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‘Climate is changing faster than we 
think’  

Mr. Michael Freilich, Director of the 
Earth Science Division, NASA, at the 
Indian Institute of Science in Bangalore 
said, eclipsed though it may be by the 
more glamorous space missions at 
NASA, a group of remote sensing ‘Earth 
Science’ satellites have been capturing 
for scientists some of the most exciting 
and useful images of the earth and the 
atmosphere. 

 

From climate change to severe weather 
conditions and glacial melt to wildfires 
on land, satellites of NASA’s Earth 
Science Division have never been more 
important to scientists, said division’s 
director Michael Freilich. 

 

Satellites Terra and Aqua have been 
capturing images of the oil spill in the 
Gulf of Mexico, which began in April 
after the explosion of the Deepwater 
Horizon oil rig.  The extent and shape of 
the oil spill appears to be in constant 
flux due to weather conditions, 
currents and the use of oil-dispersing 
chemicals.  A little while earlier images 
of the giant ash cloud produced by the 
Icelandic volcano, had helped give the 
green signal to resume air activity over 
Europe.  Among the projects of NASA’s 
Earth Science system is the “Afternoon 
Constellation”, a formation of five 
satellites flying in very close proximity 
to each other and sending in a cache of 
information on different parameters.  
Satellite imagery appears to indicate 
that climate change appears to be more 
rapid than we believe.  NASA is now in 
the process of calibrating data from 

ISRO’s Ocean sat 2 for weather 
monitoring. 

The Hindu, August 4. 

 

 

Rent-a-toddler business rampant in 
Belgaum 

Beggars in Belgaum have found 
innovative ways to earn money.  They 
are hiring infants from poor families for 
begging, in turn also bringing slow 
deaths to the little ones. 

 

The new trade commenced after 
beggars realized that begging along with 
infants in their arms in rains can fetch 
sympathy and more money.  While they 
manage to earn up to Rs.300 to Rs.400 
a day, all they have to pay the families 
of the children is Rs.50 to Rs.70 a day. 

 

The beggars, especially children aged 
between 8 and 15 years, along with an 
infant in their hands, beg money on the 
pretext of purchasing milk for the 
infants at different traffic signals and 
public places. 

 

Bheemappa, a beggar said he 
sometimes manages to earn up to 
Rs.500 a day.  “One woman in a car at 
the traffic signal at Gogte Circle, saw 
me with 8 month old Asma shivering in 
rain and gave Rs.100 .  Asma is the 
daughter of Noorjahan Chachi, who 
stays in the same slum as he.  Earlier, 
Noorjahan use to beg with her daughter 
in rain.  But her health did not permit 
her to do it and so she now sells toys 
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on the streets, sitting under some shelter.  She 
charges me Rs.60 a day. 

 

In another case, Geeta rents her two year old son – 
Puttayya – to begging kids in the slum area she 
resides in, on an hourly basis, near the railway 
station.  She charges Rs.10 per hour.  It was only a 
few days back that two year old Pooja Shivputra 
Asmi died due to heavy rain.  The authorities said 
Pooja had died of cold.  Such being the case and 
with the renting of infants, there could be many 
Poojas crawling towards death. 

The New Indian Express, August 4. 

 

Student burnt to death by classmates in Bihar 

In a heart-rending incident, 13-year-old Vijay 
Prakash was allegedly burnt to death by his four 
school friends in Madhepura district, Patna. 

 

The gruesome killing took place when Vijay, a 
student of Class VII of Jawahar Navodaya 
Vidyalaya, was fast asleep in his hostel room.  His 
roommates panicked when they saw Vijay engulfed 
in flames.  As the minor boy screamed for help, his 
friends and teachers in the hostel rushed in with 
blankets and water to douse the flames.  By then, 
the victim had suffered 70 per cent burns.  He was 
immediately rushed to Madhepura Sadar Hospital. 

 

According to police sources, a few days back, Vijay 
had an altercation with his friends on the hostel 
campus over the use of a mobile phone.  The 
school principal had suspended two students in 
this connection.  Vijay’s father, Razak insists the 
same boys who had clashed with his son burnt 
him to death.  Though the school authorities said 
Vijay committed suicide after being humiliated by 
his friends, the district police do not rule out a foul 
play. We have found half a liter of kerosene in a 
two liter bottle and match stick from the incident 
site. 

Deccan Herald, August 4. 

 

DU student raped in car 

A businessman was arrested on Thursday on 
charges of abducting and raping a 17-year-old 
Delhi University student in his car. 

 

The first year student was on her way back from 
college on Wednesday evening when Mukesh 
Singhal dragged her inside his Wagon R Car in 
Moti Nagar in west Delhi.  Singhal stopped his car 

and asked her an address.  When she responded, 
he pulled her inside the car and took her to an 
isolated place where she was raped.  The accused, 
a resident of Ashok Vihar in north Delhi, later 
dumped her in front of her college.  Medical 
examination has confirmed rape. 

Deccan Herald, August 6. 

