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Education is a distant dream for Education is a distant dream for Education is a distant dream for Education is a distant dream for 

these childrenthese childrenthese childrenthese children    

 

Education is a distant dream for children 

belonging to the Handhijogi community, 

despite the various schemes of the Union 

and State governments.  There are around 

1000 families belonging to this Scheduled 

Tribe community living in Tumkur 

district. 

 

The elders in the community prevent 

children from going to school.  If parents 

send their children to school, the elders 

conduct an inquiry (panchaythi) and 

reportedly impose a penalty ranging from 

Rs.500 to Rs.1000 on them. 

 

Community members living in 

Ramajoisnagar locality say that the 

colonies lack basic amenities such as 

drinking water and electricity.  They live 

in tiny sheds covered with polythene 

sheets and gunny bags and earn a living 

by rearing pigs and begging.  Since the 

local administration had banned pig-

rearing in city limits, they kept the pigs 

beside their sheds and fed them with 

waste from hotels, said Nagaraju, a 

member of the community.  He said that 

because he had not gone to school, he 

could not get a job.  Therefore, the only 

option was to beg. 

 

Gangamma, another member, said that 

the children earned Rs.25 to Rs.30 a day 

by begging.  The community elders have 

also imposed restrictions on inter-caste 

marriages.  According to working 

president of Tumkur district Kollegeri 

Hitharakshana Samiti, Syed Altaf, inter-

caste marriage is punishable.  If anyone 

violates the rule, he/she will face social 

boycott.  In addition, they have to pay a 

penalty ranging from Rs.5000 to Rs.15000. 

 

Mr. Altaf said that the elders selected a 

person called ‘meti’ who was in charge.  

He said that if a person was caught 

stealing, the meti would impose a fine 

ranging from Rs.1000 to Rs.2000 

depending on the item stolen. 

 

Deputy Commissioner C. Somashekar said 

he had taken notice of the matter and had 

taken steps t educate the elders in the 

community as well as provide basic 

amenities in their colonies. 

The Hindu, January 3, 2011 
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The constitutional validity of the charges of sedition 

and conspiracy that were used to implicate rights 

activists such as Binayak Sen merely for their anti-

establishment political thoughts needs to be 

challenged.  The action ridicules the constitutional 

guarantee of freedom of expression. 

 

The sections of the Indian Penal Code that deal with 

“conspiracy to wage war against the 

government” (121A) and “sedition” (124A) are 

draconian in terms of their definition and ambit and 

carry a disproportionate quantum of punishment.  

Section 121A was not a part of the original IPC of 

1860: it was inserted by an amendment in 1870.  After 

Independence it was amended in 1951, just to replace 

‘British India’ with ‘state’.  In order to punish the 

nationalist leaders who were fighting against the 

Government of India and the rulers of princely states 

also, the British brought in an Ordinance in 1937.  It 

amended the IPC to add to the definition “local 

government,” expanding the power to grant 

punishment for conspiracy against any government.  

Section 124A was used against nationalist leaders t 

punish anyone who advocated freedom. 

 

In the Meerut Conspiracy case, the accused were 

charged with conspiracy to wage war for having 

formed a union on the lines of trade unions in Soviet 

Russia.  They were convicted by a session’s court.  The 

Allahabad High Court held that unless it was a 

conspiracy to overawe a government by means of 

criminal force or show of criminal force, such a 

finding would be wrong. 

 

Section 124 A defined as an offence, exciting 

disaffection against the state; it was replaced with 

‘sedition’ in 1898.  The English law meaning of 

sedition is basically libel of government, but its 

ordinary English meaning is “stirring up rebellion 

against the government” (Kedarnath v State of Bihar, 

AIR 1962 SC 955).  But in Niharendu Majumdar (AIR 

1942 FC 22 (26), the Federal Court gave a liberal 

meaning to ‘sedition’: “The acts or words complained 

of must either incite to disorder or must be such as to 

satisfy reasonable men that is their intention or 

tendency.”  But in Bala Gangadhar Tilak (ILR (1898) 

22 Bom 112), the court held that if a person excited or 

attempted to excite feelings of disaffection great or 

small, he would be guilty under this section.  This 

meaning was later was confirmed by the Privy 

Council. 

 

After Independence, it was argued before the Supreme 

Court that Section 124A was ultra vires of the 

Constitution in sofaras it sought to punish merely bad 

feelings against a government, and that it was an 

unreasonable restriction. 

