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SC decree: Legislature never SC decree: Legislature never SC decree: Legislature never SC decree: Legislature never 

intended to preclude women family intended to preclude women family intended to preclude women family intended to preclude women family 

members from the purview of the members from the purview of the members from the purview of the members from the purview of the 

ActActActAct    

Female relatives of a husband can also be 

booked under the Domestic Violence Act 

if a complaint is lodged by the wife, the 

Supreme Court has ruled. 

 

A Bench of Justices Altamas Kabir and 

Cyriac Joseph in a judgment set aside the 

concurrent orders of a Sessions court and 

the Bombay High Court that female 

relatives of the husband cannot be booked 

under the Act as the legislation was meant 

only against the husband or any other 

male member. 

 

“No restrictive meaning has been given to 

the expression ‘relative’ nor has the said 

expression been specifically defined in the 

Domestic Violence Act, 2005” to make it 

specific to males only. 

 

“In such circumstances, it is clear that the 

legislature never intended to exclude 

female relatives of the husband or male 

partner from the ambit of a complaint 

that can be made under the provisions of 

the Domestic Violence Act, 2005,” Justice 

Kabir said writing the judgment. 

 

The apex court passed the ruling while 

upholding an appeal filed by Sandhya 

Manoj Wankhade, the aggrieved wife, 

challenging the findings of the lower 

courts which besides precluding female 

members from being booked for the 

alleged offence, also asked her to vacate 

the matrimonial house in Amravati 

district in Maharashtra since it was 

registered in the name of her mother-in-

law Ramabai. 

 

The wife had filed the complaint against 

husband Manoj Bhimrao Wankhade, 

widowed mother-in-law Ramabai and a 

sister-in-law under the Protection of 

Women from Domestic Violence Act, 

2005. 

Deccan Herald, February 2, 2011. 

 

Murder accused sent to jail with Murder accused sent to jail with Murder accused sent to jail with Murder accused sent to jail with 

pants downpants downpants downpants down    

 

A senior police official in Uttar Pradesh’s 

Faizabad town, sent a murder accused 

youth to the jail after stripping him down 

to his underwear.  Faizabad district police 

chief S N Singh ordered his subordinates 

to strip the youth in the city kotwali 

police station to his underpants before 

sending him to jail. 

 

Compiled by: 

Valasamma Joseph 

John VM Juliana 
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And all this was done in the presence of a large 

number of onlookers, media personnel and the 

policemen.  As the onlookers and the police personnel 

giggled away, a police sub-inspector unbuttoned the 

pants of the accused ignoring his protests.  The 

presence of the media personnel, some with their 

cameras, also failed to deter the senior superintendent 

of police (SSP) from indulging in the shameful act. 

 

The UP police have come under increasing attacks 

from different quarters for its utter disregard for 

human rights and favouring the high and mighty 

while implicating innocent people in crimes. 

 

Only recently the police chief of Banda district Anil 

Kumar Das had come under criticism for entering the 

district jail without registering himself and allegedly 

exerting pressure on a minor rape victim to change her 

testimony to save a ruling party legislator. 

 

Similarly, a circle officer in Kanpur had allegedly 

colluded with the culprits and got a lady doctor to 

write a report rejecting a minor’s allegation that she 

had been raped. 

Deccan Herald, February 4, 2011 

 

 

State shows dip in infant mortalityState shows dip in infant mortalityState shows dip in infant mortalityState shows dip in infant mortality    

 

Karnataka has recorded a four point decrease in Infant 

Mortality Rate (IMR) of 45 infant deaths per 1000 

births in 2008 to 41 in 2009. The country recorded a 

three point decrease in its national average from 53 in 

2008 to 50 in 2009. 

 

According to the data released by the Registrar 

General of India, the IMR in rural areas has also 

dropped by three points from 58 to 55 deaths per 1000 

births.  The lowest IMR was recorded in Goa with 11 

infant deaths per 1000 births, followed by Kerala with 

12 such deaths. 

 

Some states with higher IMR like Orissa, Uttar 

Pradesh, Rajasthan and Bihar have registered a drop of 

four points.  Orissa recorded a dip in IMR from 69 to 

65 while it is 67 to 63 in Uttar Pradesh, 59 to 63 in 

Rajasthan, 56 to 52 in Bihar and 49 to 45 in Jammu and 

Kashmir. 