 

Media guild proposed for child rights 

Speakers at a consultation meet on “Child Rights 
and Media” suggested that a  media guild be set up 
to give a push for child rights in news space. 

 

The meet – jointly organized by Karnataka Child 
Rights Observatory, UNICEF and Madhyama 
Bharathi of Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan – was aimed 
at sensitizing media persons on reporting issues 
pertaining to child rights. The chair person of 
Karnataka State Commission for Protection of 
Child Rights, said media played a vital role in 
highlighting violations of child rights.  Media 
reports can be concrete documents for the 
commission or any other statutory body to take 
action against any authority or come up with any 
plans. 

 

Assuring that the commission would take forward 
the proposal to set up a media guild, Ms. Nayak 
said: This will help in ensuring that the various 
government schemes for he welfare of children 
actually reached the genuine beneficiaries. 

The Hindu, August 6. 

 

New rights and old divisions 

In a landmark resolution, the United Nations 
General Assembly has recognized access to clean 
water and sanitation as a human right.  The 39 
state proposal, initiated by Bolivian President Evo 
Morales, was passed by 122 votes to zero, with 41 
member states abstaining.  The negotiations 
leading to the vote, however, were detailed and 
tense, and showed clear political divisions on North
-South lines.  The major opposition came from the 
United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, 
Australia, Japan and several other industrialized 
countries together with developing countries 
known for siding with the U.S. and former colonial 
powers.  Indeed, had Germany and Spain not 
stated that they would not oppose the resolution, 
opponents such as the U.K. and Sweden may even 
have succeeded in conveying the impression that 
the European Union as a whole had achieved a 
consensus against it.  Some delegations, 
implausibly in this electronic age, said they did not 
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receive their governments’ instructions in time for 
the vote.  Campaigning groups have also said that 
an attempt was made within the U.N. to derail the 
resolution, in the form of a prior letter sent by the 
U.N. Secretary General’s Advisory Board to the 
President of the General Assembly suggesting 
alterations to the draft resolution; some have 
implied that this constituted an attempt to impose 
a neoliberal tone on the draft. 

 

The fact remains, nevertheless, that nearly 900 
million people lack access to safe drinking water; 
nearly two billion people live in water-stressed 
areas around the world, and three billion live a 
kilometer or more away from the nearest running 
water.  Over 2.6 billion lack access to basic 
sanitation, and 1.5 million children under five die 
every year because of contaminated water or poor 
sanitation.  Writing in The New York Times, 
Mikhail Gorbachev calls the situation “water 
apartheid”, and notes that since the end of World 
War II contaminated water has killed more people 
than all forms of violence combined.  As to major 
diseases, AIDS malaria, and measles together do 
not account for as many deaths as impure water 
does.  The U.N. resolution is non-binding, but it 
has been hailed as a decisive move in the 
worldwide struggle for access to safe water as 
essential to human survival and dignity.  Although 
the vote in the General Assembly has shown 
political cleavages, the passage of the resolution is 
a tribute to the tireless work of water-rights NGOs 
such as the Canada-based Blue Planet Project and 
to those Latin American states which, having 
learnt by bitter experience what neoliberalism 
means in practice, are leading the way towards 
significant alternatives. 

The Hindu, August 6. 

 

Man slits wife’s throat 

A day before a couple could celebrate their first 
wedding anniversary, the suspicious husband slit 
his wife’s throat and is absconding from his 
residence in Chikkamaranahalli, Bangalore. 

Deccan Herald, August 8. 

 

TEACHERS AGAINST RTE; Banning 
punishment, increased personal focus too 
much, teachers say; ‘It will leave us with no 
time’ 

Even as private schools, parents, NGOs, 
academicians and even political leaders are raising 
voice against the Right to Education Act, teachers 
too are not far behind. 

Several teachers complain that the Act – which 
stresses that teachers should maintain a 
cumulative record of every child and assess their 
performance periodically and should conduct 
remedial teaching for children who do not reach 
expected learning levels-would further burden 
them.  The Act restricted teachers from punishing 
children and also awarded a jail term of up to three 
years for violating it.  When this is the case, how 
do they maintain discipline?  A teacher in 
Bangalore said, “We are already overburdened with 
election and census duties.  We are not against he 
underprivileged getting quality education, the 
government should realize that even we have a 
personal life.  We cannot dedicate our entire life to 
our career.  Another teacher said, the Act would be 
a punishment for all the teachers.  The Act says 
that no child should be held back or expelled till 
Class VIII.  In such a case, it is very difficult for us 
to each students in Class IX and X. 

The New Indian Express, August 8. 

 

Police turned blind eye to the attach on Dalit 

Traditionally, most men in his community are 
married at his age.  But Sridhar (27) – a Dalit from 
Kodagu District, victim of a particularly savage 
upper case atrocity – has no marital plans. He 
would not be able to have children because of the 
beating received on July 5, 2009 when he was 
abducted from his home, taken to Bantwal in 
Dakshina Kannada Dist. Brutally beaten, stripped 
and paraded in public by Bajrang Dal activists.  
They suspected him of having abducted Anitha an 
upper caste girl who is the sister of a powerful 
Bajrang Dal leader from Bantwal.  However, it was 
later found that Anitha was actually murdered by 
serial killer Mohan Kumar. 

