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806 farmer suicides in State in 2008806 farmer suicides in State in 2008806 farmer suicides in State in 2008806 farmer suicides in State in 2008----

2011201120112011    

As many as 806 farmers have committed 

suicide in the last two-and-a-half years in 

the State of Karnataka. Among the 

districts, Hassan has reported the highest 

number of suicides at 101, according to a 

written reply by Agriculture Minister 

Umesh Katti to the Legislative Assembly 

on 28th February.  Bidar stood second with 

88 cases. 

 

However, there seems to be a decrease in 

the number of the farmers’ suicide cases 

in the last two years.  Compared to 337 

suicides in 2008-09, there were 290 

suicides in 2009-10.  In 2010-11, 179 cases 

have been reported so far. 

 

Backtracking donors:  Backtracking donors:  Backtracking donors:  Backtracking donors:  Of the 56 donors, 

who had come forward to construct 

houses for the flood affected in North 

Karnataka under “Aasare’ project, as many 

as 15 have backtracked, Revenue Minister 

Janardhana Reddy stated in a written 

reply to the Assembly. 

 

The government had so far constructed 

17,194 houses under the project, spending 

Rs.349 crore. Donors who have 

backtracked are; Wipro Township, Katta 

Foundation, Bharatiya Seva Dal, Century 

Group, Chandrashekara Swamiji, Cleaner 

Jain Corporation, Sri Vikranth, Can 

Holding Group, Dalmiya Cements, 

Kammavari Sangha, L&T-Township, 

Metro Township, Mysore Minerals, 

MRPL, BEML and Seva. 

Deccan Herald, March 1, 2011 

 

Child bride who wouldn’t give upChild bride who wouldn’t give upChild bride who wouldn’t give upChild bride who wouldn’t give up 

For seven years, Sunita suffered multiple 

injustices.  Victim of a child marriage at 

the age of 13, she became a mother at 15, 

was thrown out of her marital home by 

her husband as a teenage mother, and 

denied her rights by a court which 

refused to recognize her marriage as 

lawful. 

 

But the gutsy girl from Shahapur in 

Gulbarga district, Karnataka refused to 

buckle.  For seven years, she fought a 

brave legal battle that stretched into the 

High Court, and won finally. 

 

Married at 13, Sunitha, along with her 

child, was abandoned by her husband 

even before she crossed teenage.  It took 

several years for her to prove her marital 

status as child marriage is prohibited 

legally, but practiced rampantly.  She 

could seek divorce and get alimony only if 

she could prove her marital status. 

 

Compiled by: 

Valasamma Joseph 

John VM Juliana 

 



 (Human Rights Diary)2 

Vigil India Movement 

Sunita was married to Bhimaraya Baykodi of 

Vibhootihalli n June 24, 1999, when both were still 

students at a government school.  After two years, 

Sunita bore a daughter, Padmavati.  Bhimaraya 

deserted Sunita in 2004.  Sunita approached the JMFC 

court seeking alimony and a share in the property for 

her daughter.  In her petition, she sought the court not 

to allow Bhimaraya to marry a second time so long as 

he was married to her. 

 

However, the court dismissed her petition stating that 

as she was a minor at the time of wedding, the 

marriage had no legal sanctity and she was not entitled 

to the alimony and the property. 

 

Sunita then moved the Civil Court seeking restitution 

of her conjugal rights, but failed because traditions and 

rituals of wedding were not enough to prove her point 

in the court.  Her application as rejected to want of 

evidence. 

 

Undeterred by the verdicts of the lower courts, Sunita 

approached the High Court Circuit Bench in Gulbarga 

in 2008. Bhimaraya contended that Sunita wasn’t his 

wife legally as their marriage, conducted in their 

childhood, was illegal.  He also argued that 

Padmavathi was not his daughter. 

 

Hearing the case, the Divisional Bench comprising 

Justice K L Manjunath and B Manohar direct the lower 

court that she be given a due share in the property and 

alimony as she had reached the age of 18. 

 

Hearing her appeal against the Civil Court order on 

the restitution of her conjugal rights, the Bench 

observed: “The child can’t be denied a share in the 

property.  If the husband argued that child marriage 

was illegal and rejected the claim over the child born 

to them,  Bheemaraya can be booked on the charges of 

raping a minor”. 

Deccan Herald, March 2, 2011 

 

 

MGNREGA activist who exposed many cases of MGNREGA activist who exposed many cases of MGNREGA activist who exposed many cases of MGNREGA activist who exposed many cases of 

corruption found deadcorruption found deadcorruption found deadcorruption found dead    

“His death is a planned conspiracy by middlemen and “His death is a planned conspiracy by middlemen and “His death is a planned conspiracy by middlemen and “His death is a planned conspiracy by middlemen and 

contractors” contractors” contractors” contractors”     

    

Niyamat Ansari, a member of the NREGA Sahayata 

Kendra, was found beaten to death in Jharkhand’s 

Latehar district 110 km from Ranch.  He is said to have 

exposed many cases of corruption by local contractors 

in work under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 

Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). 

 

R. K. Malik Inspector-General (operations) said some 

unidentified persons barged into Mr. Ansari’s house 

late night on 2-3-2011 and took him with them.  After 

several hours, police recovered the body.  Ansari, a 

resident of Kope Gram Panchayat, is a member of the 

Gram Swaraj Abhiyan. 

 

Asked for the reason behind the killing, Mr. Malik said 

Mr. Ansari’s fight against corruption could have been a 

motive.  “We are still investigating the case and it is 

too early to draw a conclusion.” 

 

According to official sources an FIR has been filed and 

investigations have begun. Mr. Gurjeet of NREGA 

Watch said: “Ansari was working for the rights of 

MGNRGEA workers in this area during the last few 

years.  His death is a planned conspiracy by 

middlemen and contractors.  MGNRGEA is launched 

by the government to provide help for the poor, but as 

the government has appointed contractors it has 

adversely affected the life of people.” 

 

“Ansari has exposed a number of cases of MGNREGA 

funds in Rankikala Gram Panchayat. 

 

An FIR was lodged against the main culprit, Kailash 

Sahu, former BDO of Manika.  More than Rs.2 lakh 

was recovered from Mr. Sahu and his accomplice.  One 

of Mr. Ansari’s associates, Bhukhand Singh, was also 

threatened by the contractors”, Mr. Gurjeet added.  
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This is the second incident in the State in less than a 

month in which a MGNREGA worker was beaten to 

death.  On February 21, a labourer, Subbal Mahato 

(50), was purportedly beaten up by a contractor when 

he asked for work under the MGNREGA.  He was 

declared brought dead by doctors. 

