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Dalit children recount horrific tales 

of discrimination 

 

In the Dalit Bal Sansad (Dalit Kids 

Parliament), which was organized recently 

in Bihar, hundreds of children belonging to 

Dalit and Mahadalit community narrated 

their first-hand experience about 

discrimination at the hands of upper castes. 

 

Aged between 8 and 14, these children tore 

Nitish Kumar’s Government to shreds when 

one after another they recounted their 

horrific tales.  One such student was 13-

year old Poonam Kumari from Gaya, who 

recalled how five youths from her village 

forced her to disrobe at a secluded place, 

and then took turns to rape her.  Tears 

continued to roll down her cheeks as she 

narrated her experience before a select 

gathering, which included SC/ST Welfare 

Minister in Bihar Jitan Ram Manjhi. 

 

Her woes did not end there.  She had to 

undergo a medical examination, and after 

her charges were found to be true, an FIR 

was lodged at the concerned police station.  

But since the culprits enjoy enormous clout, 

they continue to roam around freely and, at 

times, even pass lewd comments on 

Poonam whenever they come face to face 

with her. 

But then Poonam was not alone.  Fourteen-

year-old Radha had come all the way from 

Barachatti, where she studies in Kasturba 

Gandhi Madhya Vidyalaya.  One day she 

complained to her teacher about 

stomachache.  But the teacher locked her up 

in the toilet for six hours.  The teacher said 

that since she was shamming, she needed to 

be taught a lesson.  Radha would have 

remained locked up in the dingy and 

unhygienic bathroom had one of her class-

mates not informed her father, who came 

rushing to the school and forced the teacher 

to let her go. 

 

There were more stories of discrimination 

in store.  Bina Kumari of Gaighat narrated 

in detail how the toilet in her school was out 

of bounds for the Dalit girls.  “Only upper 

caste girls are allowed to make use of the 

toilet,” said Bina. 

 

Besides, Dalit students are served their mid-

day meals in leaf plates while upper caste 

students are provided food in proper plates 

by the Rajkiya Madhya Vidyalaya,” she 

added. 

 

It is not only the mid-day meal where the 

discrimination is rampant.  The Dalit 

children face prejudices even if they apply 

for a school-leaving certificate.  “Upper 

caste, students have to pay just Rs.40 for a 

school-leaving certificate, while Dalit 

students like us are made to cough up 

Rs.100 for the same,” said Satnarian 

Paswan of Darbhanga. 

 

The tales of bias come close on the heels of 

Nitish Kumar’s government announcing 

dwelling units and land for Mahadalits 

where they can build their dwelling units.  

Compiled by: 

Valasamma Joseph 

John VM Juliana 
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Apart from this, the Government has also decided to 

organize a Transistor Mela, on the lines of Pustak Mela, 

Rojgar Mela and Loan Mela.  This fair will be held 

exclusively for the Mahadalits of the State, where 

companies manufacturing radios will distribute transistor 

sets to the identified beneficiaries belonging to the 

oppressed class, so that they can receive information 

about the various welfare schemes meant for them. 

 

Conceding that the transistor sets have not reached the 

beneficiaries, Nitish said, “I admit that the transistor sets 

have not reached you as my officers are wary that the 

amount would instead be spent on alcohol.  So I have 

decided that henceforth Transistor Melas would be 

organized.  In this fair, transistor set companies will 

distribute the sets to the identified beneficiaries after 

receiving coupons from them. 

 

“The coupons, of course, will be made available to the 

beneficiaries by the government, which, in turn, will pay 

the amount to the companies,” Nitish added.  But for 

many beneficiaries these coupons have also proved to be 

elusive so far. 

Deccan Herald, May 15, 2011 

 

We are denied Jobs and Education Because of 

HIV 

 

The Bill that aims to protect the rights of the HIV 

infected people is pending with the Health Ministry 

since March 2010 

 

Members of the civil society organizations working for 

the cause of HIV, stressed on the tabling and passing of 

the much delayed HIV/AIDS Bill during the monsoon 

session of Parliament. 

