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1500 Hamlets’ 1500 Hamlets’ 1500 Hamlets’ 1500 Hamlets’  

 

Tribes who staged protest in 

Bangalore, submit memo to CM, 

demanding their right to 

traditional and ancestral forest 

habitats 

 

Tribal Joint Action Forum and State 

Primitive and Forest Tribes Forum have 

urged the state government to implement 

Scheduled Tribes and other Traditional 

Forest Dweller Forest Rights (recognition) 

Act 2006 In Karnataka tribal areas 

covering 1500 tribal habitats in 26 taluks 

and nine districts of Western Ghats to 

provide livelihood resource base. 

 

The tribal's who staged a protest in 

Bangalore, submitted a memorandum to 

Chief Minister D V Sadanand Gowda and 

demanded their rights to traditional and 

ancestral forest habitats to be ensured. 

 

They urged the government to declare 

Integrated Tribal Development 

Programme (ITDP) areas in Karnataka as 

scheduled areas and implement the 

provisions of the Panchayat Extension to 

Schedules Areas Act-96 (PESA) to provide 

self governance provisions to protect their 

culture and natural resource base. 

 

Forum conveners and others asked the 

state government to reopen the special 

offices meant for the primitive tribes such 

as the Jenukurubas, among others, in 

Hunsur and Koragas in Mangalore.  The 

government should implement nutrition 

package programme for primitive tribes in 

Mysore Chamrajnagar and Kodagu districts 

as 40 per cent of Jenukurubas suffer from 

malnutrition and utter poverty, they 

added. 

 

They said that the Prof Muzafar Assadi 

report on providing forest and human 

rights to as many as 5000 tribal families 

who ere displaced from Nagarhole 

National Park without providing 

rehabilitation as per the law specified in 

the Indian Constitution, should be 

implemented. 

 

They said the public distribution system in 

tribal areas need to be upgraded by 

providing nutrition food grains to all 

primitive and forest tribes and the proposal 

to provide cash in place of food grains 

should be scrapped, they added. 

The New Indian Express, Sept. 1, 2011 
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SHRC Rescues Minor ChildrenSHRC Rescues Minor ChildrenSHRC Rescues Minor ChildrenSHRC Rescues Minor Children    

The officials of the Karnataka State Human Rights 

Commission (SHRC) rescued seven children, after 

raiding the SLV confectionery unit at 

Hongadevanahalli, Bannerghatta Road in Hulimavu 

police station limits Bangalore. 

 

The commission had received information that children 

were being forced to work in the unit.  Based on that, a 

team of officials led by SHRC Chairman S R Nayak and 

officials from labour department raided the unit.  They 

all hailed from Tamil Nadu and arrangements have 

been made to send them back to their native places.  

The owner of the unit, Stephen was arrested.  It is 

alleged that he was forcing them to work. 

The New Indian Express 

 

Ticketless travel costs villager his lifeTicketless travel costs villager his lifeTicketless travel costs villager his lifeTicketless travel costs villager his life    

Scores of people are fined traveling without tickets in 

train everyday.  But when Maruti Choudhary was 

caught by the TTE at Ara railway station for ticketless 

travel between Mughalsarai and Ara, little did he know 

his life had been cut short and he would remain alive 

for just another week. 

 

The poor villager had not purchased a ticket of Rs.56/- 

(the fare between Mughalsari and Ara), and as such was 

caught during magistrate checking.  Since he failed to 

pay the fare, he was slapped a fine of Rs.1106/-.  

Choudhary, who could not afford to pay Rs.56/- was 

being asked to cough up a penalty in four digits. 

 

Eventually, he was sent to the Ara jail, where he was 

allegedly beaten up by havildar Anil Paswan, home 

guard jawan Sudarshan Singh and some other prisoners.  

After he sustained grievous injuries, he was rushed to 

Sadar Hospital, where he died on June 9, 2010, while 

undergoing treatment. 

The prison authorities, however, washed their hands of 

and claimed that Choudhary was an alcoholic and 

sustained injuries after he fell down in an inebriated 

condition. 

But his wife Shobha Choudhary was not ready to buy 

the jail officials’ theory.  She moved Bihar State Human 

Rights Commission (SHRC) seeking relief.  More than 

one year down the line, she has been finally delivered 

justice and awarded a compensation of Rs.2 lakh for the 

custodial death of her husband. 

 

The rights panel has ordered that the compensation 

amount be paid to Shobha within one-and-a-half 

month. 

Deccan Herald, September 19, 2011 

 

‘Sale’ of children: district officials told to ‘Sale’ of children: district officials told to ‘Sale’ of children: district officials told to ‘Sale’ of children: district officials told to 

be alertbe alertbe alertbe alert    

In June this year, the case of a woman from Hassan 

district, Karnataka who allegedly sold her eight-month-

old son for Rs.6000/- to a couple in Tiptur was brought 

to the notice of the Karnataka State Commission for 

Protection of Child Rights (KCPCR). 