The Hindu, March 4, 2011. 

 

Gulbarga children forced to work as bonded Gulbarga children forced to work as bonded Gulbarga children forced to work as bonded Gulbarga children forced to work as bonded 

labourerslabourerslabourerslabourers    

Lack of awareness, patriarchal attitude, lack of Lack of awareness, patriarchal attitude, lack of Lack of awareness, patriarchal attitude, lack of Lack of awareness, patriarchal attitude, lack of 

coordination among govt. agencies reason for dropoutscoordination among govt. agencies reason for dropoutscoordination among govt. agencies reason for dropoutscoordination among govt. agencies reason for dropouts    

 

Bonded labour is rampant in Handarki village in 

Sedam taluk of Gulbarga district and is the reason 

behind the highest number of school drop outs, out-of-

school children and fewer labourers in Mahatma 

Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 

Scheme (MGNREGS) 

 

When Express asked a 12-year-old boy herding cattle 

why he did not go to school, he replied: “My father has 

died and my mother has left me here as a bonded 

labourer and has migrated to Bangalore for work.” 

 

The boy, Sharanabasava, said he dropped out of school 

when he was in the fifth standard though he was keen 

on studies.  Sharanabasava says, “My landlord 

Lakshman Gowda gave Rs.5000 and 25 kg of jowar to 

my mother”.  In return, Sharanahasava has to graze 

Lakshman’s cattle and make Kullu (fuel made of cow 

dung) and do other household work. 

 

Records at the higher primary school of Handarki 

village confirm the practice.  Parents have written in 

the school register that they are poor and cannot send 

their children to school.  Ramesh, a teacher at the 

Government Primary School said that when a team of 

teachers went to the children’s houses, people there 

beat them up.  The number of dropouts according to 

official records is 90 in Handarki village and even 

former Seam TP president does not send her daughter 

to school. 

When officials noticed a drop in attendance in 

December, January and February in Handarki, they 

decided to investigate.  During a raid, 19 girls in the 

age group of 10-16 were fund sprinkling pesticides on 

cotton crops.  The team freed the girls and filed a case 

against the landlord. 

 

According to a survey conducted by Community 

Development Foundation (CDF), in Handarki village, 

363 girls and 309 boys were out of school. 

The New Indian Express, March 4, 2011 

 

Centre clears Bill on sexual abuse of kidsCentre clears Bill on sexual abuse of kidsCentre clears Bill on sexual abuse of kidsCentre clears Bill on sexual abuse of kids    
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THE Centre on 3-3-2011 cleared a Bill seeking to 

prevent sexual abuse of children with provisions for 

stringent punishment for such offences.  The meeting 

of Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister 

Manmohan Singh approved the Protection of Children 

from Sexual Offences Bill, 2010, aimed at protecting 

children against offences of sexual assault, sexual 

harassment, pornography and which provided for 

establishment of special courts for trial of such 

offences. 

 

For the first time, the Bill proposes to put the onus of 

proving their innocence on the accused.  Under 

existing provisions to deal with sexual assault or rape 

under the Indian Penal Code, the prosecution has to 

prove the guilt of the accused. 

 

The Bill provides for treating sexual assault as 

‘aggravated offence’ when it is committed by a person 

in position of trust or authority over a child including 

a member of the security forces, police officer, public 

servant, management or staff of a children’s home, 

hospital or educational institution. 
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It will be treated as an aggravated offence where the 

child victim is below 12 years or has mental or 

physical disability or the sexual offence causes grievous 

hurt or injury to the child with long-term adverse 

effect on the child’s mind and body. 

 

The punishment for such an offence would be 

imprisonment of up to seven years with fine. The 

punishment for penetrative sexual assault has been 

proposed to be at least five years in jail and a minimum 

fine of Rs.50000/-.  However, Section 7 of the Bill 

provides for ‘no punishment’ if the consent for sexual 

act has been obtained with a person aged between 16 

to 18 years. 

 

There is a special provision in the Bill preventing 

abuse of children for pornographic purpose or 

possessing pornographic material involving children. 

 

The media has been barred from reporting the cases 

without having complete and authentic information 

and from disclosing the identity of the child. 

 

According to a study on child abuse undertaken by the 

Ministry of Women and Child Development, 5322 

percent children reported having faced one or more 

forms of sexual abuse.  Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar 

and Delhi reported highest percentage of sexual abuse 

among both boys and girls.  50 percent abuses were 

persons known to the child or in a position of trust and 

responsibility. 

The New Indian Express, March 4, 2011 

 

Tough laws to check child abuseTough laws to check child abuseTough laws to check child abuseTough laws to check child abuse    

 

A minor step forward in dealing with sexual offences 

has been taken with the drafting of a bill specifying 

punitive measures, but it still needs to be firmed up if 

it is to act as a genuine deterrent.  For one, the 

quantum of punishment is not enough to dissuade 

habitual offenders, including the predatory pedophiles 

that come from abroad.  For another, the proposed 

legislation ignores the social context in which such 

offences take place.  For instance, it is no secret that 

many of the abuses occur where child is familiar with 

the pervert either because he is a member of the 

family or a neighbour or a teacher or a school bully or 

even a doctor; as a recent incident in a reputed medical 

institution showed. 

 

As a result, offences of this nature do not come to light 

at all either because of the shame felt by the victim or 

because of threats by the perpetrator.  Although the 

raising of social awareness through widespread 

publicity can help to keep such incidents in check, 

perhaps the law should take greater cognizance of the 

fact that the number of abuses committed in homes is 

much greater.  At present, any publicity in this respect 

is carried on intermittently, if at all.  In any case, the 

prescribed punishments of three years in jail for 

inappropriately touching a child and five years for 

sexual assault are not enough.  Nor is the fine of 

Rs.50000/-.  Only far stiffer measures can help to 

reduce the crime. 

 

It is just as well, however, that policemen have been 

singled out for higher chastisement.  Any act of 

indecency by them will be treated as “aggravated 

sexual assault” carrying a sentence of five years in jail 

which can be extended to seven.  In their cases, it is 

their coercive power which makes the victims feels all 

the more helpless, especially in a country where the 

security personnel are yet to shed their colonial 

heritage of brutality.  The shocking case of four 

members of the president’s bodyguards raping a 17-

year-old girl in a New Delhi park in 2003 can be 

recalled in this context. 

