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39 ‘bonded’ labourers 
rescued in quarry raid 

 

Workers were not allowed to go to 
their native places for six years 

 

Thirty-nine people, said to be bonded 
labourers, were rescued during a raid 
on a quarry at Vittal near Mangalore.  
The labourers included 11 men, as 
many women and 17 children.  The 
district administration and police 
officials were assisted in the raid by 
Bangalore-based NGO International 
Justice Mission. 

Deccan Herald, December 2, 2010 

 

 

‘Every other child is 

malnourished in India’ 

We have exiled the poor from our 
conscience and consciousness: 
Mander 

• The disadvantaged, who sleep 
hungry, have taught their 

bodies to live with less food 

• The toughest lesson Dalit 
mothers teach their children is 

to learn to sleep hungry 

 

“India is an extraordinary country; a 
country hard to understand.  It has 
some of the richest people listed in 
the Forbes Magazine, while. 
Millions… go to sleep hungry every 

night.  These two Indians live side by 
side”, said Harsh Mander, writer and 
activist. 

 

Delivering the fifth Henry Volken 
Memorial Lecture, ‘Building a just, 
secular, peaceful and humane 
society in India’, he recalled the 
“most disheartening conversation” he 
had with Dalit women living on the 
borders of Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and 
Nepal.  “They told the most difficult 
lesson that they had to teach their 
children was to sleep hungry.  These 
women spend most parts of the day 
looking for food.  They pick 
undigested grain from cattle dung 
and hunt for rats. 

 

The other India: In India, which is 
striving to be a developed country, 
every second child is malnourished.  
The disadvantaged, who sleep 
hungry, have taught their bodies to 
live with less food.  ”This is the other 
India that most of us do not 
acknowledge.  Though these India’s 
live side by side, the distance 
between them is widening”. 

 

Mr. Mander said that with the 
changing times, there has been 
enormous evolution in the popular 
consciousness of the middle class.  
“We have exiled the poor from our 
conscience and consciousness.  This 
is part of a deeper reality.  As a 
society, we have come to terms and 
live with enormous inequalities, he 
said. 
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About combating elitist tendencies, he said that 
structural inequality (caste system) had already 
taken root.  “This inequality starts in the 
classroom.  Communal enmity is also a part of 
it.  The Babri Masjid-Ramjanmabhoomi dispute 
manifested this inequality in its ugliest from.  
The dispute shows on what terms the minorities 
will be allowed to live in India”. 

 

How cinema reflects:  He said that films offer a 
good reflection of popular consciousness.  Films 
from 1950s held compassion and concern for the 
disadvantaged. 

 

“Earlier, there was a certain amount of respect 
for the disadvantaged.  Going by the films now, 
one would think that there are no poor people: 
they have disappeared”, he added. 

 

Governments across the world today only believe 
in markets, bringing in global capital and 
creating jobs.  “The business of government is to 
ensure growth.  What is the point of growth if 
millions continue to be left behind?  We have the 
capacity to change, but lack the will”, he said. 

 

Some efforts:  Mr. Mander said that the 
Government was now trying to introduce policies 
to better the lives of the disadvantaged.  “We are 
closer to the passage of the Food Rights Bill.  
The Communal Violence Bill is another law that 
is being debated to make governments 
accountable.  All these laws will help transform 
India only if we transform ourselves.” 

The Hindu, December 4, 2010 

 

 

Arrest should be the last option, says SC 

The Supreme Court has ruled that arrest should 
be the last option used by police as unnecessary 
incarceration of a person violates the 
fundamental right to personal liberty.  

 

“The arrest should be the last option and it 
should be restricted to those exceptional cases 
where arresting the accused is imperative in the 
facts and circumstances of that case,” the apex 
court said in a judgment. 

 

A Bench of Justice Dalveer Bhandari and Justice 
K S Radhakrishnan also said that anticipatory 
bail granted to a person should continue till the 
conclusion of the trial and no conditions should 
be imposed for the accused to surrender for 
obtaining a regular bail. 

 

“A great ignominy, humiliation and disgrace are 
attached to arrest.  Arrest leads to many serious 
consequences not only for the accused, but for 
the entire family and at times for the entire 
family and at times for the entire community.  
Most people do not make any distinction 
between arrest at a pre-conviction stage or post-
conviction stage,” they said.  “The proper course 
of action ought to be that after evaluating the 
averments and accusation available on the 
record, if the court is inclined to grant 
anticipatory bail then an interim bail be granted 
and notice be issued to the public prosecutor,” 
Justice Bhandari said. 

 

The Bench said the tendency of courts to grant 
anticipatory bail with conditions like asking the 
person to surrender before a court for regular 
bail was contrary to the statute and ruling set by 
a Constitution Bench.  “The curt will be entitled 
to impose conditions for granting bail.  The 
public prosecutor or complainant will be at 
liberty to move the same court for cancellation or 
modifying the conditions of bail any time if 
liberty granted by the court is misused.” It said. 

 

The bail granted by the court should ordinarily 
be continued till the trial of the case.  The order 
granting anticipatory bail for a limited duration 
and thereafter directing the accused to 
surrender and apply before a regular bail is 
contrary to the legislative intention and 
judgment of the Constitution Bench in Sibbia’s 
case, the Bench said. 