 

Damam and Diu have registered the maximum drop of 

seven points from 31 IMR in 2008 to 24 in 2009, 

followed by six points in Lakshadweep (31 to 25). The 

data is based on the Sample Registration System (SRS), 

a large-scale demographic survey for providing reliable 

annual estimates of birth and death rates and other 

fertility and morality indicators at the national and sub

-national levels. 

 

The SRS sample is replaced every ten years based on 

the latest census frame. 

Deccan Herald, February 4, 2011. 

 

Policeman held for molestation attemptPoliceman held for molestation attemptPoliceman held for molestation attemptPoliceman held for molestation attempt    

The CB-CID has arrested a police inspector, who along 

with a head constable had allegedly attempted to 

sexually harass a girl in a city police station, Jaipur. 

The New Indian Express, February 5, 2011 

 

Students forced to tonsure headsStudents forced to tonsure headsStudents forced to tonsure headsStudents forced to tonsure heads    

They were forced to have their heads shaved off due to 

non-payment of dues. A case has been registered 

against the director of a management institute in 

Ghaziabad for allegedly forcing 30 students to tonsure 

their heads due to non-payment of fees, the police 

said. 

 

A criminal case against Director Pramal Chakrovarty 

and four others of Institute of Management Studies has 

been registered under sections 147, 504 and 506 of IPC 

and the SC/ST Act on a complaint filed by three 

engineering students. 

The New Indian Express, February 5, 2011 
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They have nowhere to goThey have nowhere to goThey have nowhere to goThey have nowhere to go    

Dalit colonies in Dodda Bidarakallu ward lack toilets. 

 

Geetha Krishnamurthy, Narasamma and Manjula fall 

ill frequently.  However, it is the prospect of stomach 

infection they particularly dread, as this condition 

would force them to relieve themselves in full public 

view as their homes do not have toilets.  Normally, 

women here wait until dark before they can answer 

nature’s call. 

 

This is the fate of all women in the Dalit colonies in G. 

Hosahalli, Aralimara Circle and Topanammana temple 

area at Andralli and Thigalarapalya , as all these 

colonies come under Dodda Bidarakakku ward of 

Bruhat Bangalore Mahanagar Palike. 

 

Women here are resigned to the fact that they have to 

walk at least a k.m. in the dark looking for open places 

to relieve themselves.  After all, this has been their lot 

for the past 20 years. 

 

Peeping Toms are yet another source of anguish.  

Krishnaveni, a first PU student at Vani Vilas College 

and resident of Aralimara Circle colony said the 

women always go in groups.  I ensure that I am 

accompanied by either my mother or other women 

from the colony, as one of us has to keep watch. 

 

Walking in the dark:  As this is a developing area, 

many open spaces are being converted to residential 

layouts.  The women also complain of the absence of 

streetlights.  We walk looking for open spaces in pitch 

darkness.  We have been bitten by insects, while some 

have even been bitten by snakes.  One young girl fell 

into an open drain and lost a finger. 

 

Unaware of problems:  When contacted, Dodda 

Bidarakallu councilor Gayathri Jayaraye Gowda 

claimed that she did not know of the problems that the 

women in these colonies faced.  “I agree that the ward 

is backward.  Most of these areas were earlier villages.  

I will look into the problems.” The chairperson of the 

Standing Committee for Social Justice, claimed that the 

committee could construct toilets under 22.75 % 

schemes.  However, the councilors must come with 

requests.  We will concentrate on providing basic 

facilities in the newly added areas.  

The Hindu, February 6, 2011. 

 

Transgender need justice, say judgesTransgender need justice, say judgesTransgender need justice, say judgesTransgender need justice, say judges    

The panel discussion was going at full throttle when 

Justice Altamas Kabir walked in.  A hushed silence fell 

over the room as the participants realized that a 

Supreme Court judge had just joined the debate.  With 

a swish of his hand, a visibly embarrassed Justice Kabir 

gestured for everyone to resume the discussion. 

 

At the end of the session in Delhi, the judge had a 

number of questions to ask and suggestions to make.  

Such was the support that the national seminar on 

‘Transgender and the Law’ received from the higher 

echelons of the judiciary that it was hard to absorb 

that it dealt with the plight of one of the most invisible 

minorities in India.   

 

The Constitution affirms equality in all spheres but the 

moot question is whether it is being applied.  The 

progress made in fostering public health systems and 

affirmative action policies for transgender in Tamil 

Nadir should be replicated at the national level. 