 

There was ample  physical proof of he attack when 
Sridhar first approached the Bantwal police with a 
complaint.  He was not able to walk without 
support.  He had bandages all over his body, 
recalls a Dalit activist who had accompanied him 
to the police station then and is continuing to fight 
for justice in the case.  To their shock, the 
attackers were already present at the police station 
when they reached there.  The Circle Inspector 
merely scolded them.  Commencing on the failure 
of the police to book the perpetrators, a senior 
police official in the district says the disappearance 
of Anitha was a extremely sensitive case.  The 
entire region was in state of foment and the police 
were under pressure from the government to solve 
the case.  They feared that booking Sridhar’s 
assailants would invite a backlash. 

The Hindu, August 8. 
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Petty theft, missing file: 14 –year-old ends up in 
jail for 8 years 

For the country’s judicial system it is just another 
dusty file, but for Akram Pash it is a tale of lost 
youth.  A juvenile crime, a poor mother and 
negligence on the part of the Chief Judicial 
Magistrate (CJM) of Tumkur led Pasha to spend 
eight years of his life behind bars for stealing a 
sports kit from a school.  Akram was booked under 
sections 454/457/380 of the IPC, which amount to 
theft and carry a maximum punishment of three 
years.  The CJM ordered Akram to be handed over 
to the juvenile remand home in Tumkur.  But, he 
was shifted to Balamandira, a juvenile home in 
Madiwala, Bangalore. 

 

The turning point in the case came when the state 
government, through its order in 2004, mandated 
that all juvenile cases be transferred to Bangalore 
since a central juvenile court was being set up in 
the city.  But Akram’s case wasn’t transferred.  It 
was a mistake on the part of the judiciary and the 
administrative system here, said a senior public 
prosecutor of the CJM court, Tumkur.  He said 
that due to negligence in sending the files the boy 
had to spend time in jail. 

 

Akram was transferred from Balamandira to 
Parappana Agrahara prison in 2006 after he 
turned 18.  There also the jail authorities didn’t 
present him before the juvenile court as is the 
protocol.  In 2007, during a jail break, Pasha 
escaped but to be caught with seven others.  Now 
an adult, he was sentenced to one-and-a-half 
years’ rigorous imprisonment.  The jail conviction 
period was over in February 2009 but for some 
strange reason, the Parappana Agrahara jail 
authorities did not release him. 

 

When this matter was brought to the notice of the 
State Human Rights Commission in March, 
commission member drafted a letter to the SP of 
Tumkur, which was referred to the local police 
station.  After the SHRC reported this matter, the 
courts swung into action.  Akram was 
subsequently released on bail in November 2009 
and his case was closed in June 2010 with a fine of 
Rs.500 for the crime committed in 2003.  Akram 
stayed with his mother for over a month, but is 
now missing. 

The New Indian Express, August 9. 

 

Woman poisons three children, kills self 

Poverty forced a 34-year-old woman from 
Bangalore to commit suicide by consuming 

sleeping pills.  Her three children, who were given a 
meal laced with sleeping pills by their mother, are 
in critical condition. 

The New Indian Express, August 9. 

 

Fighting hunger: role of media and judiciary 

 - S. Viswanathan  

Will the United Progressive Alliance Government 
take steps to put in place a universal public 
distribution system to provide food security to the 
people in a just and caring manner?  Although 
there seems to be no direct governmental effort in 
that direction so far, the National Advisory Council 
(NAC) headed by UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi 
has been projected by the media as a player 
interested in making PDS coverage more broad 
based and more inclusive, with a view to brining 
relief to larger sections of the people. 

 

The NAC has given importance not only to 
ensuring speedy relief to the affected poor but also 
to improving farm yields in terms of both quality 
and quantity so as to build sizeable buffer stocks.  
It has also highlighted the need to correct the 
system by putting an end to charges of large-scale 
corruption and inefficiency among the workforce.  
Another problem to be tackled is he shortage in 
high quality warehouse facilities. 

 

It has been reported that a universal PDS could be 
taken up for implementation in 1500 blocks spread 
over 150 poverty-ridden rural districts in Bihar, 
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Orissa, Assam, eastern 
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan.  
The choice of areas is apparently political.  The 
context is heightened extremist activities in several 
parts of the region.  More than 95 percent of the 
population in these areas is poor. 

 

In addition, the “poorest of the poor” who come 
under the Antyyodaya Anna Yojna (AAY) families, 
constituting 2.5 crore among the 6.5 crore BPL 
beneficiary families in India, have been chosen for 
receiving more benefits at prices much lower than 
what they pay now.  The people who are in the APL 
category in the identified districts are also entitled 
to 35 kg of wheat or rice, though at slightly higher 
prices. 