 

The First Amendment to the Constitution in 1951 

incorporated ‘public order’ in Article 19(2) as a ground 

on which the state could impose reasonable 

restrictions by law.  Thus, the inclusion of sedition as 

held constitutional by the Supreme Court in 

Kedarnath.  But the Constitution-makers did not 

specifically state that ‘sedition’ should be a ground to 

restrict free speech.  Though the additional ground of 

public order’ should be a ground to restrict freedom of 

expression, sedition cannot be read into the wide 

expression ‘public order”. 

 

Hence, punishing Binayak Sen for “conspiring to 

commit sedition” is unreasonable and unjustified, 

besides being unconstitutional.  Mere adverse criticism 

of the state is not sedition, unless it is coupled with 

incitement to violence or disorder.  When it is not 

sedition at all, where does the charge of “conspiracy to 

sedition” stand?  Dr. Sen did not even know what the 

term sedition meant.  He asked, and the judge 

answered: ‘Rajdroh’. 

 

When two officers of the Punjab Education 

Department raised the slogan “Khalistan Zindabad, Raj 

Karega Khalsa,” they were convicted of ‘sedition’.  But 

the Supreme Court set it aside (1995(3) SCC 214), 

saying the court should look at whether it had led to a 

consequence detrimental to the nation’s unity and 

integrity.  It pointed out that Section 124A should not 

be used to violate freedom of expression.  Free speech 

can be reasonably restricted if that would result in 

violence or public disorder.  Such an event linked to 

the relevant communication needed to be proved 
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before pronouncing a person guilty of sedition.  Going 

by this interpretation by the Supreme Court based on 

its own judgment in Kedarath v State of Bihar, even if 

its is proved that Dr. Sen acted as a courier, he cannot 

be convicted of sedition because it was not proved that 

any public disorder resulted. 

 

A crime has to be proved by the prosecution beyond 

reasonable doubt.  Even if a single reasonable doubt is 

left unanswered, a conviction is not possible.  The 

prosecution has not, then, discharged the burden of 

proof.  Raipur Additional Sessions Judge B.P. Verma 

was supposed to explain all the reasonable doubts 

raised by the defense to establish the conviction, but 

he did not do so. 

 

Charging Dr. Sen of ‘sedition’ under Section 124A is 

uncalled for and he cannot be convicted for that 

offence even if the court considered that the 

prosecution had fully discharged the burden of proof.  

The interpretation of the section by the Supreme 

Court has to be followed as the law, along with the 

penal provisions of the IPC. 

 

When the investigating police officers were the only 

crucial witnesses, their evidence has to be 

corroborated as they are not independent witnesses.  

Sentencing the accused solely based on their evidence 

is unreasonable and unjustified.  The judgment should 

at least appear t be an independent opinion and be 

supported by a convincing articulation of available 

evidence.  There are at least six bad aspects of 

evidence, reasonable doubts and unreasonable 

contradictions involved. 

 

1. The allegation is that Dr. Sen ferried letters 

from Mr. Narayan Sanyal to leaders outside the jail.  It 

could be reasonably believed that there would have 

been close supervision affording no opportunity to 

hand over letters from a Maoist leader to Dr. Sen, a 

PUCL office-bearer.  Yet, the judge considered the 

letters as key items of evidence to link Dr. Sen to a 

conspiracy to commit the crime of sedition.  When 

three of the accused were not convicted for the crime 

of “conspiracy to wage war” under Section 121A based 

on these alleged letters, how can the same letters form 

valid evidence to convict him of “conspiracy to 

commit sedition” under Section 124A read with 120B 

of the IPC? 

 

2. The reasonable doubt that was raised by the 

defense that an unsigned, computer printed letter 

(labeled article 37) supposedly sent by the Maoists to 

Dr. Sen was an introduction, has not been clarified.  

Nobody had signed it: it bears only the signatures of 

two seizure witnesses.  Thus there is a reasonable 

doubt whether this letter was recovered from Dr. Sen’s 

home or planted later.  The letter found no mention in 

the attested list of documents recovered.  A coy of it 

was not given to Dr. Sen, though copies of all the other 

seized articles were.  Nor is it mentioned in the seizure 

memo. 

 

3. When doubts over how the letters could have 

been handed over to Dr. Sen while the police/jail 

officials would have been closely watching any 

transactions, persisted, not disproved by any other 

evidence, either direct or indirect, how can those 

letters being found with Mr. Pijush Guha be taken as a 

basis to convict Mr. Guha?  The prosecution did not 

explain how the letters exchanged hands.  The judge 

ignored the testimony of two jailors that it was not 

possible for Mr. Sanyal to hand over anything to Dr. 

Sen in jail.  The judge relied on the examination-in-

chief of members of the jail staff, who stated that Dr. 

Sen would pass himself off as Mr. Sanyal’s relative.  