 

An HIV positive for the past 15 years and a member of 

Milana, an organization working for the cause of PLHIV 

said, “The HIV bill which aims to protect the rights of 

the people infected and affected by HIV/AIDS was 

finalized by the National AIDS Control Organization in 

August 2006.  In September 2007, it was sent to the Law 

Ministry.  However, it was only in March 2010 that the 

Law Ministry cleared the Bill.  Since then, it is pending 

with the Health Ministry.  We are not only denied jobs 

and education because of HIV but are also refused 

treatment in emergency situations.” 

Under the present HIV programme, though government 

provides first and second line anti – retroviral treatment 

(ARTs) to people infected with HIV, but treatment for 

opportunistic infections and diagnostic tests like viral 

load tests are not available at the government centers. 

 

The Bill is very important as it puts an obligation on the 

state to provide complete treatment including ARTs, 

diagnostics and nutritional supplements to all HIV 

positive people. 

The New Indian Express, 16 May 2011 

 

Minor girl saved from forced wedding 

Officers of the Women and Child Welfare Department 

thwarted an effort to marry off a minor girl to a Raju (25) 

of Gandhinagar, in Mandya. 

 

The officers took an undertaking from the parents of the 

girl and the groom that they would not attempt to marry 

off the girl.  Since they have pledged an undertaking, the 

police have not registered the case. 

Deccan Herald, May 20, 2011 

 

Sexual abuse allegations hit TTD-run school 

Seniors accused of molesting seven boys 

The Veda Pathasala at Dharmagiri, 15 km from the 

shrine of Lord Venkateswara in Tirumala, found it 

embroiled in a controversy after reports of alleged sexual 

abuse of junior boys by senior students emerged. Stung 

by the public uproar, the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam 

(TTD) administration has rusticated four senior students 

from the Pathashala set up in an isolated part of the 

Tirumala hill range. 

 

Based on a complaint by State Human Rights 

Commission Chitoor District conveners Dharmayya and 

Ramanjaneyulu, a case was registered against the four 

senior students and a teacher, at the Tirumala town police 

station. 

Deccan Herald, May 20, 2011 

 

Women’s group stops child marriage 

Members of a women’s organization and officials 

prevented the marriage of a minor girl at the Srinivas 

Kalyan Mantap, Bagalkot. 

Deccan Herald, May 21, 2011 
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Man killed for having food with Dalits in Uttar 

Pradesh 

In a shocking incident, an old man was strangled to death 

allegedly by the members of his community for having 

food at a feast organized by a Dalit family at a village in 

Uttar Pradesh’s Jaunpur district.  Ironically the victim 

also belonged to “kurmi” (a backward community). 

 

Barely a few days ago, members of the “Brahmin” 

community had refused to have food with dalits at a 

religious fest at a village in UP’s Maharajganj district. 

Deccan Herald, May 21, 2011 

 

1400 kids rescued by NGO Sathi 

The City based NGO, Sathi Society for Assistance to 

Children in Difficult Situations – has rescued 1400 

children from the City railway station platforms during 

2010-2011. 

 

Everyday four to six children, who run away from home 

and seek refuge on City’s streets or railway platforms, 

are rescued by this organization. 

Deccan Herald, May 22, 2011 

 

A Custom-Made Tragedy 

Girls of the Beda tribe must get married at puberty. 

 

India might have officially banned child marriages 

decades ago, but in the Gandethur village, Heggadevana 

Kote taluk, Mysore district of Karnataka it is still 

prevalent among the Bedas, a tribe of about eight 

hundred families, spread across the villages of Machur, 

Gundre, D B Kuppe and Kabinigiri. 

 

The Bedas (also  known as Beda Gowdas), who migrated 

from the forest bordering Kerala, believe that a girl 

should be married within a year of attaining puberty.  

Not surprising, then, that these villages have mothers as 

young as 14 – many of them were, after all married off 

between ages 12 and 16.  In fact, girls over 16 lose their 

right to marry, according to Beda customs. 

