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Curbs on CWC members worry 
child rights activists 

Nothing contrary to Juvenile 
Justice Act, says official 

• Members cannot visit child 
care institutions, without 
permission of head of the 
institution 

• Deputy Directors are given 
powers to visit and review 
cases being dealt by CWCs 
once in 15 days 

The Government has appointed new 
members to the Child Welfare 
Committees (CWCs) in all the 
districts of the Karnataka State last 
week, but what are worrying child 
rights activists are clauses in the 
Government Order perceived as 
undermining the powers of the 
panels, which hear cases related to 
child protection and care. 

 

The two problematic clauses relate to 
powers of review given to officials of 
the Department of Women and child 
Development (DWCD) and the 
restriction imposed on CWC 
members on holding inspections of 
child care institutions. 

 

While the department officials deny 
that there is anything contrary to 
Juvenile Justice Act, 2000, in these 
clauses, child rights activist argue 
otherwise. 

Among the list of “conditions” listed 
is one that states that members 

cannot visit child care institutions, 
when they are not holding a sitting, 
without prior permission of the heads 
of these institutions.  This, in effect, 
rules out the possibility of random 
and surprise inspections. 

 

“This questions the autonomy of the 
CWC, the chairperson of which has 
the judicial powers of a metropolitan 
magistrate,” said Vasudeva Sharma, 
former chairperson of Bangalore 
CWC, who is currently member of the 
Karnataka State Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights.  He said 
that it is contrary to Juvenile Justice 
Rules that say that the committee 
has an obligation to hold periodic 
inspections of child care homes in 
the best interest of children. 

 

The other contentious clause states 
that Deputy Directors of DWCD have 
the powers to visit and review cases 
being dealt by CWCs once in 15 days, 
which is seen as an effort to interfere 
with the functioning of the 
committees through the Government 
machinery.  Suggesting an 
alternative, Mr. Sharma says that the 
State could instead name a sitting 
judge in every district to monitor 
implementation of JJ Act, on the 
lines of what is already in place in 
Delhi. 

 

Charges denied:  Refuting these 
allegations, DWCD Director Shamla 
Iqbal said that the department was 
“not indulging in any interference 
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through inspections”, but is only putting in place 
a “channel for the department to get a feedback 
on a regular basis on issues of child welfare” 
through visits of officers. 

“No rule framed is in violation the JJ Act,” she 
told. 

The Hindu, November 1 

 

More about Dalit hopes and despair 

By S. Viswanathan 

 

Last week’s column, “The plight of Dalits and the 
news media” (October 25, 2010), has generated a 
lively and interesting response from several 
readers.  The column was about the 
prioritization of the tasks before the National 
Commission for the Scheduled Castes (NCSC) by 
its new Chairman, P.L. Punia (not P.J. Punia as 
erroneously mentioned in the column) The 
concern of most who wrote was over the failure 
of successive governments to achieve the 
empowerment of Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes, the most vulnerable of the 
country’s poor, 63 years after Independence.  
This reveals not only their awareness of the pain 
of these victims of anti-human oppression, but 
also of official and bureaucratic indifference to 
their predicament.  Readers are also aware of the 
lack of political will among those in power to 
help find a way out of this shameful situation.  
This is a far cry from the situation prevailing, 
say, 15-20 years ago, when reports that 
untouchability was still being practiced in many 
parts of the country as harshly as ever carried 
little credibility among readers. 

 

As recently as in 1990, political leaders tended 
to deny that discrimination was practiced 
against Dalits in teashops, where the beverage 
was served to Dalits and non-Dalits in two 
different sets of tumblers.  These leaders 
asserted that it might have happened in one or 
two remote villages.  It was as though they 
believed, and wanted other to believe, that the 
constitutional ban on untouchability had 
abolished it on the ground.  The atrocities 
against Dalits were depicted by most political 
parties and much of the media as ‘inter-caste 
clashes’ and the outcome of some needless 
provocation, usually from the Dalit side.  
Further, there was a marked tendency to equate 
the perpetrators of oppression and violence with 
the victims.  Policemen, the overwhelming 

majority of whom were ‘caste-Hindus’, almost 
always threw their weight behind their kin.  
Dalits thus became the victims of both caste 
oppression and hatred and the custodians of 
law. 