 

The absence of any punishment for consensual sex for 

those between 16 and 18 even if they are ‘children’ in 

legal terms underlines an element of leniency, which 

is also seen in the still unresolved issue about legalizing 

homosexuality among consenting adults.  However, 

the proposed law should focus more intently on 

protecting those who are much younger. 

The New Indian Express, March 5, 2011 
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Orissa couple working as bonded labourers at a Orissa couple working as bonded labourers at a Orissa couple working as bonded labourers at a Orissa couple working as bonded labourers at a 

brick factory rescuedbrick factory rescuedbrick factory rescuedbrick factory rescued    

The woman has lodged a complaint that her employer The woman has lodged a complaint that her employer The woman has lodged a complaint that her employer The woman has lodged a complaint that her employer 

raped herraped herraped herraped her    

 

The Chickballapur district administration on 2-3-2011 

rescued a young couple from Bolangir district of 

Orissa, who were allegedly employed as bonded 

labourers at a brick factory in Arasanahalli in 

Chickballapur taluk, in Karnataka. 

 

After the two labourers were rescued following a 

petition by the International Justice Mission (IJM), 

Bangalore, the woman ha lodged a complaint with the 

police that she was raped twice by her employer in the 

past fortnight, the police said. 

 

The Chickballapur rural police have registered cases of 

unlawful compulsory labour, rape and criminal 

intimidation under the Sections 374, 376 and 506 of 

the Indian Penal Code against Thimmaiah, the owner 

of Sri Venkateshwara Brick Works. 

The Hindu, March 5, 2011 

 

Two Dalits attackedTwo Dalits attackedTwo Dalits attackedTwo Dalits attacked    

Two Dalits were attacked allegedly by a group of six 

people at Hosahalli of Chikkanaykanahalli taluk in the 

district of Tumkur.  The police identified the victims.  

Both of them are residents of Hosahalli and work as 

labourers. 

The Hindu, March 5, 2011 

 

Four held for rape of inmates at orphanageFour held for rape of inmates at orphanageFour held for rape of inmates at orphanageFour held for rape of inmates at orphanage    

Four persons, including founder director of a private-

run orphanage, have been arrested in connection with 

the rape of five mentally challenged female inmates, 

three of them minors. The orphanage at Kalamboli 

area in Navi Mumbai is run by a private organization, 

Kalyani Mahila Bal Seva Sanstha. 

Deccan Herald, March 6, 2011 

    

For rape, khap panchayat ‘offers’ Rs.2100/For rape, khap panchayat ‘offers’ Rs.2100/For rape, khap panchayat ‘offers’ Rs.2100/For rape, khap panchayat ‘offers’ Rs.2100/----    to to to to 

victimvictimvictimvictim    

Physically handicapped victim was allegedly molested Physically handicapped victim was allegedly molested Physically handicapped victim was allegedly molested Physically handicapped victim was allegedly molested 

by her neighbourby her neighbourby her neighbourby her neighbour    

In yet another shocking diktat, a khap (caste) 

panchayat has let off a rape accused in an Uttar 

Pradesh village after directing him to pay the victim a 

compensation of Rs.2100/-. 

 

According to police, the physically handicapped dalit 

victim, a resident of Sarai Sultan in Allahabad district, 

was allegedly attacked by her neighbour in a field near 

the village. Being dumb, the hapless woman could not 

raise an alarm for help and she was molested by the 

accused while her husband, who is suffering from 

speech and hearing disabilities, was working in a 

nearby field. 

 

Even after the culprit reportedly confessed to have 

committed the crime, the panchayat opted not to take 

any strict action against him. Panchayat head Lal Mani 

Pasi claimed that the decision was taken after 

consulting the elders of the village.  Feeling humiliated 

by the diktat, the couple approached the police, who 

registered a case.  However, the victim has not been 

sent for medical examination.  This is not the first 

instance of khap panchayats pronouncing such bizarre 

orders. 

 

Recently, the caste panchayat in Puranpur village 

freed a rape accused after paying cash to the victim.  

While a panchayat in Muzafarnagar had recently 

ordered revocation of marriage of a couple and asked 

them to live like brother and sister after it was found 

that both of them were from the same “gotra.” 

Deccan Herald, March 6, 2011 

 

Sex workers rue discrimination against their Sex workers rue discrimination against their Sex workers rue discrimination against their Sex workers rue discrimination against their 

childrenchildrenchildrenchildren    

Sex workers in the country who are forced to live with 

ostracism have demanded a key legislative change to 

allow their children pursue higher studies using their 

mothers’ income. 
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According to the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act 

(ITPA), 1960, if anybody above 18 years uses the 

earnings of a sex worker, he or she can be prosecuted. 

 

If the children of sex workers use their mothers’ 

income, long hand of law can catch them. “How many 

children start earning at 18?  Why this bias against us 

when we strive to study and make a living against all 

social hurdles,” rues Parvati, daughter of a Kolkata-

based commercial sex worker. 

 

Last week, sex workers aided by young advocates from 

Lawyers’ Collective met members of Parliament, to 

build up support to bring about changes in the ITP Act 

that criminalizes sex workers’ earnings on which their 

children are dependent. 

 

“The leaders agree that law and morality cannot be 

clubbed together.  There is a consensus that sex 

workers and their children should not be 

decriminalized.  According to an estimate made by the 

Union Health Ministry, there are approximately 12.5 

lakh self-identified commercial sex workers who were 

contacted as a part of the HIV prevention programme.  

“The number can be more as many don’t declare their 

status upfront,” said Tripti Tandon from Lawyer’s 

Collective. 

 

Having sex in exchange for money is not an offence in 

the law.  But everything around this transaction has 

been criminalized under the ITPA.  Brothels are illegal 

as is sex work in hotels, rooms, lodges, streets and 

nearly all other premises.  In the absence f a designated 

place, sex workers have to solicit business on the 

streets or gesturing from other conspicuous sites.  But 

this, too, is punishable with imprisonment for six 

months and a penalty. 

 

An NGO, representing sex workers field a PIL in the 

Kolkata High Court in July, challenging five clauses in 

the ITPA.  The case is yet to be heard. 

Deccan Herald, March 6, 2011 

 

Widows are ‘unwanted’ hereWidows are ‘unwanted’ hereWidows are ‘unwanted’ hereWidows are ‘unwanted’ here    

Kunchalakoracha community has a tradition of selling Kunchalakoracha community has a tradition of selling Kunchalakoracha community has a tradition of selling Kunchalakoracha community has a tradition of selling 

themthemthemthem    

It may sound shocking, but it is true.  Widows are 

being sold by their in-laws in Pavagada taluk, in 

Tumkur.  Among the rituals and customs followed by 

the Kunchalakoracha community is the tradition of 

selling widows.  The elders of the community do not 

consider this a crime.  According to the elders, widows 

are “unwanted” and a “burden” to their families. 