 

The affected people are being brought under PDS 
coverage, universal or targeted.  There seems to be 
some visible activity in this area.  Although the Left 
parties, eminent scientists such as professor M.S. 
Swaminathan, and ‘the right to food’ activists have 
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been pressing for the revival of Universal PDS, the 
reluctance of neo-liberal economists and 
bureaucrats, who played a role in the replacement 
of Universal PDS with Targeted PDS in the mid-
1990s, to violate “stop subsidies” rules is believed 
to be among the road blocks. 

 

Apex court expresses concern: One thing 
however is quite clear.  The central government will 
need to clarify its position in the highest court in 
the land soon enough.  A week ago, Division Bench 
of the Supreme Court expressed its serious 
concern over media reports that huge stocks of 
food grains were being wasted in the absence of 
adequate storage facilities.  Justices Dalveer 
Bhandari and Deepak Verma asked the 
government to consider releasing the food grains to 
deprived people rather than allowing it to rot.  They 
observed: “In a country where admittedly people 
are starving, it is a crime to waste even a single 
grain.”  The official statement of the government 
indicated that there was wastage of food grains at 
many places, the judges noted, adding that it 
might consider constructing adequate warehouses 
or food storage facilities on a long-term basis.  “On 
a short-term basis, they could also consider hiring 
warehouses or putting up waterproof tents to save 
the grain.  But all-out efforts must be made to 
ensure that not a single grain is wasted”. 

 

The judges were hearing a public interest litigation 
case on the right to food filed by People’s Union for 
Civil Liberties (PUCL).  The PUCL’s lawyer, Colin 
Gonsalves, had brought a report published in the 
Hindustan Times (“India lets grain rot instead of 
feeding poor”, HT, July 26, 2010) to the court’s 
attention.  Citing the news report, the judges 
commented that it was a crime to waste food in a 
poor country.  They told Additional Solicitor 
General Mohan Parasaran: “If you cannot store the 
grain, give it to the people to eat”. The Supreme 
Court Bench sought a response from the 
government to the newspaper investigation.  It also 
wanted the central government’s response to the 
judges’ suggestion on or before August 10 so that 
the Court could pass appropriate orders. 

 

Media vigil :  The press deserves appreciation for 
its expose of the government’s dismal failure to 
protect precious stocks of food grain procured from 
different places after spending a lot of money and 
time.  Quoting a highly placed source, the Delhi-
based daily revealed how 17.8 million tones of 
wheat and rice, which can feed 140 million people 
for a month, were allowed to rot.  Of this, about 10 
million tones, having seen through at least one 

monsoon, was at risk of rotting; if that happened, 
the country would incur a loss of about Rs.17,000 
crore.  Tracking Hunger is an HT and Mint 
initiative to investigate and report the struggle to 
rid India of hunger. 

 

Interestingly, some other English language dailies 
have followed up with insightful pieces.  The India 
news media have come some way since the second 
half of the 1990s, when most of them openly 
abandoned any claim of being the watchdog of the 
interests of India's poor.  The recent financial 
meltdown and recessionary crisis that very nearly 
detailed the economies of the developed world, 
large-scale unemployment, the collapse of 
livelihoods, and the sharp rises in the prices of 
essential commodities have profoundly 
transformed the context and triggered some 
elements of new thinking.  The hope is that at least 
some influential sections of India’s still-rising news 
media will now consciously and in a sustained way 
play the role of watchdog of the interests of the 
hundreds of millions of Indians who suffer from 
crippling deprivation and poverty. 

The Hindu, August 9. 

 

“Let not grains rot in godowns while millions 
cry for food” 

Food rights activists demand universalisation and 
decentralization of PDS:   A large number of food 
rights activists staged a protest outside the godown 
of the Food Corporation of India in Rourkela, 
Bhubaneswar, demanding equitable distribution of 
food grains and universalisation and 
decentralization of the public distribution system. 

 

Food Security Act:  On the National Food Security 
Act, the activists said it must have provisions of 
affirmative action for the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes as well as socially vulnerable 
groups and the urban poor. 

The Hindu, August 9. 

 

RTI Act not applicable to HPV vaccine project 

Information on the demonstration project and 
licensing of two vaccines( Gardasil and Cervarix ) 
to prevent cervical cancer has been exempted from 
public disclosure under Section 8 of the Right to 
Information Act 2005. 

The Hindu, August 9. 
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Dalits boycott food cooked by Brahmin 

In an apparent bid to counter upper caste 
students’ boycott of mid-day meals prepared by 
Dalit cooks, now children from the Dalit and 
backward caste community in Uttar Pradesh 
school have refused to eat meals prepared by 
upper caste cooks. 

Deccan Herald, August 9. 

 

Farmer kills daughter 

In an incident of honour killing, a farmer allegedly 
hacked his daughter to death when she attempted 
to run away with her lover Devarajan who belonged 
to another community in the Tirunelveli district of 
Tamil Nadu.   He then killed his wife who tried to 
intervene in the matter. 