 

The Bedas, who are quite fair-skinned, depended on 

minor forest produce and fishing in the rivers, before a 

ban on collection of forest produce pushed them to 

working as daily wage labourers.  They speak in a dialect 

that is a mixture of Kannada and Malayalam, celebrate 

festivals like Onam and pray to Vishu. They also have 

some of the lowest literacy rates for men and women 

anywhere. 

 

Though younger generations are exposed to urban life, 

they stick to their inhuman age-old practice.  Especially 

with an increase in the female population, there is now a 

greater demand for boys among the tribals.  The fairer 

girls are lucky to be married before 16.  As for the less 

attractive or darker complexioned ones, most remain 

unwed.  Many are reported to suffer from psychological 

problems and inferiority complexes.  Devamma, 70, 

mother of nine said there are more than fifty unwed girls 

in Gandethur and neighbouring villages.  A majority of 

them are above 16, and work as labourers for survival.  

She adds that few will get lucky if men within the 

community prefer a second marriage. 

 

20-year-old Mahesh is a worried young man, with six 

sisters, four of whom have attained puberty and are not 

married.  Two of his sisters work in the field for 

livelihood.  According to him, many girls in his 

community are Std VII dropouts, restricted to household 

activities after an early marriage.  Angrily, he swears that 

he will revolt against the heinous practice and marry a 20

-year-old. 

 

Regretting the pathetic living conditions and plight of 

women, Swamy, an employee at a resort on the Kabini 

River, feels lack of education and exposure has left the 

tribe in darkness.  There are around 40 unwed women in 

Gundethur alone.  He feels the government should think 

of giving pensions or financial assistance to unwed 

women to boost their morale and make them 

economically self-sufficient. 

 

Sociologist Prof Indira said lack of awareness, coupled 

with superstitious beliefs are the major factors behind 

child marriages in the Beda community.  Stressing the 

need for continuous counseling and orientation on 

various issues, she feels they can be made to understand 

and give up their custom. 

The New Indian Express, May 22, 2011 
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Progressive India bays for unborn girls’ blood 

Education and economic growth seem to have no bearing 

whatsoever on the barbarous act of female foeticide in 

India. 

 

A study published in the “Lancet” on 24th May paints a 

grim future for the women, with wealthy and educated 

families increasingly going for abortion of the second 

girl child if their first-born also was a girl.  Between 30 

lakh and 60 lakh female fetuses were selectively aborted 

in the country in the last three decades, claims the study.  

The rate is higher than the combined figures for the last 

two decades.  Selective abortions of girls are estimated to 

be between 4.2 and 12.1 million over the three decades 

from 1980 to 2010, as per the research findings that are 

to be published in the upcoming issue of the magazine. 

 

They analysed census data and 2.5 lakh birth histories 

from national surveys to estimate differences in girl-boy 

ratio for second births in families where the first-born 

child had been a girl.  The sex ratio for the second child, 

if the firstborn is a girl, fell from 906 girls to 1000 boys 

in 1990 to 836 in 2005. 

 

The ratio decreased further in the families with mothers 

of 10 or more years of education, but was unchanged for 

uneducated mothers.  The study claimed selective 

abortion not only increased in the last few decades but 

gender imbalance traveled to east and south from the 

“traditional hot sports” in north India. 

 

“As India gets richer, the situation is going to get worse 

because wealth would lead to a higher level of access to 

sex selection technologies and areas outside the scope of 

law.  The private sector in health care is also largely 

unregulated and major reforms are required,” aid Prabhat 

Jha, principal investigator of the study from the 

University of Tornoto. 

 

If pre-natal testing shows a baby girl, more parents opt 

for abortion of their second child to ensure having at 

least one boy in the family. 

 

The 2011 census revealed about 71 lakh fewer girls than 

boys in the 0-6 age group, which is significantly higher 

than the corresponding figures in the previous two 

headcounts.  The gap was 60 lakh in 2001 and 42 lakh in 

the 1991 Census. 

Deccan Herald, May 25, 2011 

Early marriages: Parents defy law to marry off 

children 

 

In North Karnataka, adults indulge in child’s play 

 

A favourite game of children the world over involves 

marriage with its attendant rituals, as the young try 

to re-enact the weddings in their families and that of 

the neighbours.  But in north Karnataka, the games 

are scarily real, and are initiated by adults, as the 

numbers of underage marriages are showing an 

alarming increase. 