 

Women belonging to the community at Aapbande in 

Pavagada town confirmed that for several years now 

many of their friends, who were widows, were sold to 

rich people of the same community.  They work as 

“bonded labour” in the houses and fields of their 

“owners”, they alleged. 

The Hindu, March 7, 2011 

 

Prisons overcrowdedPrisons overcrowdedPrisons overcrowdedPrisons overcrowded    

The Bangalore central prison has overshot its capacity 

as it is housing nearly double the number of inmates 

than its actual capacity.  This was revealed by Prisons 

and Social Welfare Minister A. Narayanaswamy while 

replying to Mr. Madhusudan (BJP) in the Council 

during the Question Hour. 

 

He pointed out that the Bangalore Central Prison was 

housing 4250 inmates as against the capacity of 2172.  

In fact seven jails in different districts of the State were 

facing similar situation as they had total of 7613 

inmates against the capacity of 4238. 

The Hindu, March 8, 2011 

 

Child bridesChild bridesChild bridesChild brides    

A recent report about students of a village school near 

Davangere protesting against the proposed marriage of 

one of their school mates, a 12-year-old child of Class 

VI, is a source of hope and confidence for those who 

campaign against this wrong practice.  The children 

prevailed on the parents not to go ahead with the 

marriage of their daughter and they should be 
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congratulated for their efforts to stop the marriage.  If 

reports are true, the teachers of the school had refused 

to support the students, arguing that the marriage was 

a personal matter, and the neighbours intimidated the 

children.  This is shameful and shows the hold of 

superstitions and bad traditions on the minds of grown

-up and even educated people. 

 

In spite of widespread campaigns against child 

marriages for many years, they are rampant in 

Karnataka, especially the northern parts of the state.  

Two out of five girls are estimated to be married off 

before they attain the age of 18.  In districts like 

Raichur and Koppal more than half the number of 

marriages involves under-aged children.  The situation 

is the same or is worse at the national level, especially 

in states like Rajasthan.  Girls are married off much 

earlier than boys.  According to a UNICEF report, 

nearly 50 per cent of the girls are married off between 

the ages of 15 and 18 and one-third of the world’s 

child brides are in India.  All of them are denied the 

right to childhood, education and health.  Most of the 

children drop out of schools, if at all they are school-

going, after marriage and often take up the 

responsibility of early motherhood for which they may 

not physically or emotionally prepared.  There are 

attendant health risks also. 

 

Laws against child marriage have failed to check the 

practice.  Officials, politicians and the society not only 

shut their eyes but are sometimes seen encouraging 

and participating in child marriages.  Many child 

marriages take place as part of mass marriages.  

Doctors issue false age certificates to children to show 

that they are of marriageable age.  A committee on 

prevention of child marriage under former Supreme 

Court Judge Shivraj Patil recently held consultations 

on the practice and is planning to submit an action 

plan to the government.  While the law needs to be 

enforced effectively, it is more important to increase 

the awareness f the people.  The school children’s 

protest is therefore good augury. 

Deccan Herald, March 8, 2011 

 

 

Iran jails a human rights beaconIran jails a human rights beaconIran jails a human rights beaconIran jails a human rights beacon    

    

What makes Nasrin’s case especially poignant is that it What makes Nasrin’s case especially poignant is that it What makes Nasrin’s case especially poignant is that it What makes Nasrin’s case especially poignant is that it 

raises a fundamental question about Iran’s futureraises a fundamental question about Iran’s futureraises a fundamental question about Iran’s futureraises a fundamental question about Iran’s future. 

By Shirin Ebadi, IPS 

 

Not so long ago, my colleague Nasrin Sotoudeh was the 

lawyer that so many of us human rights defenders in 

Iran called when our own government harassed us or 

put one of us, or a family member, in jail. 

 

Sadly, it is now Nasrin who is in jail.  Her crime?  The 

government’s accusations against her include acting 

contrary to national security’, ‘propaganda against the 

state’ and ‘membership’ in the Defender of Human 

Rights Centre, an organization I founded in 2001.  The 

government has also accused her of failing to wear a 

hijab.  For just a few of these trumped up charges she 

was recently sentenced to 11 years in jail and is now 

banned from practicing law for 20 years. 

 

Unfortunately, Nasrin is not alone.  This courageous 45

-year-old mother of two young children is one of 

many in Iran who are targeted – and punished – for 

speaking up for the rights of others. 

 

As we know from the case of Sakineh Mhammadi 

Ashtiani – an Iranian woman sentenced to be stoned to 

death for allegedly committing adultery – women are 

all too frequently on the receiving end of the Iranian 

regime’s wrath.  But what makes Nasrin’s case 

especially poignant is that it raises a fundamental 

question about Iran’s future. 

 

Equality and justiceEquality and justiceEquality and justiceEquality and justice:  If the Iranian regime is failing to 

protect the human rights of its own citizens, who can 

take on this fight?  And if the people who come to the 

defense of those whose human rights are being 

flagrantly violated are forbidden from doing their jobs, 

who will ultimately ensure that such values as equality 

and justice are upheld in Iran? 
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Iranian authorities arrested Nasrin at Tehran’s 

notorious Evin Prison last September during  one of 

her routine visits to a client who is a political prisoner.  

Since then, Nasrin has spent most of her time in 

solitary confinement. 

 

To protest her illegal arrest, Nasrin has gone on several 

hunger strikes, in one instance, refusing to drink 

water.  Iranian officials have denied her access to a 

lawyer, and for the first month of her detainment she 

was not allowed to talk to her family even on the 

phone.  At one point, authorities detained Nasrin’s 

husband for speaking publicly about his wife’s case. 

 

Why is the Iranian government so afraid of Nasrin? 

 

The government is clearly frustrated that an Iranian 

woman’s work s shining a light on the deplorable 

human rights situation in Iran.  The other reason is 

that Nasrin is fearless in taking on Saharkhiz, and also 

that of Heshmatollah Tabarzadi, the leader of the 

banned Democratic Front of Iran. 

 

She also took on the high profile case of Zahra 

Bahrami, a Dutch-Iranian who was arrested for 

participating in post-election demonstrations in 2009.  