Deccan Herald, August 9. 

 

Dalit schemes not implemented  

JD(S) leader in the BBMP Council, Bangalore said 
the Palike, under the administrator’s rule in the 
last three years did not implement the social 
welfare department’s schemes for dalits.  He also 
accused its officials of misappropriating grants for 
the scheme. 

The New Indian Express, August 11. 

 

Students punished with burning log 

Seven students of a government primary school in 
Warangal district, Hyderabad suffered burns after 
the headmistress of the school allegedly gave them 
corporal punishment using a burning firewood for 
making noise in the school premises. 

Deccan Herald, August 11. 

 

For a more humane view 

Chairman of the National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) and former Chief Justice of 
India K.G. Balakrishnan’s recent defense of the 
death penalty is bewildering.  His “deterrent effect” 
argument is starkly at odds with the near universal 
understanding that the fundamental right to life 
implies, among others, the abolition of the death 
sentence.  In the 1951 A.K. Gopalan case, the 
Supreme Court of India effectively allowed 
unlimited restrictions on the right to life and 
liberty, so long procedures prescribed by law were 
followed.  In the Maneka Gandhi case some three 
decades later, however, the court limited the scope 
to those procedures that were “right, just and fair,” 
not “arbitrary, fanciful and oppressive.”  
Significantly, in a 1985 ruling where execution by 

public hanging was declared unconstitutional, the 
court made the stinging observation that “a 
barbaric crime does not have to be met with a 
barbaric penalty.”  This is the sequence of 
illustrious verdicts that culminated in the apex 
court’s landmark judgment limiting the award of 
the death penalty to the “rarest of rare cases.”  To 
be sure, the letter and spirit of that ruling has 
largely informed judicial opinion and public debate 
on capital punishment ever since.  The Supreme 
Court has displayed sagacity and restraint in its 
appellate jurisdiction, even if the lower courts have 
tended to hand down the death penalty more 
readily.  Recall the initial verdict and the 
subsequent pronouncements in the Rajiv Gandhi 
assassination case. 

 

It should be fairly obvious to Justice Balakrishnan, 
more than to others, that his sanguine view on the 
legal safeguards for the death penalty is not borne 
out by facts on the ground.  The accused in serious 
offences are often unable to get proper 
representation during trials; investigative agencies 
often resort to torture to extract confessions; and 
the complex web of corruption coupled with the 
suppression of evidence does not offer the 
assurance that no innocent person would be 
convicted.  And, appealing to the higher judiciary is 
beyond the pale of the ordinary citizenry because of 
the huge cost.  The cost benefit analysis in terms of 
the “deterrent value” of capital sentence in the 
reduction of heinous crimes repudiates the very 
notion of punishment as a reformative process.  
The country’s premier body vested with the 
protection of human rights is expected to take a 
humane and sympathetic view to soften the law’s 
hard edges, and the right course for it would be to 
steer the public debate towards abolition. 

The Hindu, August 11 

 

Girl dies after ‘caning’ in N School, teacher held 

A 16-year-old girl studying in a private school died 
mysteriously hours after she was caned allegedly 
by one of her teachers in the hill town of southern 
Tamil Nadu. 

The Times of India, August 11. 

 

10 injured in acid attack on ladies 
compartment 

Ten women were injured, two of them seriously, 
when unidentified miscreants hurled acid at the 
right side of the ladies compartment of a suburban 
train in Kolkata. 

The New Indian Express, August 12. 
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 RTI users implicated in false cases 

Ask any officer in Bihar who he fears the most.  
Chances are, he will say, Parveen Amanullah, the 
RTI activist. 

 

Parveen’s mission in life is to help the needy.  The 
intrepid social worker cum RTI activist has helped 
scores of people get justice.  Her sole weapon – RTI 
Act, which she uses to the hilt to expose 
corruption, injustice and non-governance.  Very 
few people know how to use it.  And those who 
tried to use RTI to expose maladministration were 
falsely implicated by corrupt bureaucrats.  Mr. 
Chandradeep Singh, an upright ex-army man, 
who, under RTI, sought details of his son and 
daughter’s murder from the police.  The retired 
serviceman was eventually charged with 
attempting to rape a woman and sent to jail.  After 
we intervened, he was set free. 

Deccan Herald, August 15. 

 

Journey of many controversies & few successes 

Right to information law came into force in June 
2005, empowering the common people to 
participate in the governance of the nation.  But 
use of the law, aimed at making governance 
transparent and accountable, has not curbed 
corruption in any big way. 

 

“Democracy requires an informed citizenry and 
transparency of information which are vital to its 
functioning and also to contain corruption and to 
hold Governments and their instrumentalities 
accountable to the governed” enjoins the Right to 
Information Act passed by parliament. 

 

RTI has been recognized as a fundamental right by 
the judiciary.  The S.C. in a ruling in 1974 – State 
of UP versus Raj Narain – recognized the ‘right to 
know’ as a right inherent in the fundamental right 
to freedom of speech and expression guaranteed 
under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution. 