 

It came to light at the seminar that neighboring Nepal 

and Pakistan had remarkably progressive laws that 

dealt with the concerns of transgender.  In fact, the 

Supreme Court of Pakistan recently delivered a 

landmark decision upholding rights of the community 

to access all public schemes. 

The Hindu, February 6, 2011. 

 

Retooling laws for justiceRetooling laws for justiceRetooling laws for justiceRetooling laws for justice    

Many Indian laws do not reflect modern and 

enlightened concepts of justice and require major 

revision. By  Professor K.S. Jacob 
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The recent campaign in support of Dr. Binayak Sen has 

received much publicity.  The mainstream media has 

enunciated his cause and dissected the evidence, 

conviction and judgment.  Amnesty International 

argued that the case violated international standards 

for a fair trial.  While Dr. Sen’s conviction has received 

much attention, there is a need to foreground the 

context and to enunciate the larger issues facing the 

nation. 

 

History and precedent:   The ancient history of the 

Indian subcontinent is well recognised.  However, the 

concept of an Indian nation state is much more recent.  

Diversity of traditions, cultural dissimilarity, religious 

heterogeneity, regional disparity and geographical 

variations divided the sub-continent.  However, 

antipathy to British colonization bound its diverse 

peoples and its numerous provinces, regions and 

kingdoms.  The freedom struggle actually defined the 

nation. 

 

Independent India is just over 60 years old.  Its 

conceptualization as a nation state is contemporary.  

Its federal structure and democracy are actually in 

their infancy.  While its Constitution attempted to put 

together a broad framework of principles for an 

egalitarian society, its new rulers retained and 

continued many colonial traditions.  The 

independence movement, led by the upper castes, the 

rich and landed gentry, morphed into its ruling class.  

All power over common and forestland was 

transferred from the Crown to the Indian government.  

The Indian Penal Code and other laws used by the 

British to rule the land were prescribed as statutes for 

the new India.  The 19th century concept of sedition, 

employed by colonizers to control dissension and 

rebellion among the natives, is now employed to stifle 

legitimate debate and valid dissent among its citizens. 

 

Developmental discord:  The year 1991 was a 

watershed in India’s economic history.  Liberalisation 

of its economy resulted in an increase in the country’s 

wealth and Gross Domestic Product.  Nevertheless, the 

realization that Indian needed to exploit its enormous 

natural resources to achieve global superpower status 

is not lost on its rulers and their corporate partners.  

The urgent need to clear forestland for mines and 

factories and to dam rivers to increase electrical power 

and water resources is obvious.  The commons had to 

be exploited for national progress.  India’s indigenous 

peoples, the Adivasis and their ancestral lands, which 

had no recognized, registered and individual titles, 

were easy targets for displacement and acquisition.  

Such people, who were already marginalized with 

rates of malnutrition suggestive of famine, have had to 

pay the price for the county’s development.  The need 

for compensation and rehabilitation of livelihoods 

were minor irritants, best ignored.  The structural 

violence against the poor and rural folk was dismissed 

as inconsequential.  The armed rebellion by the 

Maoists is only viewed as a law and order problem.  

The plight of innocent civilians caught in security 

operations is considered unimportant in the national 

agenda.  Human rights violations seem to be a small 

price to pay for a patriotic cause. 

 

Simplistic world-views:  Human rights and socialism 

tend to be bad words in the capitalist-development 

schema, as is dissent in the nationalist discourse.  

Simplistic world-views equate alternative perspectives 

and legitimate dissent as anti-national.  Nationalism 

with its “You are either for us or against us” 

philosophy dismisses the discrimination of those 

already marginalized.  Gross violations of human rights 

are considered as necessary evils.  Human rights 

workers are hounded for voicing genuine concerns.  

The perception that those who fight for human rights 

have sold out to militancy is a common emotional 

response.  Ancient statutes are employed to reign in 

resistance to the nationalist and development agenda. 

 

Requiring review:  Many 19th century precedents, 

traditions and laws in current use need serious 

reconsideration.  Perceived threats to national security 

are often used to limit many freedoms guaranteed in 

civilized societies.  Freedom of speech is often a 

casualty and tends to get stifled in times of war.  Gag 

orders and prosecutions have been launched for 

genuine concerns, even in times of peace.  The charge 

of sedition continues to be used in India to stifle 

dissent and disagreement.  The use of such baggage 

reflects insecurity in a resurgent nation. 
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Many hundreds of thousands of people are currently in 

jail in India for minor and bailable offences.  Their lack 

of access to legal advice and the slow and cumbersome 

judicial systems keep them confined for long periods 

and deprive them of their human rights, when bail is a 

valid alternative. 