Under cross-examination, they admitted that 

applications to meet Mr. Sanyal were made by Dr. Sen 

as the PUCL general secretary, on the PUCL letter-

head.  These applications are part of the court’s record. 

 

4. After the police searched Dr. Sen’s house and 

collected the material, they carried it in an unsealed 

bag.  This lapse raises doubts about the possibility of 

the introduction of letters at a later point.  The fact 

that the bag was not sealed was recorded on video, 

which was not considered in the court. 

 

5. Judge Verma chose to ignore most of the cross-

examination, relying only on the special public 
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prosecutor’s examination-in-chief.  If the witness 

contradicted what he stated in chief during cross 

examination, evidence loses value. 

 

6. The Chhattisgarh police could not prove that 

Dr. Sen and Mr. Guha ever met.  A hotel owner and 

hotel manager told the court they had never seen Dr. 

Sen visiting Mr. Guha in their hotels.  But this finds no 

mention in the judgment.  Instead, the testimony of 

one Anil Singh is relied upon: he had apparently 

passed by when Mr. Guha was arrested, and overheard 

Mr. Guha telling the police that the letters found on 

him had been given by Dr. Sen.  These letters find no 

mention in Mr. Guha’s arrest panchnama.  Mr. Guha, 

points out the judge, is an accused in a Naxalite case in 

West Bengal. 

(The author is a Professor at the National Academy of 

Legal Studies and Research University of Law, 

Hyderabad) 

The Hindu, January 3, 2011. 

 

RTI activist attacked near PuneRTI activist attacked near PuneRTI activist attacked near PuneRTI activist attacked near Pune    

 

An RTI activist Arun Mane, who was a close aide of 

slain RTI activist Satish Shetty, was attacked by 

unidentified assailants at Talegaon near Pune.  Mane 

survived the attack and was rushed to a nearby 

hospital where he is being treated in the ICU.  He was 

stated to be out of danger although in serious 

condition.  According to Satish Shetty’s brother 

Sandeep, Mane was very close to his brother and 

helped him with the Talegaon land scam cases that he 

was working on. 

 

In January 2010, Satish Shetty was murdered for 

blowing the whistle on land scams around hill station 

and Talegaon area.  The police arrested an advocate 

and others involved in the murder and have filed 

charge sheets in the case. 

There have been several cases of attacks on RTI 

activists in Maharashtra in last two years. 

Deccan Herald, January 3, 2011. 

    

Rise in complaints to child rights panelRise in complaints to child rights panelRise in complaints to child rights panelRise in complaints to child rights panel    

Incidents up from 35 in 2007Incidents up from 35 in 2007Incidents up from 35 in 2007Incidents up from 35 in 2007----08 to 763 in 200908 to 763 in 200908 to 763 in 200908 to 763 in 2009----10101010    

 

The number of complaints received by the National 

Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR), 

Bangalore on child exploitation has risen sharply over 

the last three years.  While the total number of 

complaints reported from all States stood at 35 in 2007

-08, it was 763 in 2009-10. 

According to an NCPCR report, these complaints 

include incidents of rape, physical and mental torture, 

humiliation and trafficking. 

 

It notes particularly that the number of complaints on 

excesses in schools – which includes acts of sexual 

abuse, harassment, humiliation, murder, corporal 

punishment and wrongful confinement – has almost 

tripled in the past three years.  Of the cases registered, 

the commission has disposed of 267, while 496 are 

pending.  The highest number of complaints received 

was from Uttar Pradesh, at 179, followed by Delhi 

(127), Orissa (58), Bihar (46) and Madhya Pradesh (42).  

The report, published in the journal In Focus, says that 

West Bengal, which was once considered one of the 

safest States for women and children, reported 39 cases 

and is sixth on the list. 

 

No cases have been reported from the north-eastern 

States of Sikkim, Tripura and Meghalaya.  While 

Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur reported two cases 

each, only one was reported from Nagaland and 

Manipur. 

 

The complaints received by the NCPCR are processed 

and forwarded to the concerned State governments for 

action to be taken under relevant laws.  For instance, 

NCPCR has, in the last one-and-a-half years, 

forwarded about 25 cases to Karnataka, Nina Nayak, 

Chairperson of the Karnataka State Commission for 

Protection of Child Rights (KCPCR), told The Hindu.  

She added that the State commission had directly 

received 157 cases in 2009-10 till March, and 328 cases 

till December end. 
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The report further says that certain deficiencies in the 

existing systems and laws sometimes result in an act of 

violence not being treated as a crime.  Some of these 

gaps are expected to be plugged by the Protection of 

Children From Sexual Offences Bill, 2010, the draft of 

which is being circulated among various ministries for 

feedback.  The NCPCR has also provided inputs to the 

bill. 