 

The SC made the remarks while granting 
anticipatory bail to Siddharam Satlingappa 
Mhetre, a Congress leader allegedly involved in 
the killing of a BJP worker on September 26, 
2009, in Maharashtra. 

The New Indian Express, December 6, 2010 
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Cruel social practices and role of 
investigative reporting 

By S. Viswanathan 

 

That insightful, sensitive, and focused coverage 
of social problems and issues by the news media 
can play an agenda-building role even if the 
direct impact is limited is borne out by this 
investigative story of a fatal oil bath published in 
a recent issue of Tehelka magazine (November 
20, 2010).  It began like this: “An exercise in love 
and health when given to newborn children, a 
ceremonial beginning to festivals, and the 
universal answer to pitiless summers.  In Tamil 
Nada’s small industry hub of Virudhunagar, 
however, it is the beginning of ‘slow murder.’  
The marker of the devastating poverty that 
makes a son kill his own ageing mother.”  This is 
one of a large number of articles on the darker 
side of social life that the magazine has been 
publishing for nearly a decade. 

 

“Mother, shall I put you to sleep?” brings to light 
how a section of people in this commercially 
advanced region of southern Tamil Nadu – a 
State often described as “progressive and 
prosperous” – have found a “less painful” 
solution to the existential challenge of 
confronting penury. 

 

The investigation discovered a small trend, 
shocking in itself but capable of growing into a 
social menace if it was not addressed at its root.  
Younger members of some families were pushing 
their infirm, elderly dependents to death 
because, it was explained, they could not afford 
to take care of them.  The deadly modus is 
known locally as ‘thalaikkoothal,’ a leisurely oil 
bath.  This is how they go about it. 

 

The elderly person is given an extensive oil bath 
before dawn.  The rest of the day, he or she is 
given several glasses of tender coconut water.  
(Ironically, this is everything a mother would 
have told her child not to do while taking an oil 
bath.)  The Tehelka reporter quotes a practicing 
doctor in Madurai as explaining that tender 
coconut water, taken in excess, brings on renal 
failure.  By evening, the body temperature falls 
sharply and in a day or two, the old man or 
woman dies of high fever.  The method does not 
generally fail because, as the doctor further 

explains, “the elderly persons often do not have 
the immunity to survive the sudden fever.”  The 
investigation found further that local folk have 
other deadly tricks up their sleeve, procedures 
such as “milk treatment” and “thrusting mud 
dissolved in water down the throat,” which is 
“the most painful of the lot.”  Killer injections 
and poisons were resorted to at times. A strange 
and poignant aspect of the inhuman practice of 
doing away with old people is that it does not, 
according to the Tehelka article, provoke anger 
or fear among those marked out for murder.  The 
typical attitude is one of “helpless resignation.”  
The entire thing is taken as “an accepted 
practice,” which a doctor claims has been in use 
for more than three decades.  The district 
collector, who has expressed his shock over the 
incidents, has arranged for an investigation by 
the administration. 

 

The Hindu, in a couple of reports published in 
2008, warned of deteriorating economic 
conditions in the region, which had forced 
younger people to migrate to towns and cities 
looking for jobs and leaving their parents and 
dependants in villages to fend for themselves.  
“The problem of elders,” one of the stories noted, 
“is compounded by the absence of employment 
caused by successive failure of monsoon.”  
Another report revealed that Valandur, 
Karumathur, Keeripatti, Pappapatti, and some 
other neighbouring villages had a strange but 
common practice f the elderly being 
“dispossessed by their families once they became 
non-contributors to household income. 

 

This phenomenon of children looking at their 
parents as a burden that could not be carried 
along was first noticed by National Service 
Scheme volunteers of Arul Anandar College.”  
The Principal of the college said that it was a 
painful issue; it was the prevailing economic 
condition that determined the phenomenon of 
inclusion or exclusion of the elderly people. 

 

That this was the very region where more than 
two decades ago intrepid journalistic 
investigation brought to light the atrocious social 
practice of female infanticide and subsequently 
female feticide.  The expose by a popular Tamil 
magazine developed into a countrywide 
movement against this cruel practice, which was 
justified and rationalized by the families, citing 
desperate poverty.  The media, print as well as 
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broadcast, were in the forefront of a campaign 
for tough and effective legislative and regulatory 
measures to eliminate the practice. 

 

The hope is that Tehelka magazine’s recent 
expose of the equally heinous practice of doing 
away with aged parents and dependants, by 
whatever name called, will give an impetus to the 
government’s efforts to take care of senior 
citizens who cannot look after themselves.  The 
key will be effective action, backed by adequate 
resources, in the villages of India.  Inasmuch as 
the economic policies of governments at the 
Centre and in the States contribute to the 
widening of disparities in income, wealth, and 
living conditions and to the inexorable rise in the 
prices of essential commodities, the state must 
accept primary responsibility to remedy the 
situation and, at the very least, provide effective 
relief.  As has happened in the case of most 
welfare legislation and social policy measures, 
the Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and 
Senior Citizens Act enacted in 2007 has not 
been implemented sincerely.  This becomes even 
more important in the context of rising longevity 
in society and the substantial increase in the 
number of senior citizens in recent decades as 
part of the development process. 