 

Studies, which have examined Supreme Court 

judgments on the death penalty, suggest the abuse of 

law and procedures, and of arbitrariness and 

inconsistencies in the trial, investigation, sentencing 

and appeal in capital cases.  Contrary to beliefs that it 

is only applied in the rarest of rare cases, the death 

penalty is used disproportionately against ethnic 

minorities, the poor, the marginalized and the 

disadvantaged, all of which are factors   that argue for 

its abolition. 

 

India has yet to ratify the U.N. Convention Against 

Torture, legislate against inhuman and degrading 

treatment, and enforce it.  Laws, which grant de facto 

impunity to the security forces are often prone to 

human rights violations and result in a complete lack 

of accountability.  The Armed Forces Special Powers 

Act (1958), the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act 

(1967), the Chhattisgarh Special Public Security Act 

(2006) and sections of the Indian Penal Code need 

serious review.  Deaths of “suspected terrorists” in 

staged encounters with the police are common in 

many parts of the country.  National security is often 

employed to cover up major human rights violations.  

The security personnel involved in such extrajudicial 

killings are rewarded rather than punished. 

 

The executive and the judiciary are often on the same 

side of the development argument and sing from the 

same sheet.  The inconsistencies and flawed 

interpretations of judgments by the lower judiciary 

demand a serious review of the process of training and 

audit.  Such standardization is mandatory to achieve a 

semblance of fairness.  Issues f political pressure and 

corruption are too serious to be wished away and 

demand urgent solutions. 

 

 

The practice-theory gap:  It is generally believed that 

theory drives practice.  This is a simplistic 

interpretation of ground realities.  In fact, practice 

defines theory. The distinction between justice and 

law is an example.  Justice is an agreed concept and 

value, which is implemented through   law.  However, 

laws  often fall short of delivering justice and need to 

be constantly interpreted and rewritten in order to 

provide justice.  Practice constantly engages with 

theory and retools it.  It cites theory in specific 

contexts, modulating, redirecting, and even remaking 

it.  The demand for justice brings a case before the law; 

this demand puts the law at issue.  The demand for 

justice can exceed the law, bring new issues before it 

and consequently require an extension or a 

reinterpretation of it.  Justice, then, renews the law 

and extends its hold.  The law can never escape from 

this demand for justice since it is a demand that can 

never be fully met. 

 

The demands of the new era, the different context and 

the call of justice, mandate a creative citing of the law 

in relation to the questions that present before it.  

Judges may opt to close off the call of justice, and 

renew rule of the law in relation to the new question 

that is presented.  On the other hand, they may take 

up the challenge and rethink, remake and cite the law 

as best as they can in a way those measures up to the 

call of justice.  When judicial and legal practice is 

simply understood as an application of theory, its 

ability to renew and remake theory – to render it more 

accountable to the present, is undermined.  Legal and 

judicial practice needs to cite and remake theory, and 

to be aware of its responsibility to do so in situations 

where laws fall short of the call for justice. 

 

The way forward:  Dr. Sen’s case is but the tip of the 

iceberg.  Many innocents languish in jail.  Others serve 

much time as under-trial prisoners awaiting judicial 

review.  Our slow, cumbersome and expensive judicial 

system needs urgent reform.  Does the different 

context of independent India need more enlightened 

laws?  Does our current legal and judicial practice 

reflect our concepts and values of justice?  Do our 

standards of justice reflect the new resurgent India?  

Or are we prisoners of our colonial and insecure past?  
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Can our legal practice change the principles of our 

jurisprudence?  Will our experience give us the clarity 

and confidence to break out of the straightjackets of 

our current theory and practice? 

 

The judiciary needs to reconsider laws, which conflict 

with fundamental rights guaranteed in the 

Constitution.  The legislatures should fashion 

enlightened statutes for the 21st century.  India needs 

to seriously reconsider its legal and judicial practice 

and jurisprudence. 

 

(The views expressed are personal and do not reflect 

those of any institution or organization.) 

