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Significant rise in literacy levelSignificant rise in literacy levelSignificant rise in literacy levelSignificant rise in literacy level    

The provisional data of the 2011 census 

released at New Delhi on 31st March gave 

the country good tidings on the literacy 

front, as the literacy level has increased 

by 9.21 percentage points in the past 

decade to touch 74.04 percent. 

 

Significantly, the female literacy level saw 

a significant jump as compared to males.  

The female literacy in 2001 was 53.67 per 

cent and it has gone up to 65.46 per cent 

in 2011.  The male literacy, in 

comparison, rose from 75.26 to 82.14 per 

cent. 

 

Kerala, with 93.91 per cent, continues to 

occupy the top position among States as 

far as literacy is concerned, while 

Mizoram’s Serchhip district (98.76 %) and 

Aizawal (98.50%) recorded the highest 

literacy rates among districts.  Madhya 

Pradesh’s Alirajpur district has the lowest 

literacy rate of 37.22 % as also the naxalite

-affected Chhattisgarh’s Bijapur district, 

where the literacy rate is 41.58%. 

 

Lakshadweep followed Kerala with a 

literacy level of 92.28%, while Bihar 

remained at the bottom of the ladder at 

63.82%, followed by Arunachal Pradesh 

at 66.95%.  Ten States and Union 

Territories, including Kerala, 

Lakshadweep, Mizoram, Tripura, Goa, 

Daman and Diu, Puducherry, Chandigarh, 

NCT of Delhi and Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands achieved a literacy rate of above 

85%, which met the Planning 

Commission’s target set to be achieved by 

2011-12. The gap of 21.59% points 

recorded between male and female 

literacy rates in 2001 census has reduced 

to 16.68 percentage points in 2011. 

 

The Planning Commission is targeting a 

reduction of this gap to 10% points by 

2011-12. A significant milestone reached 

in the number of illiterate persons by 

31,196,847.  Of the total decrease in the 

number f illiterates, women comprise 

17,122,197 and men, 14,074,650.  It was 

also encouraging to note that out of a total 

of 217,700,941 literates added during the 

decade, females outnumbered males by 

110,069001 to 107,631,940. 

The Hindu, April 1, 2011 

 

At 914, child sex ratio is the lowest At 914, child sex ratio is the lowest At 914, child sex ratio is the lowest At 914, child sex ratio is the lowest 

since Independence since Independence since Independence since Independence     

Minister Krishna Tirath stresses the need Minister Krishna Tirath stresses the need Minister Krishna Tirath stresses the need Minister Krishna Tirath stresses the need 

for proper implementation of women and for proper implementation of women and for proper implementation of women and for proper implementation of women and 

child development schemes child development schemes child development schemes child development schemes     

The lowest-ever child sex ratio of 914 

overshadowed an increase in the overall 

sex ratio, which is now 940 – the highest 

nationwide since Census 1971 and a shade 
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lower than 1961 – as it reflects a continued preference 

for a male child. As per the provisional data of Census 

2011 released at New Delhi on 31st, March, while the 

overall sex ratio had gone up by seven points to touch 

940, against 933 in Census 2001, the child sex ratio 

plummeted to 914 from 927. 

 

Sex ratio is the number of women against 1000 men, 

while child sex ratio is the number of girls against 1000 

boys in the age group of 0-6. 

 

Minister of State for Women and Child Development 

Krishna Tirath was happy that the overall sex ratio had 

increased, but expressed concern at the decline in the 

child sex ratio. 

 

Ms. Tirath said she would take up the issue with the 

‘problem’ States and stressed the need for proper 

implementation of women and child development 

schemes. 

 

The increasing child sex ratio that came as a shocker in 

the latest census figures shows 914 girls, and this is the 

lowest ever since Independence, slipping from 927 in 

2001. 

 

The increasing trend has been seen in Punjab, 

Haryana, Himacal Pradesh, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, 

Mizoram and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, while 

in all the remaining 27 States and Union Territories, 

the ratio has shown a decline. 

 

It was the highest in Mizoram at 971, closely followed 

by Meghalaya (970), while at the rock bottom was 

Haryana with 830 and Punjab with 846. 

 

At the district level, Lahul and Spiti in Himachal 

Pradesh had the highest sex ratio in the age group of 0-

6 at 1013, while in Twang (Arunachal Pradesh), it was 

1005.  It was shamefully low in Jhajjar and 

Mahendragarh (Haryana) at 774 and 778. 

 

The census figures indicate an increase in sex ratio in 

29 States and Union territories, with women out 

numbering men in Kerala. 