 

The Hindu’s Open Page has carried several 
insightful articles in recent months on this 
challenge facing rising India.  My hope is that 
the main news section and the feature sections 
of the newspaper, and also other major 
newspapers and magazines, will give more space 
to these issues and cover them in a sustained 
way, so that they get more public and policy 
attention. 

The Hindu, December 6, 2010 

 

Teacher booked for sexually harassing 

students 

 

A case has been registered against a music 
teacher of the Army school in nearby Panchkula 
in Chandigarh for allegedly sexually harassing 
some Standard V girl students. 

The New Indian Express, December 7.2010 

 

 

 

5368 cases of child rape reported in 
2009: Govt. 

 

At least 5368 cases of child rape were reported 
in 2009 with Madhya Pradesh accounting for the 
maximum 20% cases followed by Uttar Pradesh, 
Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh, the Rajya 
Sabha was informed at New Delhi.  As per 
National Crime Records Bureau, 5045, 5466 and 
5368 child rape cases were reported in the 
country in 2007, 2008 and 2009, respectively, 
Minister for Women and Child Development 
Krishna Tirath said in a written reply. 

The New Indian Express, December 8, 2010 

 

New rules may dampen the spirit of 
RTI Act 

 

It seems the very spirit of the Right To 
Information Act (RTI) is under threat.  The 
Centre has started the process of notifying the 
RTI rules with new changes.  The new rules, to 
be titled the “Right to Information Rules 2010”, 
suggest a bunch of changes which may dampen 
the spirit of the Act. 

 

What could be the most inappropriate 
suggestion is the provision that an application 
should relate only to one subject matter and 
should be limited to 250 words, excluding the 
addresses of the applicant and the Public 
Information Officer. 

 

According to the new rules, the applicant will 
have to pay the actual amount spent by public 
authority on hiring a machine or any other 
equipment, if any, to supply information.  Also 
he will have to pay the postal charges, in excess 
of Rs.10/- if any, involved in the supply of 
information. 

The New Indian Express, December 14, 2010 

 

2 Dalit sisters burnt to death by mob 
in Utterpradesh, India 

 

Two sisters belonging to the Dalit community 
were allegedly burnt alive in Kothiwal Nagar here 
by a mob protesting a double murder for which 
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their brother was accused.  An FIR has been 
registered in which the victims’ mother has 
identified 12 people who were part of the mob, 
SP (City) Rahul Yadavendra said. 

 

According to the victims’ mother Rajo, a mob 
gathered outside their house and set it ablaze.  
While she escaped unhurt, her daughters Gita 
22, and Manu, 20 were burnt alive in the 
ensuing fire. 

 

The victims’ brother Rakesh, who worked as a 
sweeper here, has been accused in the case of 
the murder of a woman and her 10-year old 
daughter for robbery on December 9. 

 

While Rakesh is absconding, his brother Rajesh 
was arrested by police.  Rajo has alleged that a 
mob had gathered outside her house and 
threatened to set it ablaze about two days after 
the double murder.  She claimed she had 
requested police to provide security at her house 
or to place them at a secure location as there 
was threat to their life, but the police did not 
help. 

The New Indian Express, December 20 

 

Property and private rights 

 

Two themes this column has stressed, time and 
again, are about transparency and disclosure 
laws, and the imperative to restore the 
Constitutional right to property.  A set of events 
have erupted together to make the point for us.  
Among these are the Adarsh housing scam in 
Mumbai that brought down the state chief 
minister, and the revelations on the amazing 
extent of housing allotments at subsidized prices 
by the chief ministers of Karnataka and Tamil 
Nadu.  Adarsh showed the nexus between top 
politicians and bureaucrats, the ones who make 
and implement the laws giving the state 
discretionary powers n these matters.  In 
Karnataka, it now turns out, every successive 
CM has allotted land to kith and kin and more – 
servants, maids, drivers, and partymen have all 
got it. The retired high court judge appointed 
now to probe the allotments since 1995 was 
himself indicted by a legislature probe in 2007 
for being part of a housing society violating all 
sorts of norms in this regard.  In Chennai, the 
present CM has allotted housing board flats to 

civil servants, judges, police officers, kin of these 
people, et al.  under a similar discretionary 
quota. 

 

It’s the same all over India and our rulers can 
because the Constitution and the laws give the 
state all sorts of powers to sequester land and to 
allot it.  We, the people, agreed to have the door 
locked and the key taken away by the state on 
the Constitutional right to private property.  At 
the time, those who warned against this were 
branded as lackeys of the rich and the 
privileged, fundamentally against the public 
interest.  Judge for yourself who was serving 
which interest.  It is precisely the ones who are 
out of the rulers’ circuit, the non-rich and non-
powerful, who need to be guaranteed the right 
for the state to be kept away from them and their 
possessions if they choose.  Pursuit of a utopia 
which proclaims otherwise has given rise to a 
horribly skewed market on land and housing, 
the basic drive to get access to which is part of 
what makes us human beings.  As for 
transparency, we reiterate our insistence that 
the present Right to Information law needs to be 
expanded into a strong Duty to Publish Act, 
where every government proposal and decision 
has to be disclosed immediately with all details, 
for citizens at large to peruse, without exception. 