 

An inquiry by the district Child Welfare Committee 

(CWC) revealed that the woman, unable to bring up 

the child to financial troubles, had sold him with the 

help of a local nursing home. 

 

Circular issuedCircular issuedCircular issuedCircular issued:  In the light of a number of such cases 

being reported – of babies from poor families being sold 

by or with the help of nursing homes and hospitals 

under the guise of adoption – the Department of Health 

and Family Welfare has issued a stern warning to all 

district officials to monitor the activities of hospitals. 

 

SC judgment:  SC judgment:  SC judgment:  SC judgment:  The circular sent earlier this month to 

district officials cites provisions of the Juvenile Justice 

(Care and Protection) Act, 2000, which lays down 

specific conditions for the adoption process. 

 

It also cites the Supreme Curt judgment which says that 

nursing homes and hospitals should bring any 

information on abandoned or destitute children to the 

notice of the authorities.  The circular follows a 

recommendation made by the KCPCR which has been 
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receiving several complaints of “sale” of children.  

While it talks of compliance with the JJ Act, the 

commission, earlier, had recommended amendments to 

the Karnataka Private Medical Establishments Act, 

2007 to include provisions of banning any transactions 

relating to children by private or government-run 

hospitals. 

 

It had recommended that the Indian Medical 

Association, Karnataka Branch, be directed to issue a 

notification to all its members banning such 

transactions. 

 

We plan to write to the department again asking them 

if they will issue another circular on our other 

recommendations, said Nina P. Nayak, chairperson of 

KCPCR. 

The Hindu, September 19, 2011 

 

Men Should Fight for Women’s RightsMen Should Fight for Women’s RightsMen Should Fight for Women’s RightsMen Should Fight for Women’s Rights    

By Bikash Choudhury 

We men grow up in the lap of luxury of a woman who 

is not only the mother of our being, but remains the 

source of our strength and power, and the architect 

behind the “aura of men” in contemporary society.  

‘Man’ as a word was apparently derived from the word 

‘woman’ as God perhaps first made the Woman and 

later inseminated her with spiritual power to give birth 

to man; just as Kunti gave birth to Karna by using the 

blessings of the Sun God in the Mahabharata.  A 

woman from time immemorial, has always chosen to 

give as a mother, as a wife, as a daughter and many 

other derivatives of the relationship between a man and 

a woman and got what in return?  Mostly pain, 

suffering and abuse.  Sadly, young women of today are 

lifted with impunity in broad daylight in the national 

and state capitals in contemporary automobiles (read 

SUVs and MYVs) and raped, bruised and in some cases 

murdered brutally.  Eventually, those men go scot-free 

under the guise f insufficient evidence as the doctor in 

the hospital, policeman in the Thana and judge in the 

court are mostly men and keep their sympathy with the 

assailant who commits the crime against the woman 

and in a sense, against the civilized world. 

As it is true, many men harbour a tinge of sensual 

pleasure outside matrimony.  One question that should 

invariably be asked to those men who commit crimes 

against women is: Can you offer the same behaviour to 

your mother?  One is not sure if such people would say 

yes or no.  In a way, society is condemned to excuse the 

rapist as they are considered lesser humans.  How about 

those who kill women at homes for dowry, for honour 

and on many other flimsy grounds?  These men must 

and should be given to the “Guillotine” forthwith as 

they commit the crime in the grab of civility.  Society 

would come to know that capital punishment is 

reserved for those who dare to denigrate our mothers, 

wives and daughters.  Woman in flesh and blood is the 

epitome of beauty, sacrifice, tolerance, patience and 

above all love, caring and compassion; therefore, 

woman is rightly compared with Mother Earth or 

nature.  The earth is also a creation of nature and those 

who ever wanted to play with nature have actually 

turned into fossils to be discovered by successive 

generation. 

 

The choice is ours to make.  Men should lead the 

movement for equal rights for women in their own 

interest.  Women should get at least 33 per cent seats in 

Parliament and in all state legislatures without, of 

course, compromising merit.  This measure itself would 

go a long way in bolstering the confidence of women 

and making them less vulnerable.  The other important 

thing that needs to be done on a priority basis is to file 

all cases of crimes against women in a special and fast-

track court with all women personnel while completely 

protecting the privacy and social status of each ill-fated 

woman and her family. 

 

Further, we need to make changes in the Indian Penal 

Code to offer exemplary punishment to the offenders 

committing atrocities against the fairer sex in all cases.  

With a growing population of girl students in higher 

education and many pursuing higher studies outside 

home towns and in metro cities, we need a dedicated 

police force – duly trained and armed to preempt and 

redress all crime against women in a fixed time frame – 

to dissuade potential offenders inside homes, offices and 

on the streets. 