 

There were, 1084 women against 1000 men in Kerala, 

followed by Puducherry where the figure was 1038. 

 

Daman and Diu has a sex ratio of 618, next only t 

Dadra and Nagar Havli at 775.  Among the districts, 

Mahe (Puducherry) has the highest sex ratio of 1176, 

followed by Almora in Uttarakhand, where it is 1142.  

In Damm, it is the lowest at 533, and in Leh of Ladakh, 

it is 583. 

 

The three major States of Jammu and Kashmir, Bihar 

and Gujarat have shown a decline in the sex ratio 

compared with the figures of Census 2001, while 29 

States and Union Territories have shown an increase. 

The Hindu, April 1, 2011 

 

Protecting childrenProtecting childrenProtecting childrenProtecting children    

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Bill, 

which has been introduced in the Rajya Sabha, fills a 

gap in the country’s legal system and addresses a major 

problem which calls for serious attention.  The bill, 

when passed, will become a comprehensive law to deal 

with sexual offences against children.  At present there 

is no specific law in this respect.  All sexual offences 

against children are subsumed under crimes like rape 

and sodomy or outraging the modesty of victims.  The 

specific proposed law focuses on a range of crimes that 

they are subjected to.  This should provide a more 

effective legal deterrent against such crimes and a 

better and speedier system for punishing the offenders. 

 

The bill provides for new categories of sexual offences 

against children which are not covered by present 

laws.  It seeks to protect them against penetrative 

sexual assault, sexual harassment, pornography, etc 

and provides for special courts for speedy trial and 

punishment of offenders.  Sexual assault on children 

will be treated as an aggravated offence when it is 

committed by a person in a position of trust and 
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authority like an elder relative, public servant, 

members of security forces or staff of public 

institutions like schools or children’s homes.  

Punishment can vary from a minimum of three years 

to up to 10 years imprisonment or even life term.  

Sexual assault can also include fondling of a child in an 

inappropriate way and it can invite a jail term of three 

years.  The setting up of special courts, appointment of 

special prosecutors and holding trials in a child-

friendly environment will ensure speedier justice. 

 

Sexual crimes against children have been increasing in 

the country and according to the National Crime 

Records Bureau statistics they increased from 2265 in 

2001 to 5769 in 2008.  The actual numbers must be 

many times more as a large number gets unreported.  

In a large number of cases the culprits are persons 

known to the child and who wield some authority on 

them.  Such abuse inflicts serious damage n the minds 

of growing children.  Enactment of the law is not 

enough.  It should be enforced strictly.  It is also 

important create wide awareness of its provisions. 

Deccan Herald, April 1, 2011 

 

CRYing foul over RTE loopholesCRYing foul over RTE loopholesCRYing foul over RTE loopholesCRYing foul over RTE loopholes    

Many children in India still cannot go to school, 

simply because there is not one to go to.  It is just one 

of the observations made by the Child Relief and You 

(CRY) at the completion of one year of the existence of 

the Right to Education (RTE) Act. 

 

According to a CRY estimate, 17282 places in India do 

not have a primary school within one kilometer of the 

habitation.  In India, 148696 government schools are 

without a building, 165742 without drinking water, 

and 455561 without toilets.  The report adds that 

114531 primary schools are functioning with only one 

teacher each. 

 

“The Act says that local self-governments should be 

empowered to play a role in governing education, 

which is ignored by all but two states in the State 

Rules for the RTE Act.  Also, the states and the Centre 

continue to disagree on fund allocations towards 

school (elementary) education, “Regina Thomas, 

Regional Director, CRY, lamented. 

 

Discouraging but not hopelessDiscouraging but not hopelessDiscouraging but not hopelessDiscouraging but not hopeless: -  The child rights 

group denies that a big portion of the education 

allocations is earmarked for the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 

(SSA), which the government perceives to be the main 

vehicle to implement the RTE Act. 

 

The analysis of CRY points that the government 

allocation to the SSA has increased by only 10.53%, 

most of which comes from the 2% education cess on 

central taxes. 

 

“Insufficient budget is an issue that needs to be 

addressed.  So, the one-year on report card is 

discouraging, but not hopeless,” a CRY source said. 

The slow movement would not lead to any major shifts 

in India’s public education system is CRY’s contention. 

 

The gross enrolment ratio (GER), according to the 

CRY, does not take into account the numbers of those 

who actually attend school and those who drop out. 