The New Indian Express, December 20 

 

Kashmiris take on government with 
unusual weapon 

A small but dedicated band of RTI warriors is 
determined to fight for people’s 

empowerment through the weapon of 

information. 

 

In July 2010, when stone-pelting teenagers were 
battling it out with policemen on the streets of 
Kashmir, one young Kashmiri was taking on the 
security forces in his own way. In a video 
conference call from Srinagar, Muzaffar Bhat, a 
dentist by education, deposed before Chief 
Information Commissioner Wajahat Habibullah 
about an unsuccessful 2007 application for 
information, under the Right to Information Act, 
on the whereabouts of a man from Budgam 
district who was picked up by the Border 
Security Force in 1990 and has not been seen 
since. 
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Three senior officials of the BSF also participated 
in the four-way conference call hearing on July 2 
– two DIGs from the Delhi headquarters of the 
organization, and the DIG Frontier from his 
Srinagar headquarters.  The CIC directed Dr. 
Bhat to send the details of the case to the DIG 
Frontier at the earliest, and directed the BSF 
officials to ensure that they responded within 15 
days. 

 

Dr. Bhat never got the information.  According to 
him, the BSF invited him to a separate follow-up 
meeting some weeks later.  He was told all the 
records pertaining to 1990 had been discarded 
and there was no way to track down the missing 
man, Mohammed Ashraf Yatoo. An employee of 
the Jammu & Kashmir government’s food 
supplies department. 

 

The failure has not deterred Dr. Bhat, one of a 
small but dedicated band of RTI warriors in 
Kashmir.  If anything, the dental surgeon-turned 
activist is now even more determined in his 
mission to fight for people’s empowerment 
through the weapon of information. 

 

“One of the reasons for the present unrest in 
Kashmir is that there is a big governance deficit 
in Kashmir.  We see right to information as a 
way to empower people so that the deficit can be 
addressed in the right way”, Dr. Bhat told the 

Hindu in a recent interview in Srinagar. 

 

Human rights violations by the security forces 
are a big part of this, but also what people see as 
endemic corruption in every department of 
government, and the perceived nexus between 
bureaucrats and politicians to deprive the 
powerless of their rightful benefits. 

 

Jammu & Kashmir got its own Right to 
Information Act in 2004, a year before the 
Central legislation.  But it was weak.  After the 
2005 RTI Act at the Centre, Dr. Bhat and his 
friends – among them the 2010 IAS 
examinations topper, Feisal Shah – began 
mobilizing opinion for stronger RTI legislation in 
the State. 

 

For constitutional reasons, the Central Act was 
not applicable in Jammu & Kashmir.  But it 

inspired and strengthened the hands of the 
activists as they lobbied mainstream political 
parties to include in their election manifestos a 
commitment to a stronger RTI legislation.  They 
finally succeeded in 2009, when the Jammu & 
Kashmir Assembly passed an RTI Act that is in 
some respects stronger than the Central Act. 

 

The legislation has yielded small, but significant 
results.  In September this year, Jammu & 
Kashmir High Court judges declared their assets 
following a request made under the RTI Ac five 
months earlier.  A 45-year-old widow finally won 
her battle for a tin-shed under the Indira Awas 
Yojana, another woman managed to get a Below 
Poverty Line card, and a village got piped water 
supply; all after RTI applications were filed.  In 
July, the State Pollution Control Board provided 
the shocking information, again under the RTI 
Act, that only two hotels in the entire tourist 
town of Gulmarg had pollution control 
certificates from the Board. 

 

Dr. Bhat said he packed up his dental practice 
to engage full time in RTI work after seeing 
people suffer all kinds of injustices due to 
government callousness.  At his clinic in 
Budgam, his patients would tell him of their 
experiences of dealing with government officials. 

 

“People have no access even to their tehsildar, 
what to speak of their district commissioner.  
Even if a tehsildar grants an audience to 
someone”, he said, “that person’s heart rate goes 
up immediately, and he stands there shivering, 
unable to state his case properly.  People are 
waiting outside government offices all day to get 
even the smallest jobs done.” 

 

Not surprisingly, his activism has earned him 
enemies.  Separatist politicians allege he is a 
stooge of the government, his talk of 
empowerment distracting attention from their 
goal of azadi.  Powerful mainstream politicians, 
on the other hand, are out to fix him, he alleges, 
reeling off a list of FIRs filed against him and 
other RTI activists. 

 

“We are not pelting stones.  All we want is good 
governance, and transparency in government.  
For this I am being harassed by powerful people, 
cases are being fabricated against me” he said.  
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“The question boils down to this: What kind of 
people do you finally want in the State?  My kind 
of people who believe in democracy, or stone-
pelters and militants?” 

 

The Jammu & Kashmir Right to Information 
Movement, which Dr. Bhat and his fellow RTI 
activists run, is now engaged in spreading 
awareness abut the legislation in the entire 
State.  They are also campaigning for the 
appointment of a Chief Information 
Commissioner for the State. “More than a year 
has lapsed since the Act came into existence, 
and we still do not have a Chief Information 
Commissioner for J & K,” said Dr. Bhat.  Filling 
that office is important – it is the only forum of 
appeal to anyone whose RTI request goes 
unheeded. 