 

Notwithstanding constitutional sanction and being 
enforceable in the court of law, it has faced 
numerable hurdles from a section of bureaucracy 
and judiciary, a few politicians and corrupt 
officials. 

 

It is heartening to note that common people, 
activists and whistleblowers use the RTI weapon to 
expose corruption in National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Act programmes in rural areas or 
forcing the Judges of S.C. and High Courts to 
declare their assets. 

 

But recent attacks on RTI activists all over the 
country have exposed the dangerous aspect of the 
transparency law.  In the beginning, citizens faced 
problems in obtaining information from 
government departments at the Centre and in the 
states. 

 

The recent murders of RTI activists forced the 
lawmakers to draft a legislation to protect activist’s 
lives.  The Bill provides for penalty of up to three 
years jail and fine of up to Rs.50,000/-.  The S.C. 
ordering protection to Azam Siddiqui, an officer in 
BSNL, from official action against him got further 
boost for RTI activists. 

Deccan Herald, August 15. 

 

Sex workers’ children too have the right to 
study 

 A sex worker in Bangalore could not get her 
daughter admitted to a school at first, because of 
her profession.  The Right to Education Act’s stress 
on inclusive education seeks to change this biased 
treatment hitherto, meted out to children of sex 
workers and people living with HIV. 

The New Indian Express, August 15. 

 

22-yr-old gang raped 

A 22 year old girl was allegedly abducted and gang-
raped by five persons in Nagpur. 

Deccan Herald, August 16. 

 

Woman gets daughter studying in class VII 
married 

Anganwadi activist who had fled along with her 
underage daughter, marriage was being solemnized 
recently after officials of the Women and Child 
Development Department raided the temple to 
prevent child marriage, conducted the wedding 
with the same boy at Bijapur. 

The New Indian Express, August 16. 

 

‘SC/ST Act being misused’ 

Though meant for the oppressed section of society, 
the Act is often used to settle personal scores 
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Law cannot be the ‘absolute property of a few’, a 
Delhi court has said while expressing concern over 
growing misuse of the SC/ST Act, 1989, meant for 
the oppressed section of the society. 

 

The authorities should ensure that the legislation 
is used only to eliminate the exploitation of he 
marginalized members of the SC/STs.  Law cannot 
be the absolute property of a few and this court 
can only hope and appeal that the provisions of 
this special legislation are not abused by a few so 
as to ensure that its benefit is able to actually 
reach the exploited sections of the society. 

The New Indian Express, August 16. 

 

Dalit woman paraded naked 

A Dalit woman was allegedly paraded naked and 
made her to go around the village by her 
neighbours, who belong to an influential family in 
Batala, Punjab. 

The New Indian Express, August 17. 

 

‘State plan on child labour belies promise of 
RTE’ 

Karnataka’s latest draft action plan on child labour 
sets 2017 as the deadline to eliminate child labour 
in hazardous sectors, and 2020 for its complete 
abolition.  On the other hand, the Right to Free 
and Compulsory Education Act, 2010, makes 
access to education a fundamental right from April 
1 and places the obligation of enrolment of every 
child in school on the Government.  Several child 
rights activists see a contradiction in the intent of 
the State’s action plan that has given itself a 
generous deadline and the Central Act that 
promises immediate action.  They argue that the 
Karnataka Government cannot claim time till the 
end of the decade to eliminate child labour since 
denial of access to education amounts to violation 
of a fundamental right in the light of the RTE. 

The Hindu, August 17. 

 

Soldier ‘kills’ wife for dowry 

An army soldier allegedly  killed his wife in 
Viswanathapuram village of Srikakulam as she 
refused to bring additional dowry from her parents. 

The Hindu, August 18. 

 

Cops fire in air to quell violence 

Police fired several round in the air to quell 
violence after six dalit houses wee attacked and 

ransacked at Jantagondanahalli in Anekal taluk, 
Bangalore. 

Deccan Herald, August 18 

 

Parents sacrifice 4-yr-old girl to become rich 

Lust for wealth drove a poverty-stricken couple to 
sacrifice their own four year-old daughter at a 
village in Uttar Pradesh’s backward Sitapur 
district. 

Deccan Herald, August 19. 

 

Student caned by headmaster, hospitalized 

A class VII student was seriously injured and had 
to be hospitalized after being allegedly caned by the 
headmaster of the school in Assam’s Kamrup rural 
district. 

The New Indian Express, August 20. 

 

Man kills daughter, lover in Punjab 

In an apparent case of honour killing in a Punjab 
village, a man enraged on seeing his daughter with 
her boyfriend, shot dead both the girl and boy. 

Deccan Herald, August 20 

 

Woman in Kerala sells child for Rs.5000.00 

The police arrested a woman who sold her newborn 
child through a broker at a leading government  
hospital in Trivandrum for a sum of Rs.5000/- and 
later came back to claim it. 