Zahra was denied her right to an appeal.  Despite the 

intervention of Dutch authorities and a call by the 

European Union not to, Zahra was executed without 

on January 29. 

 

Nasrin was my lawyer in a complaint I field against 

‘Kayhan’, a conservative newspaper under the control f 

Iran’s Supreme Leader, Ali Khamenei, and she also 

defended me when Iranian Authorities seized my 

assets in 2009.  Equally brave, Nasrin has also taken on 

cases involving juvenile executions.  Iran is one of the 

few countries in the world that still puts children to 

death. 

 

A few days before her arrest, Iranian officials searched 

Nasrin’s house.  Later, authorities summoned Nasrin to 

the tax office and froze her assets.  While she was at 

the tax office, Nasrin reaslised that the government 

was carrying out similar ‘investigations’ of at least 30 

other lawyers in Iran, and she bravely provided that 

information to the International Campaign for Human 

Rights in Iran. 

 

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights has 

urged Iranian authorities to review Nasrin’s case and 

expedite her release, and various international human 

rights groups around the world have called for Nasrin’s 

release.  Her case, among others, is making Iran’s 

failure to uphold basic human rights increasingly 

obvious. 

 

This is why some countries are currently pushing for a 

United Nations Human Rights Council resolution that 

would create a mandate on Iran, with an independent 

Special Rapporteur to carry out an investigation into 

the many human rights abuses there.  Such a push is 

encouraging, but it will still take a few more countries 

to reach a majority within the UNHRC. 

 

If Iran jails those who are defending human rights, we 

need to step up efforts to ensure that justice and 

equality are upheld there.  On this International 

Women’s Day, such a concrete international action to 

let the people of Iran know that the world cares about 

their human rights would be, in my mind, the best 

way to honour my colleague Nasrin. 

We must not let her voice be silenced. 

Deccan Herald, March 8, 2011 

 

Human rights panel raids alcohol rehabilitation Human rights panel raids alcohol rehabilitation Human rights panel raids alcohol rehabilitation Human rights panel raids alcohol rehabilitation 

centrecentrecentrecentre    

Following a complaint field by a former inmate, a 

police team led by the Karnataka State Human Rights 

Commission (KSHRC) raided an institution in 

Hulimavu, Bangalore, which its management claims to 

be a rehabilitation centre for alcoholics. 

 

Speaking to The Hindu, Inspector General of Police 

(KSHRC) Wazir Ahmad said the action was taken after 

Thimmachar, an inmate who managed to escape from 
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confinement at the centre, lodged a complaint where 

he charged the centre with assault, kidnapping, illegal 

detention, daily harassment and humiliation. 

 

In his complaint Mr. Thimmachar, who is a retired 

police officer, said he was forcibly taken away from his 

home by some unidentified persons around four 

months ago. 

 

These persons delivered him to the Serenity 

Rehabilitation Centre in Hulimavu.  Once lodged 

inside, he was denied basic human rights and subjected 

to torture, he alleged.  Significantly, he also said he 

was never told why he was being detained at the 

centre.  Mr. Thimmachar told the police he managed 

to escape from the centre a few days ago with the help 

of his son and a cousin.  After conducting a 

preliminary investigation to ascertain the veracity of 

his claims, the KSHRC team, led by Mr. Ahmad, 

directed the Hulimavu police to assist them in 

conducting the raid. 

 

The raiding party arrested John Isaac, the centre’s 

Managing Director, and set free the 52 inmates fund 

on the premises during the operation.  Those freed also 

had similar stories to tell, Mr. Ahmad said. 

 

He said the centre is suspected of being part of an 

organized racket.  “Their services are hired to kidnap 

and illegally confine people.  In the case of Mr. 

Thimmachar, his relatives wanted him out of the way 

owing to a property dispute”, he said. 

The Hindu, March 9, 2011 

 

Dalit activist leaves hospital alleging negligence Dalit activist leaves hospital alleging negligence Dalit activist leaves hospital alleging negligence Dalit activist leaves hospital alleging negligence 

by doctorsby doctorsby doctorsby doctors    

He was brutally attacked recently for seeking He was brutally attacked recently for seeking He was brutally attacked recently for seeking He was brutally attacked recently for seeking 

information under the RTI Actinformation under the RTI Actinformation under the RTI Actinformation under the RTI Act    

Dalit activist Mangala Ram from Bamanor village in 

Barmer district – who was brutally attacked recently 

for seeking information under the Right to 

Information Act – left Sawai Man Singh Hospital, a 

day after being brought from Deesa in Gujarat and 

admitted to the poly-trauma ward for treatment at the 

State Government’s expenses. 

 

Mangala Ram, 33, was severely beaten up at the village 

panchayat’s social audit meeting on March 3 allegedly 

by Sarpanch Ghulam Shah and his accomplices, who 

took exception to his applications under the RTI Act 

seeking details of all public works sanctioned and 

carried out between 2001 and 2008.  He sustained 

injuries in head and arms, and his legs were broken in 

the attack. 

 

Following protests by civil rights groups, the police 

have registered a first information report against Mr. 

Shah, while Barmer Collector Gaurav Goyal has 

provided financial assistance worth Rs.25000 to Mr. 

Ram. 

 

The Centre for Dalit Rights, which has taken up Ram’s 

case, was dismayed that he had left Jaipur within a 

day.  Gopal Ram Verma of CDR said the activist’s 

presence in Jaipur would have helped in putting 

pressure on the State Government for dealing with the 

threats issued by dominant sections to “ordinary 

people who dare to question them” through the RTI 

queries. 

 

“The brutal attack on Mangala Ram depicts a pattern 

emerging in the rural areas of Rajasthan.  Individuals 

fighting against corruption in public life are routinely 

threatened and implicated in false cases by those 

having vested interests”, pointed out Bhanwar 

Medghwanshi of Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan. 

 

In view of the sensitivity of the matter, two teams of 

the State Human Rights Commission and the 

Directorate of Social Audits have visited Bamanor 

village to verify the facts.  The State’s Dalit activists 

leaving for Shillong to attend the Third National 

Convention on RTI beginning on 10th, also plan to 

raise the matter vigorously at the national level. 

The Hindu, March 9, 2011 
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City reports two dowry deaths on Women’s DayCity reports two dowry deaths on Women’s DayCity reports two dowry deaths on Women’s DayCity reports two dowry deaths on Women’s Day    

Even as the centenary celebrations of International 

Women’s Day were winding to a close late on 8th, two 

young women from Bangalore, who had their entire 

lives ahead of them, chose death instead of a life of 

constant harassment for dowry.  One hung herself 

while the other chose self-immolation. 