 

“Government schools lose 25% of their students by 

Class V, an almost a half of it (46%) by Class VIII.  As 

many as 8043889 children in the age group of 6-14 

years fall into the “never enrolled’ category, and are 

out of school,” it has observed. 

 

Only 9 SCPCRsOnly 9 SCPCRsOnly 9 SCPCRsOnly 9 SCPCRs: Notwithstanding the RTE Act 

mandating the State Commission for Protection of 

Child Rights (SCPCR) – constituted by the 

Departments of Women and Child Development at the 

state level – to be responsible for monitoring the 

implementation of it, only nine states have SCPCRs 

and two in absence of SCPCR, have constituted Right 

to Education Protection Authority, thus leaving 16 

states out of 27 without an authority to monitor 

implementation of the RTE Act. 

The New Indian Express, April 3, 2011 
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Suicide rate soaring in State: ReportSuicide rate soaring in State: ReportSuicide rate soaring in State: ReportSuicide rate soaring in State: Report    

Highest number of fireHighest number of fireHighest number of fireHighest number of fire----related deaths was reported related deaths was reported related deaths was reported related deaths was reported 

among women.among women.among women.among women.    

India has seen a threeIndia has seen a threeIndia has seen a threeIndia has seen a three----fold increase in the number f fold increase in the number f fold increase in the number f fold increase in the number f 

suicides since 1980 with Karnataka earning the suicides since 1980 with Karnataka earning the suicides since 1980 with Karnataka earning the suicides since 1980 with Karnataka earning the 

dubious distinction of being among the top five states dubious distinction of being among the top five states dubious distinction of being among the top five states dubious distinction of being among the top five states 

contributing to over half of the unnatural deaths in the contributing to over half of the unnatural deaths in the contributing to over half of the unnatural deaths in the contributing to over half of the unnatural deaths in the 

countrycountrycountrycountry. 

 

The painful reality was revealed in a report titled 

“Injury and Violence in India: Facts and Figures,” 

released recently by the Department of Epidemiology, 

Nimhans, along with the World Health Organisation 

(WHO). 

 

From 40000 people ending their lives three decades 

ago, the figure had reached 1.22 lakh in 2009.  The 

national average was 110 per million populations, 

according to the report. 

 

The other states with a high suicide rate are West 

Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and 

Maharashtra. 

 

In fact, the alarming rise in people committing suicide 

has been observed not just in major cities, but also in 

the upcoming Tier II cities and rural areas. 

 

The report pointed out that Tiruppur district in Tamil 

Nadu, with a population of 1.2 million, had a suicide 

rate of 32 per lakh people, which was close to 

Bangalore’s 39 per lakh people. 

 

The 2009 records show Sikkim taking the lead, 

followed by Kerala, Chhattisgarh, Tamil Nadu and 

Karnataka.  The states with less suicide are Manipur, 

Bihar and Nagaland. Even the editorial in the latest 

“Indian Journal of Psychological Medicine – Suicide 

Incidence and Epidemiology quotes the WHO as 

saying that out of the four lakh people who attempted 

suicides in 2008, about 40% were in Japan, China and 

India. 

 

Experts believe 60 per cent of the suicides could have 

been prevented with proper intervention, the author 

said. 

 

While suicides have been reported across all ages and 

sex, more women aged between 15 and 34 resorted to 

suicide, especially by consuming poison and setting 

themselves afire.  Although the highest number of fire

-related deaths was among women, many cases went 

unregistered or unreported. 

 

In order to deter people from ending their lives, the 

report has recommended that those with suicidal 

tendencies should be given early support. 

 

It was necessary to detect such tendencies early and 

treat those with mental health problems like 

depression, anxiety, mood disorders, alcohol problem 

and drug use, the report said. 

 

Life-skill education for youngsters and family and 

community support would also help in preventing 

people from taking their lives. Setting up poison 

treatment centers and crisis management help lines 

will go a long way in reducing suicides, the report said. 

Deccan Herald, April 3, 2011 

 

Tribes and tribulations: Children of forest are Tribes and tribulations: Children of forest are Tribes and tribulations: Children of forest are Tribes and tribulations: Children of forest are 

now orphansnow orphansnow orphansnow orphans    

Iruligas, original inhabitants of the Savanadurga forest 

in the Magadi taluk are on the verge of extinction as a 

community. Denied entry into the forest by the Forest 

officers, the Iruligas have been driven into the lap of 

modernity without the benefit of any of the basic 

necessities such as drinking water, housing, schools or 

anganwadis for their children. 