 

For months now, Dr. Bhat has been awaiting a 
response from the State Home Department for 
information on how many security forces 
personnel have so far been prosecuted for 
disappearances in custody.  A request for 
information on assets of IAS and Kashmir 
administrative service officials is also pending.  
“I want to file a complaint but where do I give my 
complaint in the absence of a Chief Information 
Commissioner?”  Dr. Bhat asked. 

 

The State government has also not filled the two 
posts of information Commissioners, leaving the 
State’s three-member Information Commission 
un-constituted. 

 

In the BSF case, Dr. Bhat could appeal to the 
Central Information Commission because of the 
paramilitary force is a central government 
organization, and his request for information 
about the missing man was filed as under the 
Central RTI Act. 

 

Earlier this month, a delegation of the Jammu & 
Kashmir RTI movement met the Governor to 
demand the appointment of the Chief 
Information Commissioner and Information 
Commissioners without further delay.  They also 
demanded that the State government must never 
delay.  They also demanded that the State 
government must raise awareness about the 
legislation by including it in the education 
curriculum in the State any by publishing it in 

the Urdu and Hindi languages.  They also 
flagged the need for proactive disclosure of 
Information by all the public authorities.” 

 

Some people say, this is a conflict zone”, said Dr. 
Bhat “nothing can be done here; they say this 
legislation cannot work here.  But what we are 
saying to people is this precisely because of the 
conflict, this act can do wonders.  It can 
strengthen people’s even help to resolve the 
conflict.” 

The Hindu, Monday 20, December 2010. 

 

Government gives no guarantee on 
employment 

The State is among the dregs in MGNREGS 

 

A lax and “insensitive” administration has 
virtually stalled the pro-poor Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme 
(MGNREGS) across Karnataka. 

 

A recent report by the Centre on the progress of 
national rural employment guarantee scheme in 
the country has found that barring conflict-
ridden Jammu & Kashmir, Karnataka has been 
ranked last among all major states in the 
implementation of the programmes. 

 

Even in absolute terms, tiny states like Tripura 
have generated more MGNREGS work than 
Karnataka, points out the report prepared by the 
Union Ministry of Rural Development. 

 

Only 11 per cent of the budgeted households 
have received work under the scheme in the 
State.  Out of 40 lakh households budgeted to 
receive the work, only 4.5 lakh have been 
engaged in work so far. 

 

The corresponding figures for neighbouring 
Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu are 94, 
89 and 105 per cent. 

 

A more depressing picture emerges when the 
metric of total man-days of work provided is 
considered. A target of only five per cent of the 
budgeted man-day has been achieved till 
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October this year.  The corresponding figures for 
Andhra, Kerala and Tamil Nadu are 60, 30 and 
74 per cent. 

 

Tripura shines:  More surprising, other much 
smaller sates have achieved more work under 
MGNREGS than Karnataka has.  Tripura, with a 
population one-fifteenth of Karnataka, has 
generated more work than Karnataka.  Tripura 
has generated 210 lakh man-days, while 
Karnataka has generated 140 lakh man-days of 
work. 

 

S R Hiremath, state Adviser to Food 
commissioners appointed by the Supreme Court, 
said: “It s no secret that Karnataka is one of the 
worst performing state when it comes to 
MGNREGS.  The government has shown no 
sensitivity in implementing the scheme”. 

 

Besides government apathy, Hiremath has also 
cited rampant corruption as one of the 
impediments to the implementation of 
employment guarantee scheme. 

 

“Recently corruption was detected at 
Harapanahalli where bogus records were 
created.  Moreover, work was undertaken using 
machines instead of manual labour under the 
scheme.  That is not allowed under MGNREGS,” 
he added. 

Deccan Herald, December 20, 2010 

 

14-yr-old raped in Haryana 

In a shocking incident, a 14-year-old girl was 
allegedly raped by four persons over a fortnight 
after she was abducted by a fellow villager in 
Haryana’s Jind district.  Police have arrested 
four persons, including a woman, in connection 
with the rape. 

Deccan Herald, December 20, 2010 

 

Teacher rapes orphan student 

 

A 40-year-old physical education teacher of the 
Government Boys and Girls High School in 
Hyderabad repeatedly raped his eighth standard 
minor student, an orphan for over a year.  He 
had threatened her with dire consequences if 

she disclosed the atrocity to the school 
authorities.  

 

The incident came to light only after the girl 
became pregnant and was taken to a doctor by 
the teacher for abortion.  The doctor refused to 
abort the foetus and in turn alerted child rights 
activists of Mahila Samakhya. 

Deccan Herald, December 23, 2010. 

 

Teacher arrested for molesting student 

A girl studying in Class IV was allegedly 
molested at a school in south-east Delhi by her 
60-year-old teacher. 

Deccan Herald, December 21, 2010 

 

Parents kill son, daughter-in-law 

 

A father and mother, both septuagenarians, 
killed their lone son and daughter-in-law in cold 
blood for marrying against their wishes. 