The Hindu, March 10, 2011 

 

Child labourers narrate their tale of woeChild labourers narrate their tale of woeChild labourers narrate their tale of woeChild labourers narrate their tale of woe    

Samajika Parivarthana Janandolana holds public Samajika Parivarthana Janandolana holds public Samajika Parivarthana Janandolana holds public Samajika Parivarthana Janandolana holds public 

hearinghearinghearinghearing    

 

A shocked audience comprising officials of various 

departments and the public heard the tales of woe 

from a group of child labourers working in a brick kiln 

for more than 10 hours a day for a pittance, at a public 

hearing on child rights violations organized by 

Samajika Parivarthana Janandolana in Gulbarga. 

 

Privilege deprivedPrivilege deprivedPrivilege deprivedPrivilege deprived:  “I yearn to go to school and enjoy 

my childhood like any other child…but the situation 

in my family deprived me of this privilege,” sad 11-

year-old Babu Singh, narrating his tale of woes before 

the jury of experts. 

 

Babu  works in a brick kiln at Bablad in Gulbarga taluk 

along with his father, mother and two brothers, said 

he had studied up to Class II n his ancestral village, 

Dhannur, in Afzalpur taluk before the family was 

forced to shift to Bablad in search of work fur years 

ago.  “Since then we have been working in the kiln in 

inhuman conditions”. 

 

Akash, an orphan, who along with his brother Subash 

also works in the kiln, said: “Not a single official from 

the Labour Department or the Education Department 

visited the kiln and tried to rescue us. 

 

Students residing in government-run hostels spoke 

about the neglect of officials concerned and 

intimidation tactics used by them to silence the 

students when they raise their voice against lack of 

facilities.  They were threatened by the warden not to 

leave the hostel and not being provided hygienic food, 

and that the hostel toilets always remained locked. 

 

Students of the Government High School at Kadani 

complained of lack of basic infrastructure in their 

school.  Education Department officials assured them 

of improving basic infrastructure and carrying out 

repairs within 15 days. 

The Hindu, March 12, 2011 

 

10 burnt alive by UP villagers10 burnt alive by UP villagers10 burnt alive by UP villagers10 burnt alive by UP villagers    

 

Ten people, including five children, were burnt alive 

and three injured when villagers agitated over the 

murder of a village head set ablaze some houses in 

Thuthibari area. 

The New Indian Express, March 12, 2011 

 

Woman resists rape, son killedWoman resists rape, son killedWoman resists rape, son killedWoman resists rape, son killed    

A brick factory owner was accused of killing a one-

year-old child in Mulbagal, Kolar, as the child’s 

mother resisted his rape attempt.  According to police 

sources, Gujjana Halli residents Gangulappa and his 

wife Varalakshmi were working in a brick factory 

belonging to one Syed Akram Pasha.  As Gangulappa 

was not well, Pasha reportedly took him to the 

hospital.  On returning to the factory, he found 

Varalakshmi alone and tried to molest her.  When she 

resisted he allegedly killed her son Darshan by 

smashing his head on the pavement.  Although the 

child was rushed to the hospital, he was declared 

brought dead.  Mulbagal police have registered a case.  

The accused is at large. 

The New Indian express, March 14, 2011 

 

No freedom in sight fro bonded labourersNo freedom in sight fro bonded labourersNo freedom in sight fro bonded labourersNo freedom in sight fro bonded labourers    

Pavagada tahsildar is not aware that bonded labour Pavagada tahsildar is not aware that bonded labour Pavagada tahsildar is not aware that bonded labour Pavagada tahsildar is not aware that bonded labour 

system is practicedsystem is practicedsystem is practicedsystem is practiced    

Bonded labour system continues to be practiced in 

several parts of the Karnataka State despite the fact 
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that the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act 1976 

provided for its abolition.  In Pavagada taluk in 

Tumkur district there are several people working as 

bonded labourers for several years now. 

 

The taluk co-ordinator of the Sphurthi Mahila Mathu 

Makkala Abhivrudhi Samste, says almost 90 per cent of 

the people working as bonded labourers in Pavagada 

taluk belong to the Scheduled Caste.  The other 10 

percent include people belonging to the Scheduled 

Tribe and other castes like Bovi, Golla and Kammara. 

Pavagada tahsildar Manunath says it has not come to 

his notice that bonded labour system is being practiced 

in the taluk.  He adds that if such an instance is 

reported to him, he will investigate it. 

The Hindu, March 13, 2011 

 

Right to possess land cannot be taken away Right to possess land cannot be taken away Right to possess land cannot be taken away Right to possess land cannot be taken away 

without enquiry: Supreme Courtwithout enquiry: Supreme Courtwithout enquiry: Supreme Courtwithout enquiry: Supreme Court    

Giving a new dimension to poor farmers whose land is 

acquired for public purpose, the Supreme Court has 

held that right to possess a land being a right to 

property cannot be taken away without conducting an 

enquiry under the Land Acquisition Act (LAA). 

 

Giving this ruling a Bench of Justice G.S. Singhvi and 

Justice A. K. Ganguly said: “Admittedly the LAA, a pre

-Constitutional legislation of colonial vintage is a 

drastic law, being expropriatory in nature as it confers 

on the State a power which affects a person’s property 

right”. 

 

The Bench said “the concept of public purpose on this 

broad horizon must also be read into the provisions of 

emergency power under Section 17 with the 

consequential dispensation of right of hearing under 

Section 5A of the LAA.  The courts must examine 

these questions very carefully when little Indians lose 

their small property in the name of mindless 

acquisition at the instance of the State. 

Writing the judgment Justice Ganguly said: “Even 

though right to property is no longer a fundamental 

right, and was never a natural right, and was never a 

natural right, and is acquired on a concession by the 

State, it has to be accepted that without right to some 

property, other rights become illusory.  The concept of 

public purpose cannot remain static for all time to 

come”. 

 

Taking note of recent trends by various States in land 

acquisition proceedings, the Bench said: “Any attempt 

by the State to acquire land by promoting a public 

purpose to benefit a particular group of people or to 

serve any particular interest at the cost of the interest 

of a large section of people especially of the common 

people defeats the very concept of public purpose. 

 

Expanding the scope of fundamental rights, the Bench 

said, “even though the concept of public purpose was 

introduced by pre-Constitutional legislation, its 

application must be consistent with the Constitutional 

ethos and especially the Chapter under Fundamental 

Rights and also the Directive Principles”. 