 

The jungles of Savanadurga, now a wildlife sanctuary, 

has been home for millennia to forest dwelling 

communities such as Iruliga, Soliga, Shillekyatha, 

Kadugolla and others.  Amid the thickly wooded hills 
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of the forest, the communities have been living as they 

have done for centuries, retaining their traditions and 

culture. Lack of political clout has meant complete lack 

of amenities for these communities. 

 

Jodugatte, a hamlet of Iruligas is located on the road 

from Magadi to Ramanagara.  In the foothills of 

Jenugudda does the Iruliga colony comprise 55 huts.  A 

tube well sunk years ago does not yield water anymore 

as the pump has not been working as long as one can 

remember. There are no toilets in the colony, and the 

families are too scared to use the land outside their 

colony for defecation for fear of rousing the wrath of 

owners of land adjacent to the colony. 

 

Women have it the worst, and have to relieve 

themselves either before dawn or after dusk. We live 

in fear, insecurity and utter poverty.  Now that 

Indiramma (Indira Gandhi) is dead, there is none to 

bother about us, says Muniyamma, now in her 

seventies, wiping tears off her leathery face. 

 

The colony has been allocated a residential school, but 

till now, it remains a mirage.  The Social Welfare 

Department officers dismiss pleas of parents with the 

excuse that there is no land to locate the school. 

 

“Can’t blame anyone,  we are cursed”, says an Iruliga 

elder.  That lack of hope is born out of defeated efforts 

to secure their basic rights.  When they tried to build 

houses on a small plot of land in the forest, officers 

virtually hounded them out, and filed criminal cases 

against them. 

 

“We, who have protected forests for thousands of 

years, are now hunted like wild animals.  But every 

day, huge trees being cut down on the sly and 

smuggled out.  But we are punished if we enter the 

forest to collect non-timber forest produce, such as 

dried wood for fuel or fruits.  The forest officers have 

decided to drive us out, so that such activities can 

continue unhindered,” says an Iruliga. 

Deccan Herald, April 4, 2011 

18 children rescued from illegal orphanage18 children rescued from illegal orphanage18 children rescued from illegal orphanage18 children rescued from illegal orphanage    

District Child Welfare Committee (CWC) ordered the 

shifting of 18 girl children from an orphanage centre at 

Bejai-Anegundi (Mangalore) following an exposure 

about the orphanage centre being run without any 

recognition from the government. 

The shocking truth that the orphanage “Ashraya’ run 

by Opposition leader in Mangalore City Corporation 

Lancelot Pinto for seven years without any recognition 

from the Women and Child Welfare Department came 

to light when Bajrang Dal activists prevented 

trafficking of eight children from the centre. 

The New Indian Express, April 7, 2011 

 

Minor girl files case against parentsMinor girl files case against parentsMinor girl files case against parentsMinor girl files case against parents    

A gutsy 14-year-old girl from Bangalore has set a 

precedent of sorts by filing a complaint against her 

parents as well as in-laws for getting her married to a 

35-year-old married man against her wishes.  The girl, 

a high school dropout, refused to stay with her 

husband after the wedding and tried to get back to her 

mother and other relatives, only to be rebuffed. 

She reportedly spent seven nights on various footpaths 

in Bank Colony and Srinivasanagar till help came from 

former State Women’s Commission chairperson 

Prameela Nesargi, Kannada Activist P. Naveen and 

others.  With their help, she met Girinagar police 

officials at the station and filed a case against her 

family. 

The Hindu, April 7, 2011 

Seven SC families face social boycottSeven SC families face social boycottSeven SC families face social boycottSeven SC families face social boycott    

Seven families of the Scheduled Caste (Madiga) in 

Keragodu village in Arkalgud taluk have allegedly 

been socially boycotted by the Lingayat community 

people who form a majority in the village.  Refusal to 

continue with the traditional profession of their 

community has proved costly for them.  Their 

ancestors used to dispose of dead animals, clean village 

streets, dig graves and beat drums during festivals, 

which the seven families have refused to do and are 

now facing the wrath of the people of the upper castes 

in the village. 

The Hindu, April 9, 2011 
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Continuing missing of kids sounds alarm bell in Continuing missing of kids sounds alarm bell in Continuing missing of kids sounds alarm bell in Continuing missing of kids sounds alarm bell in 

Delhi Delhi Delhi Delhi     

Though a number of young children go missing from 

the political capital of India, no action seems to have 

been initiated by the police. 

 

Though the National Human Rights Commission and 

the Delhi High Court did deal with a couple of cases of 

the missing children and issued standing instructions 

to the police force and directed the police to maintain 

a Missing Persons Desk in each police station, not 

much headway seems to have been made on this front. 

