be that 
such a step would address the problem of 
centuries-old gender neglect and gender 
marginalization where girls are bound by various 
cultural norms, poverty, feudal values, caste, class 
and religion.  To undo that would require a strong 
willed effort on the part of the government and not 
just paying a lip service.  Is the government ready 
to walk the extra mile? 

Deccan Herald, September 25. 

 

 

Information as a right 

- N. Bhaskara Rao 

 

Five years after the enactment of the Right to 
Information Act, awareness of the law, its 

provisions and potential appears to be very 

low. 

 

Marking the completion of five years, in September 
2010, of the enactment of the Right to Information 
Act, the Central Information Commission (CIC) 
held the fifth annual convention of “RTI: 
Challenges and Opportunities,” in New Delhi on 
September 13 and 14.  It was largely a gathering of 
Information Commissioners from the States and 
the Centre. 

 

The five technical sessions had presentations by 
Commissioners and other experts.  I had actively 
taken part in the earlier four annual conventions 
organized by the CIC more or less on similar lines.  
Six things stood out at this latest meeting. 

 

First, the key leadership role played by Wajahat 
Habibullah, as the Chief Information 
Commissioner, in ushering in the RTI regime was 
acknowledged and he was credited for ensuring the 
independent standing of the Commissions. 

 

A second outcome was that the fact that Section 4 
of the RTI Act has not received the kind of 
attention it deserves in order to sustain the right to 
information regime – Mr. Habibullah himself has 
highlighted this aspect more than once – was 
echoed on both the days, but no specific 
suggestions emerged.  Governments at the Centre 
and in the States need to do more in this regard 
than what the Information Commissions 
themselves could do. 
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Third, most participants reiterated that awareness 
about the Act, its provisions and potential was very 
low, and that more serious efforts are required.  
Also, efforts to sensitise the functionaries 
concerned were not good enough. 

 

A fourth and more sensitive question that became 
evident during the deliberations was who, between 
the Commissions and civil society, has taken the 
Act to the people and are responsible for prompting 
the imagination of the people.  Surprisingly, the 
divide in this regard was open.  The 
Commissioners ought to have acknowledged the 
active role played by civil society and reiterated the 
need to work together even more in the future.  The 
keynote speaker and other speakers expressed 
their concern about certain “belligerent tendencies” 
on the part of individual activists.  Such isolated 
instances should not weaken the critical role 
played by civil society groups on this front. 

 

Threats to activists:  Fifth, the convention 
expressed concern over threats that some activists 
faced in the course of their work and condemned 
the killing of certain RTI activists that have 
occurred.  In this context, Union Minister for Law 
and Justice M. Veerappa Moily, who inaugurated 
the convention, confirmed that the Union Cabinet 
was determined to bring forward the 
whistleblowers bill [“The Public Interest Disclosure 
and Protection to Persons making the Disclosure 
Bill, 2010’] in the coming session of Parliament. 

 

Sixth, the delay in disposing of applications and 
the backlog in the process that the Commissions 
are confronted with was yet another issue that was 
deliberated upon.  But no options or alternatives 
came up.  It was agreed that the RTI Act had kept 
the bureaucracy on its toes.  But a general view 
was that the pile-up of applications was caused by 
the fact that the government and its agencies were 
not forthcoming in providing information promptly.  
One of the sessions dwelt on how the judiciary, the 
subordinate judiciary in particular, was largely 
apathetic and non-cooperative in responding to RTI 
petitions. 

 

According to a PTI news report, the Minister who 
inaugurated the event said “RTI should not be a 
casualty of corrupt bureaucrats”.  Shailesh 
Gandhi, a proactive Central Information 
Commissioner with the distinction of having been 
an RTI activist himself in Maharashtra before 
becoming Commissioner, said later in his 
presentation that the RTI Act need to be guarded 

from three potential threats – from the 
Government, the judicial processes and the 
Commissions themselves. 

 

Mr. Gandhi wanted Information Commissions to 
take an initiative on issues with wide-ranging and 
long-term implication: it would be too late to do 
anything if the Commissions have to wait.  He 
himself had asked the Delhi government to put all 
its contract agreements concerning consultancy 
arrangements for the Commonwealth Games in the 
public domain within a week. 