The Hindu, February 7, 2011 

 

Tribal women declare ‘ban’ on liquor in MP Tribal women declare ‘ban’ on liquor in MP Tribal women declare ‘ban’ on liquor in MP Tribal women declare ‘ban’ on liquor in MP 

villagevillagevillagevillage    

 

A group of tribal women has declared a ‘ban’ on the 

sale and consumption f liquor, while warning of 

imposing a hefty penalty on those defying the 

“prohibition” in Madhya Pradesh’s Talanpur village. 

 

Fed up with husbands “who get drunk and beat up 

their wives, apart from wasting hard-earned money”, 

the women in the village, about 180 km from Indore 

have come together under the banner of ‘Mahila 

Samiti’, led by 30-year-old labourer Puni Bai.  The 

Samiti has declared that no liquor would be sold or 

consumed in the village.  If any person is found selling 

liquor in the village, he/she will be fined Rs.2100/-.  

Likewise, anyone found drunk will have to shell out 

Rs.1100/-  as fine.  Further, an “informer” would get a 

reward of Rs.151/-. 

 

The women have warned political parties “not to use 

liquor to entice voters on polling day.” 

The Hindu, February 7, 2011 

 

 

FlipFlipFlipFlip----flops over conversionflops over conversionflops over conversionflops over conversion    

By A J Philip 

 

The Supreme Court’s judgment on the Graham Stains 

case shows that when the diagnosis itself is wrong, the 

prescriptions are also bound to be wrong and capable 

of causing havoc. 

 

Thanks to public opinion, the two members Supreme 

Court bench consisting of Justice P Sathasivam and 

B.S. Chauhan has made certain amendments in their 

verdict upholding the Orissa High Court’s decision to 

commute the death sentence to life imprisonment in 

the case of Dara Singh who played the lead role in the 

burning alive of Australian missionary’ Graham Stuart 

Stains and his young sons Timothy and Philip. 

 

When the details of the verdict appeared on January 

22, the 12th anniversary of the horrendous killing, civil 

society was shocked that the court did not find it 

among the ‘rarest of rare cases’ worthy of death 

penalty.  Worse, it rationalized:”  In the case on hand, 

even though Graham Staines and his minor sons were 

burnt to death while they were sleeping inside a 

station wagon at Manoharpur, the intention was to 

teach a lesson to Graham Staines about his religious 

activities, namely converting poor tribals to 

Christianity.  All these aspects have been correctly 

appreciated by the high court and modified the 

sentence of death into life imprisonment with which 

we concur”. 

 

This paragraph has now been replaced with these 

words:  “However, more than 12 years have elapsed 

since the act was committed; we are of the opinion 

that the life sentence awarded by the high court need 

not be enhanced in view of the factual position 

discussed in the earlier paragraphs”.  The argument is 

flawed: delay in the trial of a case involving a capital 

offence is not a mitigating factor while deciding the 

punishment.  It will give a new opening to all those 

accused of murder but whose cases have been pending 

‘for more than 12 years’. 
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Another contentious sentence was: “It is undisputed 

that there is no justification for interfering in 

someone’s belief by way of ‘use of force’, provocation, 

conversion and incitement or upon a flawed premise 

that one religion is better than the other”.  This has 

been replaced by a simple sentence: “There is no 

justification for interfering in someone’s religious 

belief by any means”. 

 

What could be rarer than burning alive a father and 

his two innocent children while they were sleeping?  

Gladys Staines and her daughter could have also been 

killed had the family slept under one roof that day.  

The charge against Dara Singh, wanted in several cases 

involving harassment, first, of Muslims and, then, of 

Christians, was that he led a mob that killed the 

threesome.  Yet, only one more person was punished, 

forcing the CBI to appeal against the high court order. 

 

It would not have mattered to Gladys Staines, who has 

pardoned her husband’s killers, whether Dara Singh 

was hanged or acquitted.  Similarly, as the church is 

against capital punishment, it does not find anything 

amiss in the life sentence given to him.  Even this 

writer finds life-long imprisonment a better 

punishment for the likes of Dara Singh and Afzal Guru 

than death by hanging.  Since the death penalty 

remains on the statute book, he could not have been 

given a lesser punishment because of the sheer 

gruesomeness of his act. 

 

However welcome the judges’ readiness to amend the 

judgment may be, it cannot obliterate the fact that the 

initial wording reflected their viewpoint.  When the 

diagnosis itself is wrong as it is based on wrong 

premises, the prescriptions are also bound to be wrong 

and capable of causing havoc. 