 

In the year 2009, the NHRC issued notice to the Delhi 

Police Commissioner asking him to furnish a report as 

to what action the Police Department had taken to 

trace or recover the missing children in the capital. 

 

The action of the NHRC came on a petition filed by 

the Supreme Court advocate Radhakanta Tripathy 

alleging that six kids go missing everyday from the 

capital. It is a clear signal indicating a repeat of the 

bizarre Nithari Killings, Tripathy pointed out.  The 

police and other social justice officials have miserably 

failed in tracing the children and there was no pattern 

of disappearance. 

 

Just to substantiate the claim, an example of 22 slum 

kids going missing from Sanjay Amar Colony in East 

Delhi was cited in the petition.  It was also emphasized 

that in most of the cases, the parents of the missing 

children cannot lodge an FIR because of the police 

indifference. 

 

The petitioner requested the NHRC to direct the 

police to trace the missing children and unite them 

with their grieving parents. To the notice of the 

NHRC, the DCP (Vigilance) Delhi replied saying that 

to curb the menace of the missing children, the Police 

Department had issued a standing order staying that in 

the case of each of the missing children an FIR should 

be promptly registered by the police. 

 

He also informed the NHRC that a door-to-door 

survey has been ordered to find out the cases of 

missing children in the years 2006 to 2008.  A 

computerized application has also been prepared to 

enable the parents of the missing children to lodge a 

complaint easily and effortlessly, he indicated. 

Incidentally, the mater is also being monitored by the 

Delhi High Court. 

The New Indian Express, April 11, 2011 

 

Crusade against corruptionCrusade against corruptionCrusade against corruptionCrusade against corruption    

The feeling that representative democracy has failed to The feeling that representative democracy has failed to The feeling that representative democracy has failed to The feeling that representative democracy has failed to 

deliver and government only wakes up after an deliver and government only wakes up after an deliver and government only wakes up after an deliver and government only wakes up after an 

agitation is a perfect recipe for chaos.  Only the ruling agitation is a perfect recipe for chaos.  Only the ruling agitation is a perfect recipe for chaos.  Only the ruling agitation is a perfect recipe for chaos.  Only the ruling 

class is to be blamedclass is to be blamedclass is to be blamedclass is to be blamed    

By Firdous Syed 

    

Finally after a lot of haggling, government under 

tremendous public pressure had to bite the dust and 

accept all the demands put forward by veteran social 

activist Anna Hazare.  A few of the UPA’s apologists 

even had the gall to describe Anna Hazare’s fast unto 

death as a tactic of ‘blackmail’.  Nothing surprising, 

only faces might have changed after the independence, 

the psychology of the rulers remains all the same.  The 

imperialist British would have also described Mahatma 

Gandhi’s Satyagraha as blackmail.  Incidentally some 

of the excited young activists have already described 

the present movement against corruption a ‘second 

freedom movement’. 

 

The ‘crusade against corruption’ galvanized masses in 

the length and breadth of the country.  People 

belonging to different walks of life came forward to 

show their deepest angst against the menace of 

corruption.  Most encouraging was the involvement of 

the youth in the civil society action.  Contrary to the 

common belief that after liberalization it is difficult to 

bring people voluntarily on the streets and career 

oriented highly individualistic present generation has 

little time even to ponder over many of the ills faced 

by the society, youth came forward and rather took 

the lead in the fight against corruption. Credit must go 

to Anna Hazare for taking an initiative and providing a 
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platform to different sections of society.  The 

credibility of the politicians was already low; 

government’s wavering stand has further eroded it. 

 

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh who had assumed 

the office rising high on the wave of honesty and 

personal integrity, due to his lust for power, stands 

completely exposed before the common man on the 

street.  Ironically, Manmohan Singh as Leader of the 

Opposition in the Rajya Sabha in May 2000, “was one 

of the 100 members of Parliament,” who had 

supported the demand for the appointment of Lok Pal 

(ombudsman).  Politicians and bureaucrats have 

become possessive and arrogant about their privileges.  

It was difficult for them to accommodate willfully the 

well-meaning members of the civil society even for 

the drafting of a law, which otherwise had to be passed 

by the parliament. 

 

If the disgraced politicians were so concerned about an 

‘unhealthy precedence being created’ which may 

undermine the jurisdiction of the elected 

representatives, the concerned citizen has every reason 

to ask “Why Lok Pal bill has not been enacted so far?  