 

Gajendra Haldea of the Planning Commission, in a 
presentation on the Public-Private Partnership 
model, theorized that 20 years from now a third of 
the land in India would be in the hands of a few 
private corporate, going by the manner in which 
Special Economic Zone agreements were being 
entered into (with public scrutiny). 

 

Mrinal Pande, chairperson of the Prasar Bharati 
Board, wanted the media to be brought under the 
preview of the RTI Act. (This was a suggestion that 
this writer had made at the second annual 
convention in 2007 and has been advocating since 
then without success.) 

 

The session should have deliberated on the media’s 
role and acknowledged the sustained interest 
taken by some media outlets such as the Telugu 
newspaper Eenadu and NDTV, and the difference 
they have made to the situation. 

 

The convention failed to note that women in 
sufficient numbers are not taking advantage of the 
provisions of the RTI Act, r what steps could be 
taken to correct the situation.  It also failed to look 
at why the academic community has not been 
taking a real interest in studying the impact of the 
RTI Act and in promoting it. 

 

There was no evidence of annual reports of 
Information Commissions in these four years ever 
having been discussed in Parliament or in State 
Assemblies.  How is it so?  It should be examined 
how many Commissions could not come up with 
their annual reports and why even the annual 
reports that were available did not make any 
difference. 
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In his valedictory address, Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Communications and Information 
Technology Sachin Pilot talked about the shift in 
the balance of power and the equitable growth that 
the RTI Act should strive for.  He wanted the RTI 
movement to take advantage of communication 
technologies. 

 

Conventions and sessions:  The CIC has been 
holding annual conventions in Delhi as an “official 
programme,” attended mostly by Information 
Commissioners, their staff, one or two Ministers 
and bureaucrats.  The participation of civil society 
representatives has been marginal: those who did 
come were mostly from the National Capital 
Region.  There has not been any acknowledgement 
of the role of civil society organizations in taking 
the RTI movement forward.  At all the five 
conventions in Delhi, access was controlled.  He 
CC, nevertheless, deserves praise for holding the 
conventions. 

 

This writer had the opportunity to take part in all 
the five official CIC conventions held in New Delhi 
as well as in organizing five Open House sessions 
on the RTI in Hyderabad.  The Social Audit Council 
of Andhra Pradesh, comprising a group of civil 
society organizations and backed by CMS, has 
been holding annual Open House meetings over 
the last five years on the implementation of the RTI 
Act.  These were open to anyone but were attended 
mostly by RTI activists from the districts.  The 
deliberations were based on their presentations 
and insights to realize the potential of the Act.  At 
least one activist from each district gave such a 
review.  A couple of bureaucrats concerned with 
the implementation of the RTI Act were specially 
invited t the Open House.  V.S. Ramadevi, former 
Governor of Himachal Pradesh and Karnataka, was 
the chief guest in 2006.  Wajahat Habibullah, 
Shailesh Gandhi, C.D.  Arha and freedom fighter 
Purshotham Rao were the chief guests in the 
subsequent years.  The State Information 
Commissioners were invited to all the five events, 
although only one or two chose to attend.  Each 
year the Open House sessions honoured activists, 
officers and media persons for their initiatives in 
taking the Act forward. 

 

The Fifth Open House session in Hyderabad on 
August 23, 2010, came up with some specific 
suggestions on the threats against and the killing 
of activists.  It decided to prepare a directory of 
activists district-wise, form a network of activists, 
create a website, start counseling centers in 
districts and launch a helpline. 

The sixth convention in 2011 in New Delhi should 
be an Open House.  The participants should be 
predominantly from civil society, and included 
academics and women’s groups in particular. 

 

(Dr. N. Bhaskara Rao is the Chairman of CMS based 

in New Delhi.) 

 

Food insecurity in urban India 

Considerable sections of the urban population 

may face serious food insecurity even while the 

urban economy grows.  There is a need for 

urgent action on this front. 