 

The draft bill describes any kind of physical contact 

with “sexual intent” as sexual assault.  It describes a 

child-either boy or girl – as an individual below the 

age of 18.  It suggests that in cases where “penetrative 

sexual assault” is committed against a child of between 

16 and 18 years, various factors related to the nature of 

consent or the lack of it should be considered. 

The Hindu, January 5, 2011 

 

Scared Pune RTI activist takes back complaintScared Pune RTI activist takes back complaintScared Pune RTI activist takes back complaintScared Pune RTI activist takes back complaint    

 

“I am scared because my parents are under immense 

pressure. I just want to get rid of everything,” says 

Right to Information activist Arun Mane of Pune. Mr. 

Mane, who registered a police complaint after he was 

attacked by an unknown assailant, withdrew his 

complaint. 

 

In the affidavit given to the Maval taluk tahsildar, Mr. 

Mane said two of his complaints – about being 

threatened and attacked – were false.  “None of these 

incidents happened in reality.  I am suffering from 

mental imbalance, which led me to file the 

complaints,” is what the affidavit says, according to 

Pune Rural Superintendent of Police Pratap 

Dighavkar. 

 

Mr. Mane complained that he was attacked in the 

godown of his shoe shop early in the morning.  Earlier, 

on December 28, 2010 he complained of having 

received threats, after which the local police granted 

him protection.  Mr. Mane was following up on the 

applications filed by the slain RTI activist, Satish 

Shetty.  Shetty was murdered on January 13, 2010.  

However, the police claim to have found 

‘circumstantial evidence’ to show that Mr. Mane’s 

allegation of having been attacked was false.  “In both 

cases, there were no eyewitnesses.  His servant, who 

had gone to fetch a newspaper while he was attacked, 

didn’t hear any commotion.”  There was no indication 

of a scuffle, as claimed by Mane, having taken place in 

the godown, which is barely 3x3 feet, Mr. Dighavkar 

told journalists in Pune.  The forensic report also 

showed that the wounds on Mr. Mane’s body were 

“self inflicted.”  “The report states the wounds and the 

cut marks on his shirt do not coordinate.” 

 

Mr. Dighavkar said the forensic report came first, after 

which Mr. Mane told the police that he would like to 

take back his complaint. 

The Hindu, January 5, 2011. 

 

Chained 11Chained 11Chained 11Chained 11----yearyearyearyear----old boy rescued in Mysoreold boy rescued in Mysoreold boy rescued in Mysoreold boy rescued in Mysore    

A man kept his own 11-year-old nephew chained for 

hours in Mysore because “he did not want the boy to 

mix with his little daughter”. Campaign Against Child 

Labour – Karnataka (CACL-K), an NGO, rescued 

Khan, son of one Nissar Ahmed, with the help of 

Udayagiri police at Sathyanagar. 

 

Police detained Khan’s uncle Asghar, who is an auto-

rickshaw driver, and handed over Khan, a 3rd standard 

student in N R Mohalla Kannada Medium School, 

Udayagiri to a child home in Vidyaranyapuram in the 

city. According to Convener of CACL-K, Khan told 

him his uncle chained him because he did not obey his 

mother and skipped school and work.  However, a 

tearful Khan told Express that his uncle chained him to 

keep him away from his little daughter.  Asghar, 

according to Khan, told him: “Don’t mingle with my 

daughter.  You will be a bad influence on her.” 

 

Khan said Asghar also beat him before chaining him 

up.  When reporters asked Asghar why he had chained 

the little boy, he said he did it on instructions from 

Khan’s mother Seema Bhanu.  Police will produce 

Khan and Asghar before the Child Welfare Committee 

and they have not filed a case because “Asghar is his 

own uncle there is no criminal intent”. 

The New Indian Express, January 7, 2011. 
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Domestic workers seek recognitionDomestic workers seek recognitionDomestic workers seek recognitionDomestic workers seek recognition    

Domestic workers took out a rally in Bangalore 

demanding dignity and recognition for their work.  

The rally organised by Karnataka Domestic Workers’ 

Movement was to underline their long-pending 

demands, including a day’s holiday in a week. 

 

DemandsDemandsDemandsDemands:  Their other demands, submitted in a 

memorandum to Labour Minister B.N. Bache Gowda, 

included recognition of domestic work as labour under 

the unorganized sector, formation of a separate welfare 

board of domestic workers, compulsory enrolment of 

all domestic workers with the Labour Department and 

inclusion of domestic workers under the Protection of 

Women Against Sexual Harassment at Workplace Bill, 

2010. 