 

From February to May this year, officials of the Women 

and Child Development Department have prevented as 

many as 61 marriages and rescued 122 minor brides and 

grooms, who are being housed in the Child Care Centre. 

 

While some rescued children aged between 12 and 15 

years were somewhat aware that they were being married 

off, those below the age of 10 were unaware that their 

parents were getting them married. 

 

In May alone five child couples were prevented from 

being married off at Gokak by members of the Child 

Marriage Prevention Committee headed by Child 

Development Project Officer.  The committee could 

prevent the marriage due to the information passed on by 

social activists.  But many more such marriages are 

feared to have passed off without the knowledge of the 

people and officials. 

 

Heightening awareness among parents about the ill-

effects of child marriages is the only effective tool to 

prevent the vile practice, says Women and Child 

Development Department Deputy Director K H Oblappa.  

Services of anganwadi workers and members of 

women’s self-help groups are being utilized to create 

awareness among communities with a thrust on villages 

more prone to child marriages.  Street plays have been 

planned to educate the people and women in particular 

about the ill practice of child marriages and its adverse 

consequences. 

Deccan Herald, May 26, 2011 
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Dowry: Newly Married Woman Kills Self 

Dejected over dowry harassment, a newly married 

woman ended her life by setting herself ablaze.  The 

incident was reported in Lakshmidevi Layout in 

Electronics City, Bangalore. 

The New Indian Express, May 27, 2011 

 

GP President Held For Raping Minor 

 

The Hulibele Gram Panchayat president was arrested on 

charges of raping a minor girl.  Muniyappa (58) of 

Athigirikuppa village in Bangarpet taluk of Kolar 

district, has been charged with raping an eight-year-old 

girl of the same village. When Muniyappa learnt about 

the turn of events, he allegedly attempted to settle the 

issue within the village before the police arrived. 

The New Indian Express, May 27, 2011 

 

 

Murder By Superstition 

 

Hundreds of innocents are branded as witches and 

warlocks, and murdered in the most gruesome 

manner in rural Orissa.   Despite literacy efforts and 

rationalist campaigns, superstition continues to claim 

its victims. 

 

• May 2011: Two persons, including a woman, were 

killed as “witches” by their relatives in Bisoi and 

Karanjia police station areas of Mayurbhanj 

district. 

• April 2011: Members of two families in Deogarh 

district’s Sunamunda village were paraded and 

force-fed animal excreta after being accused of 

witchcraft. 

• February 2011: Two persons, including a 

minor, allegedly killed an aged couple who they 

claimed were witches in Sana Ramachandrapur 

village under Similipal Reserve Forest in 

Mayurbhanj district. 

• May 2009: Three tribals slit the throats of two 

minors in Rayagada district to appease their 

goddess to obtain wealth.   

• A temple priest was hacked to death by villagers for 

black magic in Ganjam district. 

 

On the blistering afternoon of May 16, 17-year-old Gouri 

Murmu turned up at Mayurbhanj district’s Bisoi police 

station with an aluminium pot in her hand.  Inside was 

the severed head of 60-year-old Ratani Marandi – 

Gouri’s elder sister’s mother-in-law.  The girl told the 

police that Ratani had cast a black magic spell on her 

family and it ruined her life forever.  “I started 

suspecting her (Ratani) of witchcraft when I failed in the 

matriculation exam last year.  My suspicion was 

reinforced when my father died of an unknown fever a 

few months ago and later, I tool fell sick.  I decapitated 

her so that she won’t be able to harm anyone else,” said 

the unrepentant teenager.  Gouri, who was charged with 

murder under Section 302 of the IPC, is currently lodged 

in the Juvenile Justice Home at Berhampur. 