 

It was only during the first decade of the present 
century that large numbers of newspaper 
readers apparently began to see the Dalit 
question n fact-based perspective.  In turn, there 
was a perceptible improvement in the media’s 
approach to, and coverage of, what may broadly 
be termed the Dalit Question, a critical challenge 
facing rising India.  Unlike the previous decade, 
when reader ratings of Dalit-related reports were 
generally poor, the past decade has seen a spurt 
of lively responses to reports and editorial 
articles on poverty, case-based oppression, and 
social injustice.  Young men and women entering 
the field of journalism after being sensitized to 
the issue by good teachers in serious journalism 
schools or departments begin writing on Dalit 
issues boldly and with élan.  At least a few of the 
mainstream newspapers tuned their focus on 
the plight of the poor and the oppressed.  This is 
a heartening trend in agenda building, which in 
turn has sensitized and influenced readers. 

 

The responses to last week’s column of Mr. 
Punia’s appeal to the central government to 
provide job reservation came from readers with 
different backgrounds.  Almost all of hem 
showed great concern for the victims.  The NCSC 
has prioritized the tasks ensuring reservation for 
Dalits in the private sector and maximizing the 
benefits of such plans to Dalits. 

 

Speedy and effective action called for:  A 
former Governor of Mizoram, Dr. A. 
Padmanaban, who now lives in Chennai, pointed 
out in this comment n the column that 
reservation for Scheduled Castes in the private 
sector had been discussed and debated over a 
long period: “The Bill introduced in Parliament 
some years ago was deferred and not dropped on 
the assurances and promises given by leading 
industrialists led by Mr. Ratan Tata in the form 
of a statement for affirmative action.  This 
statement and proposal were given to them, on 
the initiative of Mr. Ratan Tata, to the Prime 
Minister, the Minister of Social Justice and 
others on 25-5-2005.  This proposal includes 
training, scholarships, reservation in private 
sector companies etc.”  He added that it was on 
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the basis of these assurances and in good faith 
that the Government of India deferred the 
Reservation Bill.  Dr. Padmanaban’s assessment 
is that “the measures taken by private sector to 
implement their affirmative action plan have 
been tardy and unsatisfactory.”  He has been in 
correspondence with the Prime Minister, the 
Minister for Social Justice, Mr. Ratan Tata, and 
organizations such as CII-Assocham and FICCI 
on this matter.  “Speedy and effective action is 
called for.  The Indian industrialists have to be 
more liberal and discharge their social 
responsibility effectively,” Dr. Padmanaban 
concluded. 

 

The Bill on Reservation, pending before 
Parliament, seeks to provide job reservation for 
the weaker sections of society in view of 
privatization of several public sector units in the 
country.  The assurance was part of the electoral 
commitments made by UPA-1 (2004-2009) in its 
National Common Minimum Programme.  
According to some newspaper reports, the 
representatives of the industry chambers 
recently conveyed their “inability to implement” 
the suggestion made to these organizations by 
the Union Commerce and Industry Ministry to 
reserve five per cent of jobs for Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes.  In turn, Mr. Punia has 
recently at a meeting with the press at 
Hyderabad served notice on the private sector 
that it “will… have to do something for the 
disadvantaged sections,” failing which he would 
press for legislation to bring this about. 

 

Feudal foundation:  S.V. Venugopalan of 
Chennai was clear about the root of the problem:  
“The feudal foundation of this vast nation is too 
deeply entrenched and the roots of social 
discrimination lie embedded in our genes.  When 
people of various social strata play an equally 
important role in building a nation and 
nourishing it, (the) casteist perspective has no 
place in any modern society”.  Another reader 
commented: “If only our governments had 
organized a massive education programme for 
Dalit children from the primary stage, the 
problem might have been largely solved by now.”  
This progressive observation has some truth in it 
but the challenge is clearly not as single-track or 
as simple as this assertion suggests. 

The Hindu, November 15, 2010 

 

 

Girl’s fingers chopped by friend’s fiancé 

In a shocking incident in Lucknow, a teenage 
girl’s three fingers were chopped off by a youth, 
who suspected that because of her, his would-be 
wife rejected the marriage proposal. 

Deccan Herald, November 3. 