 

Domestic workers who had come from various part of 

the State took out a rally, wearing aprons with the 

message “Domestic Workers are Workers” printed on 

them.  Cultural programmes, including a skit that 

demonstrated how domestic workers are vulnerable to 

abuse, were presented. 

The Hindu, January 8, 2011. 

 

Deprivation among Dalits remains highDeprivation among Dalits remains highDeprivation among Dalits remains highDeprivation among Dalits remains high    

A series of papers presented at the national seminar on 

‘Dalit households in village economies’ painted a grim 

picture of deprivation among Dalits in rural India.  

These papers, based on a series of village studies since 

2004, pointed to Dalits’ relatively poor access to official 

sources of credit, their lack of command over assets 

and amenities, and lower levels of employment and 

income. 

 

Commenting on the papers, Abhijit Sen, member, 

Planning Commission, pointed out that the value of 

these village studies – conducted by the Foundation of 

Agrarian Studies (FAS) and other researchers – was 

enhanced by the fact that they were not aimed at 

finding out how Dalits were faring exclusively in socio

-economic terms.  Instead, the extent and nature of 

deprivation among Dalits was being demonstrated as a 

part of a study of agrarian relations in the country, in 

which caste played an important role. 

Drawing on data from all the village surveys 

conducted by the FAS, Vikas Rawal, Associate 

Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, 

pointed out that ownership of land accounted for an 

overwhelming proportion of the value of assets among 

Dalits as well as non-Dalits.  There is “a huge disparity” 

in the levels of landholdings between the two social 

groups, he observed. 

 

Madhura Swaminathan, Professor-in-charge, Social 

Sciences Division, Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) 

Kolkata, and Shamsher Singh, a research scholar at the 

ISI, demonstrated the inequality, in terms of access to 

basic amenities such as housing, water, sanitation and 

electricity, faced by Dalits.  Based on “pooled data” 

from surveys of 12 villages in five States, they pointed 

out that about one-fourth of Dalit households lived in 

kutcha houses and 30 per cent lived in “single-room 

structures”. 

 

“There appears to be a strong statistical association 

between caste and access to the basic amenities,” Prof. 

Swaminathan observed.  Pointing out that public 

intervention”[did] make an impact,” she said the 

provision of homestead plots for Dalits was “central” to 

any programme aimed at improving their quality of 

life. 

 

Venkatesh Athreya, advisor, M.S. Swaminathan 

Research Foundation, pointed out that the village 

surveys filled a serious gap in the data required for 

studying agrarian relations in India.  V.K. 

Ramachandran, Professor at the Sociological Research 

Unit, ISI, Kolkata, said, “Caste not only matters, but is 

right up there as a major explanation for inequality.” 

 

Another paper, drawing on official data sources, 

provided an account of how Dalits’ access to official 

credit sources has declined since liberalization.  The 

Seminar was organized by the Sociological Research 

Unit at the ISI.  It was supported by the ISI, the Indian 

Council of Social Science Research and the Foundation 

of Agrarian Studies. 

The Hindu, January 9, 2011. 
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Boy made to run in school, diesBoy made to run in school, diesBoy made to run in school, diesBoy made to run in school, dies    

Corporal punishment claims life f Honnavar boy; Corporal punishment claims life f Honnavar boy; Corporal punishment claims life f Honnavar boy; Corporal punishment claims life f Honnavar boy; 

school ransackedschool ransackedschool ransackedschool ransacked    

 

Corporal punishment reared its ugly head in the state 

claiming the life of a class 9 student of a private school 

in Honnavar taluk in Karwar district on Monday.  

Angry locals went on a rampage at the school 

immediately after the news of the boy’s death 

prompting the staff to flee for safety. 

 

An insensitive physical education teacher of the New 

English School in Honnavar had allegedly forced the 

victim, 14-year-old Afzal Hamza Patel, who had 

returned to school after recovering from an illness, to 

run around the ground for coming late. 

 

According to eyewitnesses, after running around the 

playground once the boy had complained of giddiness.  

However, the teacher ignored his pleas and forced him 

to complete three more rounds.  The exhausted boy 

swooned and fell on the ground during the second 

round. 

The New Indian Express, January 11. 

 

2597 farmers ended lives since 20032597 farmers ended lives since 20032597 farmers ended lives since 20032597 farmers ended lives since 2003    

As many as 2597 farmers have committed suicide in 

Karnataka state since 2003.  This was revealed by the 

state government in its reply to the query raised by 

Khazi Arshid Ali, a Congress member, in the 

legislative council. 