 

The canard of conversion is resorted to every time 

Christians are attacked anywhere in the country.  In 

the case of Graham Staines, Justice D P Wadhwa, then 

a sitting judge of the Supreme Court, appointed by the 

A B Vajpayee government to inquire into the grisly 

incident, found such a charge totally baseless. 

In fact, the Wadhwa Commission provides a pen 

portrait of Graham Staines, who came to Orissa 

because of a pen-friendship with one Santanu Satpathy 

and fell so much in love with the leprosy patients 

there that he decided to devote his whole life to 

serving them.  He did not do anything other than what 

the Constitution provides for:  The right to practice 

and preach religion, which is what the Vishwa Hindu 

Parishad, the Arya Samaj, Ramakrisna Mission and 

countless Hindu and non-Hindu organizations have 

been doing all these years.  What can be objected to be 

‘forcible conversion’, a charge which has not been 

leveled, let alone proved, against any Christian so far? 

 

That is why President K R Narayanan described the 

killing as ‘belonging to the world’s inventory of black 

deeds”.  He also added, “That someone who spent years 

caring for patients of leprosy, instead of being thanked 

and appreciated as a role model should be done to 

death in this manner is a monumental aberration from 

the traditions of tolerance of humanity for which India 

is known”. 

 

Justice Wadhwa did not find any abnormal growth in 

the population of Christians in the area.  Recently this 

writer visited Baramulla, near the Line of Control in 

Kashmir.  Father Jim Borst, a Dutch-born, Cambridge 

educated missionary, who once taught at St. Joseph’s 

School there and ‘who has lived most of his adult life 

in Kashmir’, has been asked by the Omar Abdullah 

government to leave the state.  What about his 

proselytization?  Yes, there are in all 11 Catholic 

families at Baramulla, most of them victims of 

Partition. 

 

It is not the first time that a Supreme Court judgment 

has raised a ruckus.  Its verdict on the Shah Bano case 

was well founded, for what was at stake was the issue 

of a woman’s right to alimony.  But while dispensing 

justice, it made some unwarranted remarks.  The 

verdict in question, despite the amendments, will 

come in handy for those who clamour for curbing 

religious freedom. 
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Every tribal Christian who deposed before the 

Wadhwa Commission denied that he was forced to 

convert.  Thousands of Christians in Kandhamal 

district were displaced from their ancestral land in the 

name of vendetta for the killing of Swami 

Lakshmananda Saraswati but none of them has 

forsaken his faith.  It is absurd to argue that the 

‘freedom of conscience and the right to practice any 

religion’ cannot be extended to the ‘poor tribals’. 

 

The murder of Staines and the attack on Christians, 

first, in the Dangs district in Gujarat and, then, in 

Orissa were criminal acts that should not be mixed 

with the bogey of conversion the vested interests raise 

to sub-serve their nefarious interests. 

 

They quote the Supreme Court’s opinion on 

conversion while upholding the Freedom of Religion 

Act in a state but don’t realize that it was done when 

the court was in the thralldom of Emergency.  

Recently it made amends for its judgment that during 

Emergency.  Recently it made amends for its judgment 

that during Emergency even the citizen’s right to life 

stood suspended.  In fact, there is, thus, a strong case 

for constituting a larger bench to decide the issue of 

conversion once and for all, rather than allowing 

individual judges to indulge in flip-flops on the issue. 

The New Indian Express, February 8, 2011. 

 

Maimed girl’s father pleads for justiceMaimed girl’s father pleads for justiceMaimed girl’s father pleads for justiceMaimed girl’s father pleads for justice    

“NO girl should be allowed to undergo the pain 

suffered by my daughter who was maimed for resisting 

a rape attempt,” the father of the 16-year-old victim 

said. 

 

In an appeal to the Chief Minister Mayawati, Badlu 

Ram pleaded for justice and stringent punishment to 

the guilty so that it could act as a deterrent for other 

wrong-doers in future. “Behenji (Mayawatiji), please 

ensure justice to my daughter so that what has 

happened with her to-day does not happen with 

anyone else tomorrow.  Please see the culprit gets 

strict punishment. 

 

“We are from a poor, Dalit family and plead for 

justice,” he said. 

The girl was seriously injured when three youths, 

chopped off her nose, ear and a part of her hand after 

she resisted a rape attempt in Bindaki area in Fatehpur 

district, Kanpur. 

The New Indian Express, February 8, 2011. 