The New Sunday Express, September 25, 2011 
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Headmaster held for molesting girlsHeadmaster held for molesting girlsHeadmaster held for molesting girlsHeadmaster held for molesting girls    

The headmaster of a government school in Uttar 

Pradesh’s Allahabad district was arrested on 25-9-2011 

on the charge of forcing girl students to remove their 

uniforms on the pretext of a medical examination, 

agencies report from Lucknow.  The headmaster has 

been placed under suspension. 

Deccan Herald, September 27, 2011 

 

90%  Rural India Surviving on Rs.50 a Day90%  Rural India Surviving on Rs.50 a Day90%  Rural India Surviving on Rs.50 a Day90%  Rural India Surviving on Rs.50 a Day    

The MPCE for all classes in rural Bihar is Rs.780.15, The MPCE for all classes in rural Bihar is Rs.780.15, The MPCE for all classes in rural Bihar is Rs.780.15, The MPCE for all classes in rural Bihar is Rs.780.15, 

which is the lowest in the countrywhich is the lowest in the countrywhich is the lowest in the countrywhich is the lowest in the country    

Orissa, Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh have 

the world statistics, with people surviving on 

Rs.12 a Day 

 

All hell broke loose after the Planning Commission 

revised the new below poverty line (BPL) cut-off to 

Rs.32/- for urban and Rs.26/- a day for rural areas. 

Netas, babus and gyan gurus have hit out against the 

new BPL cap and this may force the panel to reconsider 

its line. 

 

But the number crunching by planners 

notwithstanding, skeletons are already at feast in the 

form of a recent survey on monthly per capita 

expenditure (MPCE) by the National Sample Survey 

Organisation (NSSO). 

 

It says that an average person in rural India spends only 

1053.64 a month and an urbanite could afford only 

Rs.1984.66 a month.  That is, aam aadmi in rural areas 

is surviving on Rs.35 a day and one in urban area on 

Rs.66 a day. 

 

What’s more, over 90 per cent of the rural and 50 per 

cent of the urban population is spending just Rs.50 a 

day on food, medicine, education, fuel, transport, etc. 

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar has written to 

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh demanding setting up 

of a BPL Commission.  His worry is not unfounded. 

According to the NSSO survey, the MPCE for all classes 

in rural Bihar is Rs.780.15, which is the lowest in the 

country, and more significantly, 85 paise less than the 

Planning Commission’s poverty line cap for rural areas. 

 

As many as 80 per cent of rural Bihar and 50 per cent of 

urban Bihar is spending only Rs.30 a day, according to 

the NSSO. 

 

Kerala Chief Minister Oommen Chandy has termed the 

panel’s BPL cap as ‘unrealistic.’  “How can one survive 

on Rs.25 a day,” wonders Chandy. 

 

Interestingly, not only Kerala has the highest rural 

MPCE (Rs.1835.22) but it is also the only state where 

the poorest to per cent of rural areas (Rs.700.11) 

outspend their urban counterparts (Rs.674.16). 

 

Moreover, the urban-rural divide is non-existent, 

something unseen elsewhere. 

 

But the grim reality is that 20 per cent of Kerala 

population survives on Just Rs.30 a day.  Among other 

south Indian states, rural Karnataka has its 60 per cent 

population spending just over Rs.30 a day, 45 per cent 

rural Tamil Nadu and 40 per cent rural Andhra Pradesh 

manage daily life on the same amount. 

 

However, only 20 per cent of the urbanites in all the 

three state survive on Rs.30 a day. Both Uttar Pradesh 

and Orissa have almost 70 per cent of their population 

fighting to stay alive with only Rs.30 to spend daily. 

 

Taking into account the poorest 10 per cent of the 

country, Orissa, Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh 

have the worst statistics, with people able to spend only 

Rs.12 a day.  Moreover, the all-India average of the 

poorest 10 per cent shows that garib aadmi is surviving 

on Rs.15 a day in rural areas and just Rs.20 in urban 

areas. 

The New Indian Express, September 28, 2011 
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Slavery returns through back doorSlavery returns through back doorSlavery returns through back doorSlavery returns through back door    

Human trafficking is expanding more and 

more to satisfy the demand for cheap 

labour. 

 

Two centuries after the abolition of slavery we are 

seeing the reintroduction of an abominable practice; 

human trafficking.  The International Labour 

Organisation (ILO) estimates that 12.3 million people 

each year are taken captive by networks tied to 

international crime and used as forced labour in 

inhuman conditions. 

 

In the case of women, the victims are subjected mostly 

to sexual exploitation while others are exploited as 

domestic servants.  There is also the case of youths who 

are taken captive through various scams so their body 

parts can be sold in the international human organ 

trade.  These practices are expanding more and more to 

satisfy he demand for cheap labour in sectors like the 

hotel and restaurant industries, agriculture, and 

construction. 