 

Now, women will be protected against sexual 
harassment 

To ensure a safe environment for women at work 
places, both in public and private sectors, the 
Centre on Thursday introduced a Bill in 
Parliament for protection of women against 
sexual harassment. 

 

The Union Cabinet approved the proposal of the 
Ministry of Women and Child Development for 
introduction of Protection of Women against 
Sexual Harassment at Work place Bill, 2010. 

 

If enacted, the Bill would ensure women are 
protected against sexual harassment at all work 
places.  The definition includes any physical 
contact, advances or demand or request for 
sexual favor, showing pornography and other 
unwelcome contact of sexual nature. 

The New Indian Express, November 5. 

 

Media can’t report on sexual assault on 
children without consent 

Bill prohibits comments on child, either as 
accused or victim of an offence, which may 
lower character or infringe privacy 

 

In an attempt to rein in the media, the draft 
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Bill, 
2010 prevents reporting on any child involved in 
an offence without “complete and authentic” 
information and without the consent of the child 
or his or her guardian.  The publisher or owner 
of the media or the studio or photographic 
facilities shall be jointly held liable for the “acts 
and omissions” of his employees. 

 

The Bill, piloted by the Women and Child 
Development Ministry, seeks to protect children 
against sexual assault, sexual harassment and 
pornography, and provide for establishment of 
special courts for trial of such offences.  The 
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gender neutral draft describes a child as an 
individual under 18. 

 

No person from any form of media or studio or 
photographic facilities shall, without having 
complete and authentic information and without 
the consent of the child or his or her parents or 
guardian, make any report or present comments 
on any child who may be a involved in an 
offence, under this proposed law, either as an 
accused or as victim, which may have the effect 
of lowering character or infringing privacy, says 
one of the provisions of the draft Bill. 

 

No report in any media shall disclose, without 
the consent of the child or his/her parents or 
guardian, the address, photograph, family 
details, school, neighbourhood or any other 
particular which may lead to revealing the 
identity of the child.  The Bill recommends 
imprisonment for not less than one year and 
extending up to two years with a fine or both for 
anyone violating the provisions. 

 

“Media must be sensitive” 

Reacting to the media-related provisions, Press 
Council of India Chairman G.N. Ray said the PCI 
as an institution did not believe in any kind of 
blanket gag on the media.  “But it has been 
noticed to the dismay that media has often 
transgressed its limits as has been seen in the 
Aarushi murder case”.  “The media has to be 
cautioned and must be sensitive to these 
issues”, Justice (retd) Ray said, while pointing 
out that curbing media reporting was a serious 
issue. 

 

Call for debate 

While maintaining the dignity of the child victim 
is important, the misdeeds of the accused 
should be brought to light, says Amod Kanth, 
chairman of the Delhi Commission for Protection 
of Child Rights. 

 

“There needs to be a proper debate on whether 
or not be media should be prohibited from 
reporting on sexual offences against children 
and the media is one good platform for doing 
that.  We cannot prohibit a discussion on such 
issues in society and when a debate is initiated, 
some references are bound to come up”. 

Pointing out that the amended Juvenile Justice 
Act also prohibited identification of children 
involved in criminal activities Mr. Kanth said the 
provision, however, was not being implemented.  
Another issue to ponder was that of a child who 
was not alive, and the mention of gory details in 
the media to damage the reputation and dignity 
of the child and the reputation of the family, he 
said citing the Aarushi case. 

The Hindu, November 7. 

 

Tortured Minor girl rescued 

A 13-year old girl, who was allegedly tortured by 
her employer, was rescued by the Karnataka 
Commission for Protection of Child Rights.  The 
girl with burn marks all over her body and face 
hails from Jharkhand. 

Deccan Herald, November 11. 

 

Chhattisgarh cops accused of raping minor 

In a shocking incident that has shaken 
Chhattisgarh’s Dharmjaigarh town, two girls 
including a minor, have alleged that they were 
raped by four policemen in the police station 
complex. 

Deccan Herald, November 13. 

 

Lover hacked to death, girl set ablaze for 
‘family honour’ 

In yet another incident of alleged honour killing, 
a youth was brutally hacked to death and a girl 
set ablaze by her family members in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Bijnaur district. 

Deccan Herald, November 13. 