 

Youth confined to dark room for 10 yearsYouth confined to dark room for 10 yearsYouth confined to dark room for 10 yearsYouth confined to dark room for 10 years    

 

A 35 year-old man in Orissa’s Balasore district has 

been kept confined and naked in a dark and dingy 

room for the past 10 years.  The reason: He is an insane 

person.  Sources said, Dibakar Dhinda of 

Madhusudanpur village under Soro block has been 

confined in a room after the death of his father Siba 

Parsad Dhinda due to cardiac arrest in 2000. 

 

A father of two, Dibakar can’t walk properly and 

replies only with ‘yes or no’.  “He was a normal man 

and father of two.  He suffered from psychotic disorder 

after the death of my father-in-law about 10 years 

back.  He was initially not confined.  One day, he fled 

the village and that led us to confine him,” his wife 

said. 

 

We tried our best to treat him in the Medical College 

and Hospital at Cuttack.  But he was not cured.  He 

wouldn’t wear dress and even sleep on the surface 

without clothes.  This forced us to confine him to the 

room, she said. 

 

Confined to a small room, Dibakar has already dug out 

the entire ground floor with his nails.  Though he 

hasn’t taken bath since years, but does his daily chores 

inside the same room.  He is, in fact, living a life of an 

animal.  The condition of his mother Parvati, 65, is 

also not good.  She too requires regular care and 

attention.  With no male member to look after the 

family, Shantimani finds it difficult to manage, leaving 

all at the mercy of God. 

The New Indian Express, February 9, 2011 
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Yet another minor attacked for resisting rapeYet another minor attacked for resisting rapeYet another minor attacked for resisting rapeYet another minor attacked for resisting rape    

Close on the heels of an abortive rape bid on a Dalit 

minor at Fatehpur district in Lucknow, yet another 

minor was stabbed repeatedly by a youth after his 

alleged attempt to molest her was fiercely resisted by 

her in Uttar Pradesh’s Unnao district. 

 

The minor sustained serious injuries on the head, jaw 

and neck.  She has been admitted to hospital in 

Kanpur.  Her condition remains to be critical, hospital 

sources said.  According to police sources, the alleged 

culprit Ram Sewak, a resident of the same village has 

been arrested.  The girl went to the field on night 

where Ram Sewak pounced n her and tried to molest 

her.  The girl offered stiff resistance and shouted for 

help.  As the girl’s family members ran towards the 

field, Ram Sewak took out a knife and stabbed the girl 

several times inflicting serious wounds on her.  Much 

to the discomfort of the Mayawati government, 

incidents of rape continued to pour in from different 

parts of the state. Three incidents of molestation or 

attempt to rape were reported. 

Deccan Herald, February 10, 2011 

 

Constable held for rapeConstable held for rapeConstable held for rapeConstable held for rape    

A 25-year-old factory worker was arrested along with 

a CRPF constable for allegedly raping his teenaged 

cousin in North West Delhi.  The incident was 

reported from Khajuri Khas on February 6 when the 

17-year-old girl approached the police seeking action 

against her cousin Amit Sharma (25) and a CRPF 

Constable Jai Kiran (24) for raping her.  The police 

took her to a government hospital where a medical 

examination confirmed rape after which Sharma and 

Kiran were arrested. 

Deccan Herald, February 11, 2011 

 

When basic rights are overlookedWhen basic rights are overlookedWhen basic rights are overlookedWhen basic rights are overlooked    

Clean water is supposed to be a basic and inalienable 

right of every human, but obviously the authorities in 

Coimbatore railway station haven’t heard the word.  

That is the only inference possible when drinking 

water turns out to contain deadly E Coli and Coliform 

bacteria.  An investigation by The New Indian Express 

showed that a sample of water from a tap on platform 

1A showed alarmingly high counts of E Coli (35) and 

Coliform (23).  Globally recognized norms for drinking 

water are zero of E Coli and less than 10 of Coliform.  

Anything of lower purity is considered unfit for 

human consumption.  To ensure rigour; analysis of the 

sample taken by Express staffers was done by an ISO-

certified laboratory which is also used by the 

Coimbatore Corporation to test food samples 

periodically. 

 

A railway station, especially a large one like 

Coimbatore, is a place through which thousands of 

itinerants move on an average day.  So it is essential to 

ensure that such places are not breeding grounds for 

infection.  Water is medium through which many 

diseases spread and for this reason, the railway 

authorities have to ensure that the water they provide 

is perfectly safe.  Public health officials say even small 

amounts of E Coli and Coliform represent a significant 

health hazard. 