 

While the year 2003-04 recorded the highest number 

of suicides with 708 farmers taking their lives, the 

problem was not so severe in 2005-06 where 163 

farmers killed themselves.  With 268 suicides, Hassan 

topped the list of districts where most number of 

farmers committed suicide.  Bidar, Shimoga, 

Chitradurga, Belgaum have witnessed more than 100 

suicides in this period. 

The New Indian Express, January 12. 

 

Class III tribal girl branded with iron rods in Class III tribal girl branded with iron rods in Class III tribal girl branded with iron rods in Class III tribal girl branded with iron rods in 

hostelhostelhostelhostel    

 

An eight-year-old tribal girl was allegedly branded 

with iron rods several times by a hostel superintendent 

in Madhya Pradesh’s Shahdol district.  Shushila, a 

Class III student, was studying at Adivasi Kanya 

Ashram in Shahdol and living in the school hostel.  

The incident took place on January 4 when hostel 

superintendent Anita Sant took Shushila from her 

hostel room to her office and subjected her to the 

torture.  “At 8 pm she came and took me to her office 

room and hit me with iron rods,” Shushila said. 

The New Indian Express, January 13, 2011. 

 

Girl had died of snake bite at dog maul siteGirl had died of snake bite at dog maul siteGirl had died of snake bite at dog maul siteGirl had died of snake bite at dog maul site    

Members of the Karnataka State Child Rights 

Commission (KCPCR), who went for a spot inquiry 

into the incident at Bagalur where an 18-month-old 

toddler was mauled to death by dogs, were shocked to 

learn that another child had died at the same site 15 

days ago. 

 

Commission Chairperson Nina Nayak told The Hindu 

the commission would inquire into both the deaths, 

the earlier one of a 12-year-old girl, with the help of 

two non-governmental agencies.  The girl is suspected 

to have died of snake bite. 

 

Suspected child labourSuspected child labourSuspected child labourSuspected child labour:  “There are 13 families 

working there and there are close to 25 to 30 children, 

some of whom seemed to have been working thee,” 

said Ms. Nayak.  She said that the condition of workers 

there was “shocking” without even minimum facilities 

such as electricity and water.  “The houses are without 

doors and even the walls of huts are simply bricks 

piled on top of each other,” she said. 

 

No crèchesNo crèchesNo crèchesNo crèches:  The Commission also took note of the fact 

that there were 13 Oriya families living there with 

about 30 children for the last three months, but there 

were no crèche services. 

The Hindu, January 14, 2011. 
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Another woman kills self over dowry Another woman kills self over dowry Another woman kills self over dowry Another woman kills self over dowry 

harassmentharassmentharassmentharassment    

 

A 22-year-old housewife committed suicide by 

hanging in her parents’ house in Basaweshwaranagar 

in Bangalore.  The police said her in-laws were 

allegedly harassing for dowry and she returned to her 

parents two days ago. 

The New Indian Express, January 15, 2011 

 

Karnataka girls saved from trafficking agents in Karnataka girls saved from trafficking agents in Karnataka girls saved from trafficking agents in Karnataka girls saved from trafficking agents in 

MuscatMuscatMuscatMuscat    

NOW it is evident that women and children are being 

trafficked to Gulf countries from Karnataka as two 

minor girls, who were trafficked to Muscat, were 

rescued by the Muscat police during a raid and handed 

over to the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs 

(MOIA). 

 

The MOIA had notified the Karnataka police and the 

cases were handed over to Anti Human Trafficking 

Squad (AHTS) of the CID. 

 

According to the victims’ statements, which were 

recorded by CID officials, they were cheated and 

forcibly taken to a brothel in Muscat, where there 

were 20 other Indian girls, four hailing from 

Karnataka. 

The New Indian Express, January 19, 2011. 

 

RTI activist being ‘silenced’RTI activist being ‘silenced’RTI activist being ‘silenced’RTI activist being ‘silenced’    

Beltangady (Mangalore) tahsildar’s office that has 

drawn flak over the demolition of six houses of 

Malekudiyas at Majeluhoutala-Naydi Gundi allegedly 

attempted to foist false charges and silence an RTI 

activist. 

 

Beltangady deputy tahsildar Soorya and Sulkeri village 

accountant Shivshankar, who met DK Lokayukta SP 

Jagamayyanavar and Inspector Uday Nayak, accused 

one Sadananda Gowda of collecting Rs.5000/- each 

from Malekudiyas to allow them to build their houses.  

The accusations left the Malekudiyas seething with 

anger.  They said it was Sadananda Gowda who had 

facilitated the release of loans from self-help groups.  