 

It was an inter-caste marriage (the girl being a 
Dalit), that invited the ire of the family. Sukhdev 
Singh and Mandeep Kaur were in love with each 
other and married against the wishes of 
Sukhdev’s parents two years ago. 

 

The murder came to light when the girl’s sister 
Rajnikanta, a resident of Jalandhar, approached 
the police expressing her fears and urging them 
to locate couple.  She smelt a rat after failing to 
get a satisfactory reply from Sukhdev’s parents 
who harassed the young couple ever since they 
got married. 

Deccan Herald, December 23, 2010. 

 

Deaf and dumb girls sexually 
exploited 

 

In yet another incident of sexual exploitation of 
physically challenged girls, some students of a 
school for deaf and dumb girls in Lucknow were 
allegedly sexually exploited by the sons of the 
school principal. 
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The two alleged culprits identified as Deepu and 
Shubham, the sons of the principal of the 
school, were arrested after the allegations were 
found to be true following an investigation by 
government authorities. 

Deccan Herald, December 24, 2010. 

 

Minor raped, killed 

An eight-year-old girl was raped and murdered 
allegedly by a labourer at Garvebavipalya in 
Bangalore.  The incident came to light with the 
arrest of the accused, the victim’s neighbour.  
According to a senior police officer, the girl went 
to a shop at Garvehavipalya to buy chocolates 
but did not return.  The accused took her to a 
eucalyptus grove near his house and committed 
the crime.  He smashed the girl’s head with a 
boulder and hid the body in the bushes.  After 
failing to trace the child, the girl’s mother 
approached the police and reportedly told them 
that she suspected the accused. 

 

The police interrogated the accused and later 
arrested him.  Later the accused, who confessed 
to the crime, took the police officials to the spot 
where he had hid the body. 

The Hindu, December 25, 2010. 

 

Health rights coalition condemns 

Sen’s conviction 

 

Jan Swasthya Abhiyan, a coalition of 
organizations promoting health rights, has 
expressed “outrage” at the life imprisonment 
awarded by a Raipur court to civil rights activist 
Binayak Sen for sedition and treason. 

 

In a statement issued, the Abhiyan said Dr. Sen 
enjoyed an illustrious record of 25 years of 
selfless service in health and human rights.  He 
was an active member and former convener of 
the Medico Friend Circle, a national organization 
of health professionals, which worked for an 
alternative health system to meet the needs of 
the poor. 

 

“Great injustice”:  The judgment, the Abhiyan 
said, was an unacceptable attempt to intimidate 
and vilify those who advocated the rights of the 
poor and highlighted the indiscriminate use of 

state machinery to stifle democratic dissent.  The 
Abhiyan believed that great injustice was done, 
not only to Dr. Sen but also to the democratic 
fabric of this country. 

 

Dr. Sen, who is the general secretary of the 
People’s Union for Civil Liberties, Chhattisgarh, 
and national vice-president of the organization, 
is closely associated with the Abhiyan, the 
Indian chapter of the People’s Health Movement. 

 

The Abhiyan pointed out that the Christian 
Medical College in Vellore conferred on him the 
Paul Harrisn Award in 2004, the highest award 
given to an alumnus for distinguished service in 
rural areas.  He still inspired successive 
generations of students and faculty.  Many of his 
articles, based on his work, were appreciated 
internationally.  “His indictment under the 
Chhattisgarh Special Public Security Act, 1967, 
is utterly condemnable.” 

The Hindu, December 25, 2010. 

 

Doctor rapes daughter for two years, held 

 

A doctor working in the Krishnapuram village of 
Visakhapatnam district was arrested for 
allegedly raping his elder daughter for two years. 

 

In a starling revelation, the girl, a 16-year-old 
school dropout, complained to the police that 
her father Potnuri Raju (46) had been raping her 
since the time she attained puberty in 2008.  He 
had made her his “sex slave” at their home in 
Tagarapuvalasa village the district’s Bheemili 
mandal, the girl told the police. 

 

According to Bheemili Sub Inspector 
Suryanarayana, the girl was probably warned by 
her father not to report this to anyone and 
threatened to finish off the whole family with his 
knowledge about poisonous injections and 
medicines if the matter was let out. 

 

The girl had sought the police’s help now, as she 
wanted to resist the moves of her father towards 
her younger sister, who had recently attained 
puberty, the police officer said.  “It is surprising 
the mother of the teenager never knew about her 
husband’s advances towards her daughter,” he 
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added.  However the girl is said to have told the 
police that her mother knew about it but kept 
quite fearing social ostracisation. 

 

Women’s organizations that accompanied the 
girl to the Bheekili police station jointed out that 
the girl suddenly dropping out of school was 
enough indication that she was sexually abused 
by some close relative.  It was generally seen 
that such behavioural changes hinted at sexual 
abuse. 

 

The registered medical practitioner also 
confessed to the police that he raped his 
daughter few years ago under the influence of 
alcohol, but never touched her again. 