 

Gouri’s is not the only macabre example of a villager 

driven by ignorance and fear to commit extreme violence 

in Orissa.  According t an estimate, superstition has 

claimed over 182 lives in the last 10 years in the state.  A 

study conducted by the Orissa Rationalists Society 

(ORS) reports that a least 56 persons have been 

murdered across 21 districts in the name of superstition 

in 2010 alone.  The bizarre trend shows no sign of 

abating this year. 

 

The tribal hinterland of Orissa, dogged by poverty, 

ignorance and disease, is the ground zero of ritualistic 

murder.  Districts such as Sundergarh, Keonjhar and 

Mayurbhanj have witnessed more than a hundred such 

slayings in the last decade.  Although most  of the 

incidents are in the tribal areas, the bloody practice is 

even present in Orissa’s coastal districts that are not only 

developed but also boast of a higher level of education 

and urban growth, points out Sudhanshu Dhada, a 

member of ORS. 

 

Last year, the natives of Kandha Zilinda village in 

Nayagarh district – barely 100 km from state capital 

Bhubaneswar – who suspected another villager Jaya 

Krushna Behera of sorcery, conducted the “magical cot” 

ritual (a suspended string cot is spun by a witch doctor 

and the person towards whom it points when it comes to 

rest is identified as the “culprit”) and burnt down his 

house. 

 

The explosion of information technology, growing 

industrialization and rising literacy notwithstanding, 

large pockets of Orissa are not free of prehistoric beliefs, 

Ganjam, Khurda and Balasore districts report killings 

triggered by witchcraft or sorcery.  Social activists, who 
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demand special legislation to curtail the rising graph of 

superstition-related crimes, call for efforts to be stepped 

up to penetrate regions where superstition is deeply 

rooted. 

 

The tribals don’t regret such inhuman acts since they 

themselves are immersed in superstition.  The need of the 

hour is to reach out to them and expose the so-called 

miraculous acts, investigate so-called paranormal 

activities and make them aware of scientific reality. 

 

Minister of ST & SC Development, Minorities and 

Backward Classes Welfare, Lal Bihari Himirika, who 

represents tribal-dominated Rayagada district, agrees.  

“The new generation of educated tribals may not 

subscribe to the age-old beliefs and practices but they are 

outnumbered in a community when something goes 

wrong, like people dying f unknown reasons. reach out to 

them and expose the so-called miraculous acts, 

investigate so-called paranormal activities and make 

them aware of scientific reality. 

 

Minister of ST & SC Development, Minorities and 

Backward Classes Welfare, Lal Bihari Himirika, who 

represents tribal-dominated Rayagada district, agrees.  

“The new generation of educated tribals may not 

subscribe to the age-old beliefs and practices but they are 

outnumbered in a community when something goes 

wrong, like people dying f unknown reasons.  Increased 

penetration of education is the only solution, he said. 

 

But education was not enough to prevent Gouri from 

committing murder.  What is worrisome is that the 

majority of witchcraft victims are women.  On May 25, 

the Balasore Police was informed that two women were 

locked up for four days in a house at Sangrampur village 

in Nilagiri by local residents.  There have been frequent 

deaths in Sangrampur; four days ago villagers consulted 

a witch doctor of Mayurbhanj who named the families of 

the unfortunate women.  The two-Kati Singh (40) and 

Mama Singh (50) – were held hostage until the police 

rescued them. 

 

Worried about rampant witch-hunting, the Orissa police 

have roped in rationalists and scientists to debunk tribal 

myths.  They travel around villages making live 

scientific demonstrations to convince tribals to abandon 

superstition; but there has been no perceptible change in 

attitudes.  DIG of Police (Western Range) Yashwant 

Kumar Jethwa says, Though the number of incidents has 

dropped, superstition continues to hold sway over the 

people’s minds.”  Psychologist Prasanna Sahani explains 

that in many cases tribals suffering from a prolonged 

illness suspect sorcery as having caused their affliction, 

instead of going to hospitals.  When the patient dies, 

villagers murder the ‘suspect’.  Strong police action has 

not been enough.  “Old women and widows without 

family support are the usual victims of such lynchings,” 

Additional Director General of Police V Thiagarajan, 

who served as chief of the Human Rights Protection Cell 

of Orissa Police, explains. 