The Lokayukta team directed the deputy tahsildar to 

submit proof of the allegations. 

 

Sadananda who had filed the RTI in the office of the 

tahsildar seeking information on how the demolition 

was carried out and why, suspects that the allegations 

were made to silence him.  I had extended help to the 

members of the primitive tribe on humanitarian 

ground, he stressed. 

The New Indian Express, January 20, 2011. 

 

The inhuman face of UP policeThe inhuman face of UP policeThe inhuman face of UP policeThe inhuman face of UP police    

Although the police, in almost all the states in the 

country, have come under attack for their lack of 

respect for human rights, two recent incidents in Uttar 

Pradesh have revealed how inhuman, the men in 

‘khaki’ could be – either to please their political bosses 

or for other considerations. 

 

The role of the police officials, both senior and junior, 

in the case of the death of a sixth standard student – 

Divya – after being brutally raped by the son of the 

school manager in Kanpur and the rape of a minor by a 

ruling party (BSP) legislator in Banda town is enough 

to expose their inhuman face. 

 

It turned out that in both the cases, the police officials, 

right from the station officer level to the 

superintendent of police, not only made every attempt 

to save the guilty but also implicated poor and 

innocent people falsely and put them behind bars 

caring little for their rights. Divya was raped inside her 

school in September last year.  The school employees 

later left the girl at her home a good two hours after 

the incident, without providing her any medical help. 

    

ConspiracyConspiracyConspiracyConspiracy:  Although Divya’s family immediately 

pointed the finger of suspicion towards the school 

manager’s son, the station house officer of Kalyanpur 
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police station Anil Kumar, who was investigating the 

case, arrested one Munnalal, a poor daily wage worker, 

on charges of raping Divya despite the plea of the 

victim’s family that he was innocent. Kumar has been 

suspended and a case had been registered against him 

for keeping an innocent in illegal custody. 

 

Munna was kept in illegal custody for about a month 

and tortured so brutally that he even admitted to 

having molested the girl. In Divya’s case, the police 

crossed all limits in its bid to save the real culprits.  

The circle officer Luxminivas Misra roped in a lady 

doctor Abha Mishra, who later turned out to be a 

relative of his to substantiate the police theory. In her 

report, Dr. Abha Mishra clamed that the little girl, 

who was bleeding profusely, was pregnant and had 

perhaps aborted and thus accounted for the blood. 

 

A strong reaction by the common people forced the 

state government to order an inquiry by the crime 

branch CID, which indicted several police officials.  

The SHO, Co and the additional superintendent of 

police were suspended.  However, the SP was spared. 

 

The story of the Banda rape victim Sheelu is no 

different.  The BSP legislator from Banda Purushottam 

Naresh Dwivedi not only allegedly raped her 

repeatedly at his house but also got her arrested on 

trumped up theft charges. 

 

Torture:  Torture:  Torture:  Torture:  And the district police went all out to save 

the ruling party MLA.  The officials at Atarra police 

station arrested 17-year-old Sheelu and tortured her to 

withdraw her complaint against the MLA. 

 

Here also, the inhuman face of the police was exposed.  

Although Sheelu, who was gang raped by the MLA 

and his three associates, was bleeding and was not able 

to walk properly, the officials did not bother to get her 

to a doctor.  Even the Banda district police chief Anil 

Das tried to save Dwivedi.  He not only visited the jail 

without making any entry into the registers and spent 

six hours there, but also made every attempt t 

pressurize Sheelu not to press the rape charges. 

Two police officials have been suspended after an 

inquiry but the SP is still very much there.  Das was 

also present when the legislator issued threats to take 

revenge but chose to look the other way. 

 

The state police, till now, have been involved in brutal 

use of force even on peaceful protestors, acting at the 

behest of their political masters.  Now, these two 

incidents certainly reflect that the men in khaki have 

stooped to low. 

Deccan Herald, January 20, 2011 

 

Minor refuses to join flesh trade, arrestedMinor refuses to join flesh trade, arrestedMinor refuses to join flesh trade, arrestedMinor refuses to join flesh trade, arrested    

13131313----yearyearyearyear----old Dalit girl and her mother ‘falsely’ old Dalit girl and her mother ‘falsely’ old Dalit girl and her mother ‘falsely’ old Dalit girl and her mother ‘falsely’ 

implicatedimplicatedimplicatedimplicated    

 

Already in the dock for its utter disregard for human 

rights and colluding with the high and the mighty to 

deny justice to the victims, the Uttar Pradesh police 

have done it again.  A 13-year-old Dalit girl in the 

industrial town of Kanpur was arrested along with her 

mother after an owner of a beauty parlour alleged that 

the minor had stolen valuables from her house. 