Why the bill was kept pending for the last 42 years, 

which has made the fight against corruption a joke?”  

And after a long wait what was being proposed was a 

toothless law, only indicating how serious politicians 

are to eradicate the menace of corruption from the 

public life.  Rightly rejecting the bill proposed by the 

government in a most scathing way Anna Hazare 

observed some of the members of the Group of 

Ministers vetting the Bill “would have been behind 

bars, had there been a strong anticorruption Bill in 

place”.  Even after the inordinate delay of six decades 

and the UPA regime immersed neck-deep in the 

corruption scandals, main ruling party Congress had 

the courage to castigate Anna Hazare’s fast as 

“premature”. 

 

The government in the habit of dilly-dallying, would 

have slept for another decade before passing a bill 

enabling the appointment of a Lok Pal.  In all 

probability, it would have an ineffective, inadequate 

body to fight the much deep rooted demon of 

corruption.  Having no prosecuting powers or an 

authority to initiate suo-motu actions against the 

corrupt politicians the institution of Lok Pal created 

with much fanfare would have turned into an advisory 

body.  Manmohan Singh in the 2G scandal is on record 

to confess the pressures of “coalition politics” for his 

inaction against his corrupt ministers.  In this 

backdrop it is not difficult to anticipate, if left alone, 

the kind of Lok Pal Bill government would have been 

able to get through.  Opposition parties being part of 

the corrupt dispensation in the absence of any 

significant public pressure, after making the right kind 

of noises for public consumption, would have allowed 

the toothless bill to be passed. 

 

Seriousness of the government can be gagged from the 

fact that law minister Veerappa Moily’s office 

ostensibly had misplaced a copy of the Jan Lokpal Bill 

given to it by the representatives of Anna Hazare.  “A 

few hours before our meeting with the PM on March 

7, we received a phone call from Moily’s office that the 

copy of the Jan Lokpal Bill had been misplaced and 

they wanted another copy. 

 

By conceding all the demands of the civil society, his 

time government may have been successful in 

wriggling itself out of a tough spot.  In the process it 

has landed into a more dangerous and messy situation; 

out of fire into a frying pan.  Buoyed by the success of 

civil society action more and more people in order to 

pressurize government to accept their demands may 

resort to a direct action.  The feeling that 

representative democracy has failed to deliver and the 

government only wakes up after an agitation is a 

perfect recipe for chaos.  Only the ruling class is to be 

blamed for such an eventuality.  Despite a hullabaloo 

of 8/9 per cent growth rate, a whopping seven hundred 

million people are forced to live on Rs.100 or so a day, 

a majority having little or no access to basic amenities.  

For the poor of this country equitable distribution of 

the resources even after 65 years of independence is 

still a distant dream; for them delivery of justice is a 

long drawn, costly and cumbersome process.  The 

ruling class which can go on endlessly plundering the 

public exchequer with impunity has really sapped the 

patience of the general public.  The remote controlled’ 

prime minister has been a classic example of inaction. 
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There is many a slip between the cup and the lip even 

if a committee consisting of cabinet ministers and 

members of civil society are able to forge a consensus 

on a stringent Lok Pal bill and it is also passed in the 

coming Monsoon session in July.  Enactment of law 

will still be insufficient to eradicate the corruption 

completely from the public life.  Higher judiciary, 

more importantly the Supreme Court through the 

freedom it enjoys and sagacity of judges, has been able 

to keep the justice delivery system afloat.  Yet the 

culture of injustice and corruption has seeped deep in 

the society.  Similarly due to constitutional reform the 

Election Commission of India, by and large, has been 

able to conduct free and fair elections, still the role of 

ill-gotten money has tremendously increased in the 

elections. 

 

Spread of corruption is not alone due to inadequacy of 

stringent laws; it is a social evil which has become 

acceptable over the years.  Demand is sustained by 

supply, unless a social reform takes place which chokes 

the supply, the menace of corruption will continue to 

proliferate.  The corrupt will continue to demand.  

Whether we are ready not to grease the palms of the 

corrupt in our quest for prosperity through unfair 

means will only decide the fate of the struggle against 

corruption. 

Deccan Herald, April 11, 2011 

 

Are empty classrooms really filling up?Are empty classrooms really filling up?Are empty classrooms really filling up?Are empty classrooms really filling up?    

Child labour high in SC/ST families in Raichur, says Child labour high in SC/ST families in Raichur, says Child labour high in SC/ST families in Raichur, says Child labour high in SC/ST families in Raichur, says 

study study study study     

Even as the number of child labourers is reported to be 

declining in Karnataka, the incidence of child labour is 

high among Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

and among households depending on wage labour in 

Raichur taluk. 