Deccan Herald, December 25, 2010 

 

Injustice to Binayak Sen 

 

The life sentence awarded to physician and 
human rights activist Binayak Sen by a court in 
Raipur has disappointed all those who believe 
that he is more sinned against than sinning.  
Justice B P Verma justified the harshness of his 
verdict when he said “the way terrorists and 
Maoists are killing paramilitary forces and 
innocent adivasis and spreading fear, terror and 
disorder across the country implies that this 
court cannot be generous to the accused”.  Law 
abiding citizens would readily concede his point 
with the proviso that Sen is more a victim of 
circumstances than guilty of such serious 
criminal acts as sedition and conspiracy.  In 
fact, his punishment is the result of a conspiracy 
of powerful forces which used the draconian 
laws of the state to silence a spokesman of the 
poor. 

 

In a country where even those accused of 
murder and rape are routinely given bail, an 
ailing Sen was denied bail for a long time till the 
Supreme Curt belatedly found merit in his plea.  
The charge against him was that in the guise of 
treating Naxalite leader septuagenarian Narayan 
Sanyal, incarcerated in a jail in Raipur, he was 
acting as a conduit for Naxalites.  Some aspects 
of the trial were hilarious, to say the least.  For 
instance, the police produced a letter written to 
one “Fernandes” of ISI, as evidence that he was 
in touch with the “dreaded” Pakistani Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI).  The police was 

blissfully unaware of the fact that the letter was 
addressed to Walter Fernandez, Director of the 
New Delhi-based, Jesuits-run Indian Social 
Institute, also called ISI. 

 

A brilliant doctor, Sen could have set up a clinic 
of his own in one of the big towns and lived a 
comfortable life.  Instead, he went to a God-
forsaken place in Chhattisgarh to work among 
the tribals there.  He set up a small hospital 
where costly medicines were never prescribed.  
However, it was his human rights activism that 
antagonized the state.  He had time and again 
spoken against Naxalism.  But in the name of 
fighting Naxalites, the Chhattisgarh government 
had come up with “Salwa Judum” under which 
civilians were armed with weapons to fight 
Naxalites.  It was not difficult for the armed 
vigilantes to take the law into their own hands 
and cause human rights violations.  That is what 
Dr Sen had been fighting against.  It is 
retaliation by the state that has landed Binayak 
Sen, again, in jail, this time for life.  It’s a verdict 
that needs to be challenged. 

The Indian Express, December 27, 2010. 

 

Adivasis in Dantewada face only 
repression 

 

In Chhattisgarh, the only criminal appears to be 
the law.  For instance, Salwa Judum leader 
Soyam Mukka was part of a state-sponsored 
mob that protested against Medha Patkar and a 
contingent of human rights activists and social 
workers in January 2009. 

 

Soyam Mukka has a warrant for his arrest, for 
kidnapping a young woman, who was raped in 
2008 by Special Police Officers in Konta police 
station.  Previously, they hadn’t even accepted 
the FIR of the girl who was raped.  And when she 
was taken to the magistrate’s court in Konta by 
human rights activist’s police did their best to 
harass the girl. 

 

So they now harass, arrest, and chase away all 
those who talk about constitutional rights.  They 
appear to think the messengers must be shot, 
these people calling for the law. 
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Doctor and human rights activist Binayak Sen 
has already been sentenced to life for sedition, 
but other, less known, have been in jail for long 
periods.  There is human rights activist Kopa 
Kunjam who has been in jail for over a year now 
for the murder of a man that every witness has 
so far claimed he tried to save.   He has the 
company of many CPI workers, some of them 
elected representatives Lala Kunjam, Sukul 
Prasad Nag, Sudru Ram Junjam, Bhima Kunjam 
and Kartam Joga. 

 

Kartam Joga was one of the first petitioners to 
the Supreme Court regarding the illegal killings 
by Salwa Judum.  He believed in upholding the 
law.  He believed in the courts. 

 

When the CPI called for a rally on November 25 
to protest against the police and the 
administration, the previous night numerous 
reports surfaced about police beating up CPI 
protestors around Katekkalyan, Pondum and 
Jhirum villages on Dantewada road. 

 

On December 8, the CPI along with other 
organizations under the banner of the 
Chhattisgarh Bachao Andolan, was part of a 
rally of over 10000 people who submitted a 
petition by one lakh people to the Chhattisgarh 
State Assembly asking for better implementation 
of PESA, Forest Rights Act, the end of fake 
environment hearings, harassment of activists 
and displacement from land.  Almost everyone in 
Chhattisgarh seems to want the law.  Except 
perhaps its guardians. 

 

That includes the journalists.  So they too are 
under threat.  Recently, the new avatar of the 
Salwa Judum, the Maa Danteswari Adivasi 
Swabhimani Manch, called for the deaths of 
three local journalists in the Bastar region. 

 

Anil Mishra, previous district head of New Delhi-
based Hindi daily Nai Duniya, NRK Pillai, vice-
president of the Working Journalists Union, and 
Yashwant Yadav of Deshbandu were mentioned 
in the press release.  ‘Journalists and NGOs who 
are befriending the Naxals, be it Himanshu 
Kumar or Arundhati, or even for that matter 
NRK Pillai, Anil Yadav r Yashwant Mishra, all of 
you will face consequences.  Leaders of CPI, BJP 
or Congress, in jail or outside – who have been 

on your side will not make any difference.  Under 
the garb of human right activists you should 
know that you cannot last too long.  If you do 
not leave Bastar you will die like a dog.’ 