 

Woman commits suicide due to dowry 
harassment 

Unable to bear harassment by her in-laws, an 
employee of a private firm committed suicide in J 
P Nagar, Bangalore. 

The New Indian Express, November 15. 

 

Minor kept chained overnight in police 
station 

A 16-year-old boy charged with theft was kept 
chained and kept overnight in Kavoor Police 
Station, (Mangalore) under police custody 
without the knowledge of his guardians in gross 
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violation of the Juvenile Justice Amendment Act 
2006.  His relatives intend to file a complaint 
with the Commissioner of Police. 

 

Around 6 p.m. on October 31, the boy and two of 
his friends were walking to Pilikula Nisarga 
Dhama from the Dr. Shivaram Karanth Pilikula 
Biological Park when he spotted a car key on the 
road.  He picked it up and reportedly tried to see 
if the key fit one of the cars parked nearby.  He 
was spotted by the security guard who alerted 
other and was thrashed by the group, and then 
handed over to the police.  His friends escaped 
and returned to their houses, the boy said. 

 

A police constable took him to the police station 
around 7 p.m. where an FIR was lodged against 
him under Sections 379 (punishment for theft) 
and 511 (attempt to commit an offence) of the 
IPC, on the complaint of the security in-charge 
Dayasagar. 

 

Assaulted: According to the fact finding report 
prepared by the district unit of the People’s 
Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL), which also 
pointed out that the boy was kept chained, the 
police constable “repeatedly assaulted the 
juvenile at the time of arrest.  Further, the Sub-
inspector of the Kavoor station hurled abuses at 
him during the interrogation”. 

 

The report records that the boy was not allowed 
calling his parents.  The boy told The Hindu, at 
his house in Bunder, “The police did not let me 
call my house despite repeated requests to use 
the phone to inform my relatives”.  The report 
also states that when the boy’s uncle questioned 
this lack of procedural practice “one of the 
Kavoor Police station officers said that it was not 
their duty to inform the family”. 

 

Law: Chairperson of the Child Welfare 
Committee Asha Nayak told The Hindu that the 
Act stipulates that the police must inform the 
guardians of the child’s whereabouts.  “They also 
should conduct a medical examination”, she 
said.  Section 10 of the Act says “…in no case, a 
juvenile in conflict with law shall be placed in a 
police lockup or lodged in a jail”. Deputy 
Commissioner of Police (Law and Order) R. 
Ramesh said the Kavoor Police Station did not 
have a lock up, which could be why he was 

chained.  “It is our responsibility to ensure that 
the accused does not escape.” He said.  He said 
action would be taken if there was a petition or a 
complaint. 

The Hindu, November 19 

 

Muslim girl killed for loving Hindu boy 

A Muslim girl, who was allegedly having an affair 
with a Hindu youth, was strangled by her father 
in Uttar Pradesh’s Moradabad district for the 
sake of family’s honour. The killing comes barely 
a few days after a Muslim youth was brutally 
hacked to death while his Hindu lover was set 
ablaze by the latter’s family members in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Bijnaur district. 

Deccan Herald, November 26, 2010 

 

Centre Moots Campaign against 
malnutrition 

The Centre will soon launch a nationwide 
campaign against malnutrition in order to 
address issues of status of women, the care of 
pregnant mothers and children under two, 
breastfeeding, and the importance of balanced 
nutrition, health, hygiene and sanitation. 

 

The need for such campaign was felt at the first 
meeting of the Prime Minister’s National Council 
on India’s Nutrition Challenges.  Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh who chaired the meeting 
termed the problem of malnutrition a complex 
one caused by multiple factors and with long-
term consequences on the growth and 
development. “In spite of the impressive growth 
of our economy and a number of programmes 
aimed at meeting the nutritional challenge, the 
levels of under nutrition continue to remain 
unacceptably high. 

 

Further the rates of reduction in under-nutrition 
over time have been disappointingly low.  This is 
simply unacceptable,” Singh said.  Underlining 
the need for strengthening and restructuring of 
ICDS, the Prime Minister asked the Ministry of 
Women and Child Development to take steps in 
this direction, with special focus on pregnant 
and lactating mothers and children under three. 

The New Indian Express, November 26, 2010 

 

 