Deccan Herald, August 20 

 

Sex racket at Rehab? 

The opposition in the BBMP Council said there 
were rumours of women being sexually exploited 
by the staff at the beggars’ rehabilitation centre at 
Bangalore. 

The New Indian Express, August 21 

 

Two-yr-old thrown out of running train, dies 

A two-year-old girl died after she was allegedly 
thrown out of a running train in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Lalitpur district by four men following an argument 
over seat-sharing with the girl’s parents. 

The New Indian Express, August 21 
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Minors get into wedlock 

As many as 49 young couples on Friday missed the 
chance to get married at the mass marriage 
programme, citing they had not attained the age 
permissible to get married. 

Deccan Herald, August 21. 

 

7-yr-old loses sight after being beaten by 
teacher 

An instance of corporal punishment resulting in 
serious injuries, a Class I student lost vision in her 
left eye after a teacher allegedly thrashed her for 
not doing her homework in Jaipur. 

Deccan Herald, August 21. 

 

4 children die after vaccination 

Kids administered vaccine at UP govt. health 
camps. Four children died and one fell seriously ill 
allegedly after being vaccinated against measles at 
the state health department’s immunization camps 
at Mohalal Ganj area in Lucknow. 

Deccan Herald, August 22. 

 

Principal booked for hitting Class 1 student 

The principal of Brightland Public School at 
Govindpuram, Ghaziabad was booked for allegedly 
hitting a five year old Class I student resulting in 
head injuries to the child. 

The New Indian Express, August 22. 

 

Now, equal rights for men, women over 
adoption 

Taking a major step forward towards making laws 
gender neutral, Parliament passed three historic 
amendments giving equal rights to women over 
guardianship and adoption of children. 

The New Indian Express, August 22. 

 

Assaulter punished with acid 

A woman threw acid on a man who allegedly tried 
to rape her at Dhantala in Nadia District, West 
Bengal to escape from his attempt. 

Deccan Herald, August 23 

 

‘Witch’ pushed on funeral pyre 

An elderly woman suffered burn injuries when she 
was allegedly pushed on a funeral pyre in Pakur’s 
Hiranpur Block after villagers branded her as a 
“witch’. 

Deccan Herald. August 23. 

Man kills son for not begging 

A man killed his 11-year-old son and buried him in 
his house after the boy refused to join his father as 
a beggar in Raipur. 

Deccan Herald, August 24. 

 

Denial of justice in Kandhamal 

Justice remains a far cry for the victims of 
Kandhamal, though two years have passed since 
the attack began in this backward district in 
Orissa.  Thousand of them, who were displaced 
from their ancestral homes, continue to live in 
relief camps.  There is no precise data of how many 
dozens of people were killed and how many 
thousands lost their houses.  The district 
administration, which proved its thorough 
incompetence in dealing with the riotous mobs 
which went about systematically targeting a 
minority community for weeks together, continues 
to be headed by the same discredited official. 

 

Some of the victims could return to their villages 
only when they surrendered to the forces that 
engineered violence and underwent what is 
euphemistically called the “process of 
homecoming’.  The condition of the relief camps is 
such that anybody with any sense of human 
dignity can never reconcile herself to it.  Yet, 
thousands live in those camps because they have 
no other place to go.  Recently two girls from 
Kandhmal were rescued from a gang of human 
traffickers in Delhi.  Prostitution racketeers have 
been scouting in the district with false promises to 
the girls and their parents.  Come to think of it, the 
victims of Kandhamal were among the most 
prosperous tribal and Scheduled Caste 
communities in Orissa, until they were pushed into 
a state of penury by forces which had kept them 
under subjugation for centuries to extract cheap 
labour. 

 

Beyond paying paltry compensation with which the 
victims cannot rebuild their lives, the Orissa 
government has done precious little for their 
welfare.  What’s worse, even the opposition 
Congress is not prepared to take up their cause.  
Nor is the central government bothered about 
them.  A fast rack court, which is supposed to hear 
the cases expeditiously has been on the job.  But 
the victims and witnesses are unable to give 
evidence without fear.  The premises of the court 
are filled with people whose ideological brethren 
were the ones who led the pogrom from the front.  
They use their strength and clout to threaten the 
witnesses with dire consequences.  Even in major 
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cases of murder; rape, arson and loot, the accused 
are able to get bail and use the freedom to 
intimidate the witnesses.  There are hundreds of 
cases in which even a first information report has 
not yet been prepared.  All this is tantamount to 
denial of justice. 

The New Indian Express, August 24. 

 

Woman kills kids, commits suicide 

A woman in Uttar Pradesh’s Varanasi District 
killed her two small sons before committing suicide 
allegedly over a marital dispute. 

The New Indian Express, August 25. 