 

This is not the first time the state apparatus or 
the state-backed counter insurgent group has 
attacked journalists in Bastar, NRK Pillai has 
long complained in Delhi about the persecution 
of the press in Dantewada.  Yet there is nothing 
but silence from Delhi.  In October 2009, at the 
onset of major operations that would then be 
known as Operation Green Hunt, the police had 
‘requested’ all the local journalists not to go and 
work in the jungles.  Almost no one did.  When 
others accompanied national and international 
journalists into the field, they were warned, ‘tere 
koh yah rahna hai, yeh log nikal jayenge’.  (you 
live here; these people (outsiders) will go away.) 

 

Anil Mishra lost his job at Nai Duniya because 
he accompanied international and national 
journalists into the area.  And he moved out of 
Dantewada.  The first report of the Maa 
Danteshwari death threat came out on citizen’s 
news portal CGNet Swara.  Young adivasi 
journalist Mangal Kunjam only had to call the 
CGNet Swara number (o8o) 41137280 to record 
his report.  A few days after the recording was 
made available to the world, he was called to 
Kirandul police station where he was threatened. 

 

Is this about silencing dissent?  The inference 
seems obvious, but whatever the motive, for the 
Adivasis in Dantewada the only law they 
encounter is the jackboot.  All those fine words 
such as equality before the law, ‘let the law take 
its course’, and so on, are sounds without 
meaning.  The one reality they face is repression, 
and their voices are rarely heard because no one 
knows their names. 

The New Indian Express, December 27, 2010 

 

17368 farm suicides in 2009 

 

At least 17368 Indian farmers killed themselves 
in 2009, the worst figure for farm suicides in six 
years, according to data of the National Crime 
Records Bureau (NCRB).  This is an increase of 
1172 over the 2008 count of 16196.  It brings 
the total farm suicides since 1997 to 216500.  
The share of the Big 5 States, or ‘suicide belt’ – 
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Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh – in 2009 
remained very high at 10765, or around 62 per 
cent of the total, though falling nearly five 
percentage points from 2008.  Maharashtra 
remained the worst State for farm suicides for 
the tenth successive year, reporting 2872.  
Though that is a fall of 930 it is still 590 more 
than in Karnataka, second worst, which logged 
2282 farm suicides. 

 

Economist K Nagaraj, author of the biggest 
study on Indian farm suicides, says “That these 
numbers are rising even as the farmer 
population shrinks, confirms the agrarian crisis 
is still burning.” 

 

Maharashtra has logged 44.276 farm suicides 
since 1997, over a fifth of the total 216500.  
Within the Big 5, Karnataka saw the highest 
increase of 545 in 2009.  Andhra Pradesh 
recorded 2414 farm suicides – 309 more than in 
2008.  Madhya Pradesh (1395) and Chhattisfarh 
(1802) saw smaller increases of 16 and 29.  
Outside the Big 5, Tamil Nadu doubled its tally 
with 1060, against 512 in 2008.  In all, 18 of 28 
States reported higher farm suicide numbers in 
2009.  Some, like Jammu and Kashmir or 
Uttarakhand, saw a negligible rise.  Rajasthan, 
Kerala and Jharkhand saw increases of 5576 
and 93.  Assam and West Bengal saw higher 
rises of 144 and 295.  NCRB farm data now exist 
for 13 years.  In the first seven, 1997-2003, 
there wee 113872 farm suicides, an average of 
16267 a year.  In the next six years 102628 
farmers took their lives at an average of 17105 a 
year.  This means, on average, around 47 
farmers – or almost one every 30 minutes – 
killed themselves each day between 2004 and 
2009. 

 

Lower their average:  Among the major States, 
only a few including Karnataka, Kerala and West 
Bengal avoided the sharp rise these six years 
and lowered their average by over 350 compared 
to the 1997-2003 period.  In the same period, 
the annual average of farm suicides in the Big 5 
States as a whole was more than 1650 higher 
than it was in 1997-2003. 

The Hindu, December 28, 2010 

 

 

Woman, daughter paraded naked 

 

In the third incident in as many months, a 
teenage girl and her mother were stripped, 
paraded naked and thrashed by a mob at a 
village in South 24 Parganas district in Kolkata 
as the girl was having an affair with a married 
youth. 

Deccan Herald, December 29, 2010. 

 

Youth chops off woman’s tongue 

 

Enraged over his failure to rape a woman, a 
youth in Uttar Pradesh’s Harodi district allegedly 
chopped off a part of the woman’s tongue before 
escaping.  Family members of the woman alleged 
that the youth had been stalking her for the past 
several days.  “We had approached the police 
with a complaint but they did not take any 
action”, said Ram Prakash, the husband of the 
woman.  The husband is a landless labourer.  
Had the police taken quick action on our 
complaint, this traffic incident could have been 
avoided, he said. 

 

Hardoi district police chief Luv Kumar said that 
a case has been registered and a manhunt had 
been launched to nab the alleged culprit. 

Deccan Herald, December 29, 2010. 

 

Student in hospital after beaten by 
teacher 

 

A 10-year-old student of a private school in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Jalaun town has been hospitalized 
with multiple injuries after his teacher beat him 
up brutally, police said. 

Deccan Herald, December 29, 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