 

Fundamental RightsFundamental RightsFundamental RightsFundamental Rights:  The Bench made it clear that in 

construing the concept of public purpose, the mandate 

of Article 13 (laws inconsistent with or in derogation 

or the fundamental rights) of the Constitution could 

not in any way take away or abridge the rights 

conferred under the Chapter on Fundamental Rights. 

The Bench was of the view that the meaning of public 

purpose in acquisition of land must be judged on the 

touchstone of this expanded view of fundamental 

rights.  “The open-ended nature of our Constitution 

needs a harmonious reconciliation between various 

competing principles and the overhanging shadows of 

socio-economic reality in this country,:” it said. 

 

The Bench said: “If public purpose can be satisfied by 

not rendering common homeless and  by exploring  

other avenues of acquisition, the courts, before 

sanctioning an acquisition, must in exercise of its 

power of judicial review, focus its attention on the 

concept of social and economic justice.  While 

examining these questions of public importance, the 

courts, especially the higher courts, cannot afford to 

act as mere umpires”. 
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In the instant appeals Dev Sharan and others were 

aggrieved over acquisition of their fertile agricultural 

land by the Uttar Pradesh government for 

construction of a modern jail in Shahjahanpur by 

invoking the emergency provisions in the LAA and 

without conducting a proper enquiry.  The Allahabad 

High Court upheld the acquisition and the present 

appeals are directed against this judgment. 

 

The Bench allowed the appeals and quashed the 

acquisition notifications.  It held that the possession of 

land by the appellants could not be interfered with 

except in accordance with law. 

The Hindu, March 13, 2011 

 

Article 21 will apply to foreigners too: courtArticle 21 will apply to foreigners too: courtArticle 21 will apply to foreigners too: courtArticle 21 will apply to foreigners too: court    

Observing that Article 21 of the Constitution (right to 

life and liberty) would apply even to a foreign national 

staying in India, the Supreme Court on 16-3-2011 

stayed the deportation until further orders of a Libyan 

researcher whose visa is due to expire on 17-3-2011. 

 

Notice to centre:  A Bench of Justices Markandey Katju 

and Gyan Sudha Misra, acting on a writ petition from 

Aiad Amar Saad Mohamed, in a brief border said 

“Issue notice [to the Centre] returnable in four weeks.  

Until further orders the petitioner shall not be 

deported’. 

 

When Justice Misra wanted to know from counsel 

Shinoj K. Narayanan whether the petition was 

maintainable, counsel said it was maintainable under 

Article 21.  The Bench agreed and passed the restraint 

order. 

 

Mr. Mohamed said he had applied for a PhD 

programme in Patna University and got a three-month 

research visa in December 2009. 

After attending the interview he returned to Libya.  

But owing to some technical delays he could not join 

the programme and subsequently got a research offer 

from Ranchi University in February this year and he 

was pursuing it. 

His tourist visa was due to expire on March 17 but he 

was unable to go to his country in view of the 

prevailing situation there. 

 

Mr. Mohamed said the External Affairs Ministry told 

him that he would have to go back to get the visa 

extended.  Compelling him to go to Libya in a situation 

where no international flights were being operated 

was a violation of his human rights. 

The Hindu, March 17, 2011 

 

ElevenElevenElevenEleven----yearyearyearyear----old raped on Goa beachold raped on Goa beachold raped on Goa beachold raped on Goa beach    

The Goa police have launched a hunt for a man who 

allegedly raped an 11-year-old schoolgirl off the Colva 

beach on 15th March 2011. 

 

The two girls had come to Colva from Ponda to meet 

the elder sister’s boyfriend.  “The elder girl left her 

sister alone with the other man on the beach.  

According to sources, the accused offered sweets to the 

minor and raped her behind a bush.  Auda Viegas, who 

heads Bailancho Ekvott, a local women rights group, 

said the incident only highlights the fact that beaches 

in Goa are not safe for women. 

Deccan Herald, March 17, 2011 

 

Mainstreaming domestic workersMainstreaming domestic workersMainstreaming domestic workersMainstreaming domestic workers    

The International Labour Organisation has done well 

to include a draft convention on decent work for 

domestic workers in the agenda for the 100th session of 

the International Labour Conference, scheduled for 

June.  For centuries the domestic workers have lived 

along the margins of the international workforce.  

Well-documented reports by the ILO and other 

organizations point to the universality of their woes.  

Entirely informal in nature, domestic work, at its most 

anguished state, is nothing but a form of slavery; at its 

best, it is dogged by uncertainty.  The most common 

failing by societies is the exploitation of this ubiquitous 

group of workers.  Data available with the ILO suggest 

that domestic work ranges from four per cent to 10 per 

cent of total employment in developing economies and 

between one per cent and 2.5 per cent in industrialized 
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countries.  As the ILO’s 2010 report, ‘Decent work for 

domestic workers’, points out, this section of the 

workforce is “undervalued and poorly regulated” and a 

major part of it is “overworked, underpaid and 

unprotected.”  An international convention backed by 

the ILO is an overdue move towards mainstreaming 

this long-neglected workforce. 

 

In India, as in the rest of the world, there is no clarity 

on the number of domestic workers.  National 

estimates vary from 4.5 million to more than 100 

million.  As elsewhere, they are drawn from the 

informal sector and comprise, largely, women and 

children.  However, there are moves by the Central 

and various State governments to put in place legal 

measures that have the potential to create a better 

future.  That only a handful of States have set 

minimum wages for domestic workers is one clear 

indication that the country has a long way to go before 

it gives them statute-backed recognition and dignity.  

Two recommendations by the Central government’s 

task force merit urgent attention: the need to include 

domestic work in the Union list of scheduled work for 

fixation and enforcement of minimum wages, and the 

extension of welfare measures, including health, 

maternity, and disability benefits and old age pension, 

to domestic workers.  The current moves, in India and 

elsewhere, can only be described as a much-delayed 

attempt to do the minimum decent thing by this 

crucial segment of the workforce.  The hope is that 

this will be the beginning of a coordinated process that 

addresses a global social injustice that has persisted for 

centuries and will continue unless there is political and 

social will to end it. 

The Hindu, March 18, 2011 

    

Dalits ostracized in Hosapur villageDalits ostracized in Hosapur villageDalits ostracized in Hosapur villageDalits ostracized in Hosapur village    

 

More than 25 dalit families have been ostracized in 

Hosapura village in Aalagur police station limits in 

Malavalli taluk, Mysore after upper caste people 

protested against the appointment of a dalit youth as 

water man. 