 

The participation of girls is high in the agricultural 

labour market, while boys seem to be opting for those 

activities which offer scope for further skill up 

gradation and more future earnings, said a recent study 

on child labour conducted by the Institute of Social 

and Economic Change, Bangalore. 

Dropouts:  The study titled, Magnitude and 

Dimensions of Child Labour: A Study of Raichur 

Taluk, which was submitted to the Department of 

Labour, Karnataka, and UNICEF, Hyderabad, said that 

22% of children in Raichur taluk have been found to 

be out of school and most of them dropped out at 

primary and secondary school level. 

 

Poor attendance:  The research said even those who go 

to school maintain irregular attendance.  Government 

school children sip classes during weeding and 

harvesting, and to help parents in household economic 

activities or domestic chores. 

 

The proportion of school children dropping out has 

been high among girls at 27.9 per cent as against 15.5 

per cent in the case of boys.  “A recurring reason in the 

case of girls dropping out was the attaining of puberty.  

Parents are hesitant to send them to distant schools,” 

they said. 

 

Young workers:  It was revealed that 32 per cent of the 

children in the age group o 5.14 years were found to 

be working in the taluk.  About 29 per cent were 

found engaged in the fields but not predominantly in 

cotton cultivation. 

 

Preference:  Apart from the main reasons of poverty 

and the long distance from home to school “parents are 

tempted to send their children to work because 

employers prefer to hire them.  Child labourers are 

paid less than adult workers. 

The Hindu, April 14, 2011 

 

‘Tortured’ husbands approach police for ‘Tortured’ husbands approach police for ‘Tortured’ husbands approach police for ‘Tortured’ husbands approach police for 

protectionprotectionprotectionprotection    

Unable to withstand alleged “torture” by their wives, 

about a dozen men in Uttar Pradesh’s Basti district, 

have approached the police seeking some protection. 

These men did not care if it would make them a 

laughing stock in the ‘male-dominated” Indian society.  

They just could not bear it any more. 

Deccan Herald, April 18, 2011 
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Man chops off wife’s nose for foiling son’s saleMan chops off wife’s nose for foiling son’s saleMan chops off wife’s nose for foiling son’s saleMan chops off wife’s nose for foiling son’s sale    

In a case that reflects the desperation of to-day’s men 

to go after money, a man cut off his wife’s nose as she 

stopped him from selling their 12-year old son. 

Nandaram, a resident of Parua village, wanted to sell 

his son Ankit to a rich man for Rs.15000/- .  Angered 

by his wife’s attempts to foil the plan, Nandaraman 

thrashed her and chopped off her nose. 

 

We are very poor and don’t have enough to eat two 

square meals.  Yet I cannot sell my child even if 

someone offers me a fortune, Prem Kumari told her 

husband, not wanting her child to be kept as a bonded 

labour. 

Deccan Herald, April 18, 2011 

 

Four girls molested inside trainFour girls molested inside trainFour girls molested inside trainFour girls molested inside train    

Four girl students of Calcutta University were 

molested and another was beaten up allegedly by some 

youths inside an express train while they were 

returning from Varanasi, Railways officials said.  A 

group of youths boarded the Amritsar Mail from 

Varanasi without tickets late night and forcibly 

occupied seats of 18 students in the reserved 

compartment. 

 

When the students, doing Post Graduation in Human 

Rights protested and sought intervention of RPF 

personnel, they were physically and verbally abused 

by the hoodlums who outnumbered them.  The youths 

molested four girls and tore the shirt of one of them 

before getting down at Patna station, according to a 

complaint filed by the students with Howrah GRP.  

The students were returning to Howrah from 

Varanasi. 

The New Indian Express, April 19, 2011. 

 

Minors slip under the radar at mass marriagesMinors slip under the radar at mass marriagesMinors slip under the radar at mass marriagesMinors slip under the radar at mass marriages    

293 minor couples rescued since 2009 in the north 

Karnataka region 

Many child marriages take place because medical 

officers provide false age certificates. 

Mass marriages may have helped couples from 

economically weaker sections but they have come 

under the scanner for providing a safe platform to 

continue regressive practices such as child marriage. 

 

Government statistics reveal that a significant number 

of child marriages take place at mass marriages, 

especially in the north Karnataka region, for various 

reasons including economic and social backwardness. 

 

According to official statistics, of 5221 couples who 

participated in mass marriage ceremonies in six 

districts of north Karnataka, 293 minor couples were 

rescued during 2009-10 and 2010-11 (till March). 