-  Venkatesh Athreya 

 

Over the two decades of rapid growth of the Indian 
economy, the urban economy is generally perceived 
as having done very well.  However, high urban 
economic growth need not by itself imply improved 
living standards for all urban residents.  In 
particular, the recent and continuing phenomenon 
of rising food prices reminds us that considerable 
sections of the urban population may face serious 
food insecurity even while the urban economy 
grows rapidly. 

 

Evidence from the National Sample Surveys of 
1993-94, 1999-2000 and 2004-05, ably marshaled 
by the National Commission for Enterprises in the 
Un-organised Sector (NCEUS), has shown that the 
rate of growth of employment in urban India fell 
sharply between 1993-94 and 1999-2000 as 
compared to the period 1987-88 to 1993-94, but it 
picked up smartly in the period 1999-2000 to 2004
-05.  However, practically the entire growth of 
employment in this latter period was in informal 
work, and the quality of employment, as indicated 
by wage/income levels, insecurity, other conditions 
of work and coverage in terms of social protection, 
was extremely poor.  This has serious implications 
for urban food insecurity, since a large segment of 
the urban working population is mostly without 
productive assets and relies primarily on wage or 
marginal self employment to survive.  In other 
words, a large segment of the urban population 
faces food insecurity in terms of access to food.  
Such employment linked food insecurity is 
especially severe in small and medium towns 
which have been largely bypassed in the urban 
growth that has occurred. 

 

Rapid growth of the urban economy, largely 
unplanned, has also meant hap-hazard growth of 
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urban slums lacking in basic amenities such as 
decent shelter, safe drinking water and toilets and 
sanitary facilities.  This has implications for the 
absorption dimension of food security, since lack of 
safe drinking water and sanitation leads to poor 
biological utilization of food and repeated episodes 
of morbidity. 

 

A recently completed study of urban food 
insecurity explores these issues through an 
exercise of constructing an Index of urban food 
insecurity for the major States (M.S. Swaminathan 
Research Foundation, Chennai (2010), Report on 
the State of Food Insecurity in Urban India, being 
released in Delhi on September 25).  Using several 
outcome indicators such as the incidence of 
anemia and chronic energy deficiency among 
women in the fertile age group, and of anemia and 
stunting/under weight among children below three 
years of age, as well as some input indicators such 
as the percentage of urban population without 
access to safe drinking water and that without 
access to toilets, the study shows that the period of 
economic reforms and high GDP growth has not 
seen an unambiguous improvement in urban food 
security across all States. 

 

A comparison of the Index values for the periods 
1998-2000 and 2004-06 suggests a rather modest 
improvement of the urban food security situation 
as measured by official data.  But there should be 
a qualifying remark: that the data on access to safe 
drinking water and to toilets may in many cases 
overstate the actual access on the ground, in view 
of the reality of non-functioning or provision, or 
inadequate functioning or provision. 

 

The overall marginal improvement in urban food 
security in India as measured by the composite 
Index in all its variants is accompanied by a 
significant improvement in the poorer States.  The 
fact that the picture looks much less rosy when a 
purely outcomes-based measure is used suggests 
that there is no room for complacency on the issue 
of urban food security.  If anything, it is 
disappointing that urban economic growth has 
made little dent on urban food insecurity. 

 

While the poorer States have done better than 
before, they account for only a small part of the 
country’s urban population.  On the other hand, 
States such as Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka and Haryana, which are relatively more 
urbanized, have done poorly.  This suggests that 
the food security situation may have worsened 

rather than improved for a sizeable segment of the 
urban population between 1988-2000 and 2004-
06.  Considering that urban inequality has 
worsened in the period since 1991, the 
implications for the food security status of the 
urban poor or slum-dwellers are worrying. 

 

What can the government do to address the 
challenge of urban food security? 

 

Points for Action: Expansion of productive and 
remunerative employment needs to be enabled 
through special assistance to the numerous small 
and tiny enterprises in the urban economy from 
credit to marketing support to infrastructure 
provisions, along the lines suggested by the 
NCEUS.  Based on an Urban Employment 
Guarantee Act, urban employment schemes can be 
designed and integrated in a synergistic manner 
with the need to improve urban amenities, 
especially in the small and medium towns. 