 

That the station management is trying to shift the 

blame should come as no surprise, but what is sad is 

that it doesn’t need cutting-edge science to provide 

clean water.  The major requirement is testing to 

ensure that the supplier maintains quality.  If the 

water is regularly tested at the main source and at 

some of the outlets on the various platforms selected at 

random – and the results put up for everyone to read – 

that would be enough.  For a vast organization like the 

railways this should be child’s play.  Unfortunately, it 

seems incapable of even this simple effort. 

 

Coimbatore, let us remember, is but one of hundreds 

of large railway stations across the country, and it is by 

no means the largest.  It is quite possible that many of 

these places have similar problems.  But unless there is 

a common, transparently enforced standard no one 

will ever know.  For the lakhs of long-suffering 

railway passengers who pass through stations every 

day, this is simply another hazard t be traversed, a 

peril wholly avoidable if the Railways gave more 

thought to customer comfort. 

The New Indian Express, February, 17, 2011 
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12 pregnant women die in Jodhpur (Rajasthan) 12 pregnant women die in Jodhpur (Rajasthan) 12 pregnant women die in Jodhpur (Rajasthan) 12 pregnant women die in Jodhpur (Rajasthan) 

hospitalhospitalhospitalhospital    

At least 12 pregnant women died of excessive bleeding 

at a government-run hospital here after they were 

allegedly administered contaminated IV fluids.  A 

probe has been launched into the incident.   

 

Though the authorities were tight-lipped about the 

incident, sources in the Umaid Hospital told IANS that 

the authorities had begun an inquiry into whether the 

contamination was hospital-acquired or had come 

from the manufacturer. 

 

Family members of the women shouted slogans and 

blocked a road to the hospital, expressing 

dissatisfaction over the authorities’ explanation for the 

deaths. 

The Hindu, February 25, 2011. 

 

Students, women teachers complain of Students, women teachers complain of Students, women teachers complain of Students, women teachers complain of 

harassmentharassmentharassmentharassment    

Girl students and women teachers of Mahatma Gandhi 

Government High School of Kunigal (Tumkur) in the 

district have complained to the Block Education 

Officer against the Senior Assistant Master about his 

indecent behaviour towards them. 

The Hindu, February 26, 2011 

 

Muslims too opt for genderMuslims too opt for genderMuslims too opt for genderMuslims too opt for gender----specific abortions: specific abortions: specific abortions: specific abortions: 

SurveySurveySurveySurvey    

The myth has been that Muslims are against sex-

selective abortion The socio-religious perception about 

non-existence of female foeticide in the Muslim 

community has been exposed by a study that says the 

practice is as prevalent in the community as in the rest 

of the communities. 

 

The result is that the gender ratio, covered under a 

survey by the Vatsalya and Plan India, supported by 

the state Family Welfare Department, is skewed in 

many districts, including Lucknow, Kanpur, Aligarh, 

Bijnore Muzaffarnagar and Saharanpur 

“The reasons are the same for all communities, 

whether Hindus or Muslim, because females are 

considered liability” says Vatsalya founder Dr. Neelam 

Singh. 

 

The myth has been that Muslims generally are against 

sex-selective abortion, but the survey reveals even 

they opt for it because of financial factors and 

preference for the male child, Dr. Singh said. 

 

The mindset, cultural factors and superstition play a 

pivotal role in encouraging the barbaric practice of 

destroying female fetuses and it is of little significance 

whether women agree or not, she adds. 

 

Also, education hardly plays any decisive role in 

deciding parents’ thinking on the issue.  However, 

educated couples often prefer having two or three 

children, irrespective of gender, due to financial 

reasons. 

 

Even Muslim doctors are now increasingly considering 

this practice as a source of income.  The founder-cum-

director of a hospital in the state capital confided to 

Express that he had been losing many Muslim senior 

consultants because of his strictness towards not 

allowing abortion for whatever reason, primarily 

because of female foeticide and teenage pregnancy.  

 

“I am not surprised by the survey.  Many doctors who 

left my hospital told their colleagues that there is a lot 

of money in this practice, and if they weren’t not 

allowed to do so here (in the hospital), why waste their 

time and earn pittance when they can earn handsome 

amount elsewhere”, he added. 

The New Indian Express, February 28, 2011 

 

 

 

 

 