 

Hosapura with more than 125 families is gripped with 

tension as caste Hindus are enraged over the 

appointment of dalit youth Ravi to release water to all 

the houses.  The caste conflict surfaced after the man 

in charge of water supply resigned on personal 

grounds.  The village panchayat appointed a dalit 

youth on contract to monitor the water supply. 

 

The upper caste, upset with the appointment, picked 

up a quarrel.  Based on a complaint lodged with Alagur 

police station on March 13, two people were arrested 

and released on bail on March 16. 

 

Some miscreants allegedly went to the streets where 

dalits stay and picked up a quarrel for lodging a 

complaint.  They boycotted the dalits and even 

stopped giving them consumables in shops.  District 

Social Welfare Officer Shivaram and Alagur police 

officials visited the village and held separate peace 

meetings, appealing to the villagers to bury their 

differences. 

 

The officials gave a day’s ultimatum and warned that 

they would register cases if the social boycott 

continues and the dalits are denied ration and goods at 

shops. 

The New Indian Express, March 19, 2011 

 

Sex determination tests are rampantSex determination tests are rampantSex determination tests are rampantSex determination tests are rampant    

In spite of stringent laws, sex determination tests still 

pose a problem in the State, felt experts at Baalika 

2011, a conference on Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal 

Diagnostics Tests (PC & PNDT) and MTP Act. 

Organised by the Department of Health and Family 

Welfare, the conference saw participation of about 900 

gynaecologists, radiologists and members of civil 

societies. 

 

Prof Sarasu Thomas of the National Law School of 

India University said during a study conducted by her, 

it was found that Karnataka had filed the highest 

number of cases against sex determination, as per its 

affidavit filed before the Supreme Court in 2004-05. 



 (Human Rights Diary)14 

Vigil India Movement 

Even the location of case files is not known in several 

districts.  For instance, 13 cases were filed in Bangalore 

Urban, Bangalore Rural and Mandya districts.  

However, when she asked the authorities to show her 

the files, they were unable to locate them.  “The actual 

conviction rate is quite low and legal advisors have low 

awareness about the Act.  Lack of independent 

witnesses and substantial evidence has allowed wrong-

doers to go scot-free. 

 

Criminal cases were booked against two centres, in 

four centres equipment were seized and the licence of 

one scanning centre was revoked.  Besides, of the 2500 

ultrasound scanning centres in the State, 50 per cent 

are located in Bangalore alone, and there were many 

mobile scanning centres too. 

Deccan Herald, March 21, 2011 

 

RTI: officials face action for giving wrong RTI: officials face action for giving wrong RTI: officials face action for giving wrong RTI: officials face action for giving wrong 

informationinformationinformationinformation    

 

Providing wrong information under the Right to 

Information (RTI) Act could prove costly.  A senior 

Haryana official has directed that action be taken 

against erring staff. 

 

Chief Secretary Urvashi Gulati has issued directions to 

all the departments to fix responsibility and take action 

under the Government Employees Conduct Rules. 

 

The move follows the realization that several 

departments were spending more money in getting 

discrepancies removed and appearing before the 

information commission after being accused of 

providing wrong information.  He said:  “Directions 

have been issued to calculate the expenditure incurred 

by way of touring allowance and daily allowance, fuel 

charges and time taken while locating the 

discrepancies”.  The amount spent will be recovered 

from the official concerned within one month, the 

spokesman added. 

The Hindu, March 21, 2011 

 

550 girls go missing in a year in Mysore district 550 girls go missing in a year in Mysore district 550 girls go missing in a year in Mysore district 550 girls go missing in a year in Mysore district     

As many as 550 cases of missing girls have been 

registered within a year in Mysore district alone and 

the number of such cases has increased across the State 

too, said State Women’s Commission chairperson 

Manjula on 21st March. 

 

Speaking to reporters after a review meeting with the 

district level officers and police officials at the deputy 

commissioner’s office, Manjula said: “Among the five 

to six district I visited after assuming office two 

months ago, Mysore district has the maximum 

numbers of cases.  The statistics are worrisome.  Most 

of them are teenagers in Classes below II PUC. 

 

Half of the missing cases were related to elopement, 

she said attributing them to the “influence of modern 

culture and the new media. 

 

The Commission would gather information from other 

districts also and submit a report and its 

recommendations to the government. 

Deccan Herald, March 22, 2011 

 

Child marriages continue unabated in India: Child marriages continue unabated in India: Child marriages continue unabated in India: Child marriages continue unabated in India: 

NGOsNGOsNGOsNGOs    

Nearly 50 per cent of marriages in the country still 

involve girls under the age of 18 years due to poor 

implementation of the law prohibiting child marriages, 

various women’s organizations claimed. 

“Six decades after receiving independence, child 

marriages continue unabated in the country,” Ranjana 

Kumari, president of Women Power Connect (WPC), 

a non-government organization, said at a national 

consultation on gender inequalities held at New Delhi. 

 

Attributing the situation to poor implementation of 

Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, she said that the 

consequence of child marriage was in conflict with the 

development aspirations of the country. 
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“It perpetuates health problems, marital violence, 

poverty and economic inequality, lack of education 

and awareness, lack of reproductive choice and access 

to measures of fertility management,” she said.  In 

every way, child marriage contributes to aggravating 

gender inequality, which is inconsistent with the UNs’ 

Millennium Development Goals (MDG). 

 

Referring to a National family Health Survey, Ranjana 

said 45 per cent of women aged 20 to 24 years (in 2005

-2006) were found to be already married before the age 

of 18 years. 

 

In terms of residence, 58.5 per cent of women aged 20 

to 24 years were married before the age of 18 in rural 

areas and 27.9 per cent in urban areas,” she said.  The 

median age at first marriage for women aged 25 to 49 

years (in 2005-06) was 16.8 years, while that for men 

in the same age group was 22.7 years.  “There is a 

gender dimension inherent in child marriage, as the 

practice is more prevalent among girls than among 

boys”. 

 

NGO Sanlaap noted more than 60 million girls under 

the age of 18 are married, many to men twice their age 

in the world.  The highest number of child marriages 

in the world has been recorded in south Asia where 

about 31.3 million girls are married by the age of 18.  

“If child marriage continues at the current rate, an 

additional 100 million girls in developing countries 

will be married within the next decade,” the NGO 

claimed. 

Deccan Herald, March 29, 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