 

NGOs worry about human trafficking during CW 
Games 

The Commonwealth Games are coming to Delhi, 
the organization Apne Aap Women Worldwide 
wants action to prevent the CWG being turned into 
a major opportunity for human traffickers, pimps 
and brothel owners.  According to this 
organization, based on visits to brothels, reports in 
the media and revelations from a number of NGOs, 
hundreds of girls are being kidnapped from all over 
India and are being prepared for the CWG in 
Rajasthan with oxytocin injections to make them 
more voluptuous for prostitution. 

Deccan Herald, August 25 

 

HC raps state for non-implementation of 
Domestic Violence Act 

Court wants government to appoint women 
protection officers; seeks details of cases filed 
under domestic violence law. The Karnataka High 
Court expressed its displeasure with the state 
government for not appointing women protection 
officers under the Domestic Violence Act, 2006. 

The New Indian Express, August 27. 

 

New law for welfare of disabled on anvil 

An experts panel has been constituted to draft a 
new legislation The Centre would soon bring a new 
legislation to protect the rights of the persons with 
disabilities in the spirit of the UN Conventions.  
The Union Minister for Social Justice and 
Empowerment Mukhul Wasnik said that an expert 
committee has been constituted to go into the 
entire issue and submit a draft legislation which 
will be a new legislation for persons with disability 
by the December-end. 

The New Indian Express, August 27 

Maid returns from Saudi with 24 nails inside 
body 

A Sri Lankan housemaid with 24 nails embedded 
in her body after allegedly being tortured by her 
employer in Saudi Arabia, inflicted the injuries on 
her as punishment. 

The New Indian Express, August 27 

 

Man hires goons to kill daughter in Tamil Nadu 

Pride and prejudice: Honour killing executed with 
lethal injection. An 18-year-old girl’s life was 
snuffed out in a barbaric way in Madurai after her 
father hired goons to finish her off with a lethal 
dose of a ‘poisonous injection’, ostensibly to 
“protect their family honour”. 

Deccan Herald, August 27 

 

Teacher beats boy in the eyes 

In yet another incident  of corporal punishment, 
Tejas, a third standard student of St. Thomas 
English Convent, Mandya has suffered bruises in 
the eyes as his teacher allegedly punished him 

Deccan Herald, August 28 

 

Unable to feed 14 mouths, man offers baby for 
Rs.500/- 

Kumar, a migrant labourer from Nagari village in 
Andhra Pradesh’s Chittoor district working in a 
brick kiln wanted to sell his 9 months old male 
baby to feed his family of 14. 

The New Indian Express, August 28 

 

Dowry case after woman kills self 

A newly-wed woman committed suicide at her 
residence in Rajajinagar allegedly due to dowry 
harassment. 

The New Indian Express, August 28 

 

Police assault Dalits in Kulai 

A relative of the victims eloped with a ‘caste’ Hindu 
girl from Bangalore. A joint investigation team 
comprising officers from Bangalore and Mangalore 
City Commissionerate’s Surathkal police station 
allegedly assaulted two teenaged Dalits at Kulai 
village in Mangalore. 

The Hindu, August 28 
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Atrocities: top officials debunk reports 

It was stated that 26 families fled Budihalli in 
Chitradurga district because of harassment from 
people belonging to other communities. 

The Hindu, August 28. 

 

HIV/AIDS test ‘forced’ on NGO workers 

Two Bangalore based non-government 
organizations, Suraksha and Sadhane, have been 
accused of forcing HIV/AIDS tests on their staff 
members. Both the NGOs work for the rights of sex 
workers and sexual minorities. 

The New Indian Express, August 30 

 

10 lakh cases of female foeticide in India 

The problem of female foeticide has assumed 
alarming proportions and the state Home 
Department should be more sensitive to the issue, 
Maharashtra Home Minister R R Patil has said. 
Every year, 10 lakh female foeticides take place in 
the country with the help of gender determination 
tests. 

The New Indian Express, August 30 

 

RTI activist who exposed corruption found dead 

A Right to Information activist who was in the 
forefront in exposing corruption in PDS, food grain 
and fuel distribution in the Marathwada region has 
been found dead in Nanded, Mumbai.  The 
circumstances behind how 43 year old Ramdas 
Ghadegavkar, a local Shiv Sena leader, died is 
shrouded in mystery.   Ramdas, who used the RTI 
Act, adds another name in the victim list of 
whistleblowers in the country. 

The New Indian Express, August 30 

 

Man kills daughter for marrying cousin 

An ex-Army man killed his 20 year old daughter for 
marrying her cousin.  The honour killing would 
have remained unreported had the police not 
recovered a defaced and decomposed body. 

Deccan Herald, August 30. 

 

Pregnant woman set on fire over conversion  

A man set fire to his wife, who was nine months 
pregnant in Bangalore.  Her husband set her 
ablaze after altercation over converting religion. 

The New Indian Express, August 31. 

 

A law observed more in breach  

Despite the ban on manual scavenging and 
frequent interventions by the Karnataka Human 
Rights Commission for proper rehabilitation, 
hundreds of Dalits are made to carry the night soil 
to earn their livelihood in and around Kolar Gold 
Fields. 

The Hindu, August 31. 

 

 

 