 

Raichur tops the list with regard to the number of 

minor couples rescued during mass marriages.  From 

among 977 couples in mass marriage ceremonies in 

Raichur, 130 minor couples were rescued.  In Belgaum, 

of 56 couples, 21 were minor in Dharwad, of 1000 

couples, 33 were minors; in Gadag of 2879 couples, 54 

were minors; in Bellary, of 300 couples, 49 were 

minors; and in Bagalkot, of nine couples, six were 

minors. 

 

But these numbers are just the tip of the iceberg as 

many cases go unrecorded.  Even officials feel helpless 

n many occasions as most of these mass marriages are 

organized by politicians, religious heads or powerful 

individuals under the banner of social service.  Though 

the mass marriages are conducted in the name of social 

service, it has allegedly taken the form of profitable 

business.  Often it is found that the organizers collect 

money from donors, philanthropists and fees from the 

participating families.  Hence, they try to enroll the 

maximum number of couples without finding out 

whether the couples being registered are minors or 

not. 

The Hindu, April 20, 2011 
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Tribals Still Sold as a Commodity Tribals Still Sold as a Commodity Tribals Still Sold as a Commodity Tribals Still Sold as a Commodity     

Karnataka Adivasis’ Rights Coordination Committee 

alleged that tribals are employed as bonded labourers 

in farms on the fringes of forest areas.  Though bonded 

labour system was banned decades ago, it is 

unfortunate that it is still prevalent in the southern 

districts of Karnataka. 

 

Committee convener Byyareddy alleged that the 

tribals are also sold like a commodity for not repaying 

debts at a few places.  Despite all this, it is difficult to 

build up the case as there is nothing in writing and the 

tribals are not aware of their rights, he regretted. 

 

Around 10 Koravas in South Kanara were relieved as 

bonded labourers and rehabilitated with the assistance 

of the Tribal Welfare and Revenue Departments.  

Byrareddy lamented that the Forest Rights Act 2006 

has not been implemented to ensure justice to the 

tribals.  He said the state government has allotted 8500 

acres to 6522 applicants as against 20457 applicants in 

the state. 

 

The Centre released Rs.322 crore to the state to 

purchase land, build houses and conduct professional 

training courses to educate the youth, improve basic 

facilities like drainage and road and drinking.  But, the 

projects are on paper and has not been implemented, 

he alleged.  He also observed that food support scheme 

that should be executed for the Korava tribe from June 

to September to check starvation deaths has not been 

implemented effectively. 

The New Indian Express, April 22, 2011. 

    

Alarm on Female FoeticideAlarm on Female FoeticideAlarm on Female FoeticideAlarm on Female Foeticide    

The PM underlined the need to launch a national The PM underlined the need to launch a national The PM underlined the need to launch a national The PM underlined the need to launch a national 

campaign against such biascampaign against such biascampaign against such biascampaign against such bias    

 

Maintaining the practice of aborting female fetuses as a 

national shame, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 

asked the policy planners to increase their efforts to 

stamp it out. 

Expressing serious concern over the social bias against 

the girl child, Manmohan Singh underlined the need 

to launch a national campaign against such bias. 

The New Indian Express, April 22, 2011. 

    

Witchcraft: 2 Families Forced to Eat Human Witchcraft: 2 Families Forced to Eat Human Witchcraft: 2 Families Forced to Eat Human Witchcraft: 2 Families Forced to Eat Human 

ExcretaExcretaExcretaExcreta    

 

Eight members of two families, including six women 

of the village of Sunamunda and Palsakundar under 

Deogarh Police limit who were forced to eat pig and 

human excreta, tortured and paraded a couple of days 

ago over alleged practicing of witchcraft, have left 

their homes fearing threat to their lives. The situation 

flared up after the locals sought a ‘magical cot’ from 

Cuttack, which is believed to identify the culprits and 

the cot  identified the families. 

 

Reports said 13 girl students of Sunamunda High 

School, while appearing for the High School 

Certificate Examination, fell sick and displayed 

unacceptable behaviour with many abstaining from 

the Exam.  Their activities forced their parents to visit 

both doctors and sorcerers seeking treatment, they 

believed that the girls were under the influence of 

‘ghosts’ and the villagers suspected Madhusudan Rana 

and his family of practicing witchcraft on the girls.  

The villagers then forced the families to eat pig and 

human excreta hoping that “it would reduce their 

power”. 

The New Indian Express, April 23, 2011 

 

 

 