 

The girl, on the other hand, alleged that the parlour 

owner wanted to push her into flesh trade and on her 

refusal got her arrested on trumped up theft charges.  

The matter came to light when the girl was produced 

before a juvenile court a couple of days back.  She told 

the court that the owner of the parlour had exerted 

pressure on her to ‘please’ customers. “She (parlour 

owner) had offered me Rs.50 for doing the dirty work 

but I refused… she then threatened that she will get 

me arrested and I will rot in the jail,” the girl said. 

 

Incidentally, the police arrested the girl and her 

mother on theft charges on the basis of a report lodged 

by the parlour owner Shalini Gujral, who alleged that 

she had stolen the valuables about two months back.  

Surprisingly, the police did not bother to find out as to 

why the report had been lodged two months after the 

incident. 
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They also showed the girl a major in their register, 

sources revealed.  She was later released on bail but 

her mother continues to languish in the jail.  Taking a 

serious view of the matter the government has 

suspended the station house officer and ordered an 

inquiry into the matter.  A case under the dalit act has 

also been registered against the parlour owner. The 

incident comes in the wake of the infamous Banda 

rape case where a minor was raped by a BSP MLA, 

who later, in collusion with the police, got the girl 

arrested on theft charges after she threatened to expose 

him. 

Deccan Herald, January 21, 2011. 

 

RTI in college syllabus from next academic yearRTI in college syllabus from next academic yearRTI in college syllabus from next academic yearRTI in college syllabus from next academic year    

Having played a crucial role in bringing abut some 

transparency in the system and exposing many major 

scams in the powerful Right to Information (RTI) Act-

2005 is now set to make an entry into the college 

curriculum from the next academic year. 

 

Four prestigious universities in Karnataka have agreed 

to introduce a chapter on the RTI Act in the 

undergraduate courses of Arts stream from 2011-12. 

RTI activist, C N Kumar of Jayanagar in Bangalore told 

Deccan Herald that he sought information from the 

higher education department about the plans of the 

universities in the state to introduce RTI Act in the 

degree courses. 

 

Recently, he received information from four 

universities namely Bangalore University, Gulbarga 

University, Karnatak University and Karnataka State 

Women’s University in Bijapur. While the Bangalore 

University and Gulbarga University would teach this 

Act as part of the Indian Constitution, the Karnatak 

University and Karnataka State Women’s University 

will teach it as a separate subject. 

 

Confirming the introduction of the RTI Act in the 

curriculum, Bangalore University Vice Chancellor 

Prabhu Dev said UG students who have opted for 

Indian Constitution will learn about RTI Act next 

academic year onwards. 

Deccan Herald, January 17 2011 

Youngsters top India’s suicide listYoungsters top India’s suicide listYoungsters top India’s suicide listYoungsters top India’s suicide list    

Every four minute, one person takes his or her life in 

the country and one in each three of victims is a youth 

below the age of 30 years, the latest report of National 

Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) has revealed. 

 

According to the ‘Accidental Deaths and Suicides 2009’ 

released recently, 68.7 % of a total of 127151 people 

who committed suicide across the country in 2009 

were in the age group of 15-44 years.  “223 males 

commit suicides per day in the country while the 

number for women is 125 out of which 69 are house 

wives.  73 people commit suicide on a single day due to 

illness while 10 are driven to suicide due to love 

affairs,” it said. 

 

The country witnessed a 1.7% increase in suicide cases 

in 2009 as compared to last year, the report said.  West 

Bengal topped the list with 14648 cases followed by 

Andhra Pradesh (14424), Maharashtra (14300) and 

Karnataka (12195). The southern states of Andhra 

Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala (8755) 

together accounted for 39.2% of the total suicide cases 

reported in this year. 

 

Delhi recorded 1,477 suicides in 2009.  Uttar Pradesh 

has reported a comparatively lower number of suicidal 

deaths, accounting for only 3.3 % of the total cases.  

On the reasons for people taking extreme steps, family 

problems and illness topped the list with 23.7 and 21% 

cases respectively.  Love affairs led to 2.9% and dowry 

dispute, drug abuse and poverty wee 2.3% each.  The 

numbers of suicides due to professional problems have 

shown an increase of 18.8 and 15.1 % in 2009. 

 

The proportion of boys to girls suicide victims (till 14 

years) was 51.49.  Nearly 45.8 % of the victims were 

married males, while 24.6% were married females. 

Kerala, TN, Karnataka, Maharashtra and AP accounted 

for 54.7% of suicide victims in the age group 60 years 

and above. 

Deccan Herald, January 17 2011 

 