 

Chairperson of State Commission for Women Dr Jyoti 

Panigraghy, however, attributes the murders to greed.  

She says the lure of property prompts relatives to 

instigate ignorant villagers against suspected 

‘magicians’. 

 

Tribals constitute 22 per cent f Orissa’s total population 

of 4.19 crore.  Unfortunately, the state’s school 

curriculum does not educate students on witchcraft and 

superstition.  “Even the National Curriculum Frame work 

is silent on these beliefs that are so strongly embedded in 

remote areas. The change must begin in the class room, 

says Aparajita Sarangi, Commissioner-cum-Secretary, 

School and Mass Education. 

 

Dhada says he has prepared a module on how to 

eradicate the dark beliefs of tribals and illiterates.  “So 

far we have conducted over a hundred awareness 

campaigns in 20 districts.  Our efforts are on to sensitise 

people about superstitions,” Dhada adds.  Here’s hoping 

light dawns on the area of darkness. 

 

Some instances of killings and brutalities over sorcery 

reported in the last five years 

 

December 2010: Four persons were killed in 

Sundergarh, Keonjhar and Jharsuguda 

districts for allegedly practicing sorcery. 

May 2010: A man killed his younger brother’s wife 

on suspicion of witchcraft in Deogarh 

district 

March 2010: A woman suspected to be practicing 

witchcraft in Jangala village in Sundergarh 

district was beaten up and paraded naked. 

December 2009: Three members of a family were 

murdered on the suspicion of practicing 

witchcraft in Keonjhar 
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December 2008: A person was beaten to death for 

allegedly practicing sorcery on fellow 

villagers in Kendrapara district. 

October 2008: A man lynched his 15-year-old son, 

niece and sister, a day after Dussehra, at 

Ambajoda village in Mayurbhanj district.  

The accused Banshidhar Mundial was a 

state government employee. 

August 2008: A woman was beaten to death by a 

fake Baba who offered her blood to a deity 

to attain super powers. 

June 2008: A couple in Keonjhar district was 

brutally murdered for witchcraft. 

April 2008: Three youths beheaded 60-year-old 

Barju Hembrum for “practicing witchcraft” 

March 2008: Three persons of a family were 

strangled to death by their relatives in 

Ranibhola village in Mayurbhanj district for 

allegedly practicing sorcery 

December 2007: Four persons were killed over 

sorcery, one being the victim of his 

grandson, in fur separate places in 

Mayurbhanj and Balasore districts. 

November 2007: Five persons, including three in 

Rairangpur and two in Jshipur blocks in 

Mayurbhanj, were hacked to death by their 

family members. 

October 2007: In Siripur village of Keonjhar, a 

person hacked two women to death since he 

suspected them of having killed his parents 

by practicing witchcraft. 

September 2007: A man was arrested in Jajpur 

district for allegedly killing an old woman 

suspected of practicing sorcery.  In another 

incident, two youths brutally murdered their 

mothers at Bamebari under Joda police 

station in Keonjhar as they suspected them 

of practicing black magic. 

August 2007: Four persons, including three women 

in Pratappur village under Nilagiri police 

station of Balasore district, were beheaded 

by fellow villagers. 

May 2006: Six women were branded as witches and 

paraded naked in a village in Ganjam 

district.  They were later beaten up 

mercilessly by the villagers who shaved 

their heads and ostracized their families. 

The New Indian Express, May 29, 2011 

 

12 Child labourers rescued 

 

12 children working in Shella handicraft manufacturing 

units were rescued by authorities from Central Delhi.  

The raid was conducted by police, labor department 

officials and activists of child rights NGO Bachpan 

Bachao Andolan in LNJP colony of Daryaganj.  The 

children were trafficked from Bihar and were being 

forced to work for 12-15 hours a day, an official said, 

adding children as young as 8 years were working in the 

units.  “These children were working in badly lit, ill-

ventilated and damp cubicles of 6’X6’ size.  These 

cubicles are their kitchen, bedroom as well as workplace.  

All these children bear wound marks on their body. 

Deccan Herald, May 31, 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