 

Urgent action is needed to improve access to safe 
drinking water and to toilets.  Special attention 
needs to be paid in this regard to small and 
medium towns which happen to be most poorly 
provided for in this respect. 

 

Interventions in flagship programmes such as the 
Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission 
(JNNURM) and other urban schemes should focus 
on the needs of small and medium towns and on 
the needs of slums in all cities, taking care to 
address the needs of the poor with regard to 
shelter, water, sanitation, drainage and nutrition 
education.  Urban infrastructure cannot and must 
not mean only flyovers and six lane roads in the 
metropolitan cities. 

 

The urban Public Distribution System must be 
made universal.  However, it is important to 
recognize that the PDS is only a part of a 
comprehensive food security strategy.  Policy must 
address hidden hunger.  It must also address the 
special needs of the vulnerable sections such as 
street children, orphans, HIV-AIDS patients and so 
on through such initiatives as community 
kitchens.  Designing and implementing a nutrition 
literacy movement across all urban centres will 
also be worthwhile. 

 

Promotion of urban and peri-urban agriculture, 
especially horticulture, can make a vital 
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contribution to food and nutrition security.  It can 
also be a source of sustainable livelihoods.  Issues 
of governance in urban food and nutrition 
programmes need to be addressed through, among 
other things, democratic decentralization and local 
body capacity-building. 

 

Finally, urban food security is as much a matter of 
the fiscal policy framework as it is of programme 
implementation on the ground, and a precondition 
to achieve targeted outcomes is adequate outlays.  
Economic reforms therefore need to be ‘reformed’ if 
inclusive urban development that addresses the 
needs of urban food security for all is to occur. 

The Hindu, September 25 

 

40-yr-old woman raped 

A 35-year-old tractor driver allegedly raped a 40-
year-old woman, a mother of two children, in 
Mahadevapura, Bangalore, when his wife and 
children were at their relative’s house. 

The New Indian Express, September 25. 

 

16-year-old sterilized in Jharkhand 

An unsuspecting 16-year-old was made to undergo 
a sterilization procedure in Ranchi allegedly by a 
neighbor and a paramedic staff, who also pocketed 
some of the award money he received from the 
government. 

Deccan Herald, September 26. 

 

War on Naxals a conspiracy to grab tribal land: 
Arundhati 

“The war on Naxals is a conspiracy to acquire their 
ancestral land for industrial use.  The deployment 
of security forces in the Naxal-affected States is a 
violation of the Human Rights Act”, said writer-
activist Arundhati Roy. 

 

“The Operation Green Hunt is on only at sites ear-
marked for mining projects, which clearly indicates 
the role of the government in driving out the tribals 
alleged to be Maoists.  “Maoists who wanted to be 
peace envoys were killed by the police without even 
being heard.  The Unlawful Activities Prevention 
Act (UAPA) is a weapon to displace tribals and the 
government is dubbing them as militants. 

 

Father Stan Swami, a human rights activist, said 
“The State government arrested 168 people under 
the UAPA, displaced 18 lakh tribals and 15 lakh 

acres of land has been taken away, without the 
consent of the tribals”. 

 

On encounter killings, he said: “Almost all the 
encounters are fake.  There are about 100 schools 
where the CRPF personnel are camping to combat 
Naxalism.  This has deprived the children of 
education in those areas”. 

The Hindu, September 27. 

 

Panchayat parades woman on buffalo 

In a shocking incident, an old dalit woman was 
allegedly half stripped, her face blackened and 
forced to sit on a buffalo and paraded in streets of 
the village on the order of the Panchayat in UP’s 
Bulandshahar district in Lucknow.  The alleged 
crime of the hapless old woman was that she and 
her son had helped another woman of the same 
village in eloping with a man.  The Panchayat also 
ordered that the duo be socially boycotted. 

Deccan Herald, September 27. 

 

CRPF man, 2 Maoists killed in encounter 

One Central Reserve Police Force Personnel and 
two Maoists were killed in an encounter between 
the security forces and the ultras that is going on 
in West Singhbum district of Jharkhand. 

The New Indian Express, September 27. 

 

 

 