 

The OSCE dedicated two days of its last international 

conference in Vienna in late June to this subject.  

Though the phenomenon is international various 

specialists asserted that the plague of slave labour is 

growing rapidly in the EU, In Spain, France, Italy, the 

Netherlands, the UK, and other countries of the EU, 

foreign migrant workers attracted by the mirage of 

Europe find them selves trapped in the networks of 

various mafias and working in conditions like slaves of 

past ages.  An ILO report reveals that south of Naples, 

for example, 1200 homeless farm laborers work twelve 

hours per days in greenhouses without contracts and 

for miserable pay, guarded by private militias and living 

in what resemble concentration camps. 

 

Work Camp:  This Work camp’ is not the only one in 

Europe; thousands and thousands of undocumented 

immigrants have met similar fates, victims of a modern 

slave trade flourishing in any number of Europeans 

countries. 

 

Responsibility for this expansion of human trafficking 

lies largely with the current dominant economic model.  

In effect, the form of neoliberal globalization than has 

been imposed over the last three decades through 

economic shock therapy has devastated the most fragile 

levels of society and imposed extremely high social 

costs.  It has created a fierce competition between 

labour and capital. In the name of free trade, the major 

multinationals manufacture and sell their goods around 

the world, producing where labour is cheapest and 

selling where the cost of living is highest. 

 

Globalisation, which offers remarkable opportunities to 

a lucky few, imposes on the rest, in Europe, a ruthless 

and unmediated competition between EU salary 

workers, small businesses, and small farmers and their 

badly-paid, exploited counterparts on the other side of 

the world.  The result we now see clearly before us: 

social dumping on a planetary scale. 

For employment the result is disastrous.  For example, 

in France in the last twenty years this phenomenon has 

caused the elimination of more than two million jobs in 

the industrial sector alone.  Certain sectors in Europe 

where there is a chronic shortage of labour tend to use 

undocumented workers, which in turn fuels the 

trafficking of more workers by clandestine networks 

that in many cases force them into slave labour. 

 

Despite the many tools of international law available to 

combat these crimes, and despite the proliferation of 

public statements by government officials condemning 

them, the public will to put an end to the practice is 

weak.  In reality, the management of industry and 

construction and major agricultural exporters exert 

constant pressure on governments to turn a blind eye to 

the trafficking of undocumented workers. 

 

Industry management has always supported mass 

immigration because it depresses the price of labour.  

Reports by the European Commission and 

Businesseurope (an association of European industries 

and businesses) have called for more immigration for 

decades. 
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But today’s human traffickers are not the only ones 

exploiting slave labour: now a form of ‘legal servitude’ 

is being developed. For example, last February in Italy 

Fiat served its workers with the following extortionate 

ultimatum: either agree to work more, for less money, 

in worse conditions, or the company will shift 

operations to Eastern Europe. 

 

In Europe many employers, taking advantage of the 

crisis and brutal fiscal adjustment policies being 

imposed, are trying to establish similar forms of ‘legal 

servitude’.  Thanks to the tools made available by 

neoliberal globalization, they threaten their workers 

with savage competition from cheap labour in distant 

countries.  If we are to avoid this form of corrosive 

social regression, we will have to begin to question the 

current workings of globalization – and begin the 

process of deglobalisation. 

Deccan Herald, September 29, 2011 

 

A whodunit riddled with bullet holesA whodunit riddled with bullet holesA whodunit riddled with bullet holesA whodunit riddled with bullet holes    

Haren Pandya’s murder was a proven fact.  But, as the Haren Pandya’s murder was a proven fact.  But, as the Haren Pandya’s murder was a proven fact.  But, as the Haren Pandya’s murder was a proven fact.  But, as the 

Gujarat High Court noted, the prosecution’s account of Gujarat High Court noted, the prosecution’s account of Gujarat High Court noted, the prosecution’s account of Gujarat High Court noted, the prosecution’s account of 

the murder was impossible.the murder was impossible.the murder was impossible.the murder was impossible.    

By Vidya Subrahmaniam 

 

Another terror investigation botch-up has turned up – 

but this time the foul-up is so spectacular that it seems 

to stand in a class by itself rather than form a pattern 

with earlier mishandled terror cases.  The sensational 

2003 Haren Pandya murder case, which the Gujarat 

High Court heard in appeal, unspoiled into an 

unbelievable narrative e during arguments, resulting in 

the acquittal last month of all the 12 accused convicted 

by the Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA) trial court. 

 

The case did not come undone in the hands of an inept 

or prejudiced State police force.  Nor did it collapse 

because witnesses turned hostile or because the 

evidence adduced was thin.  India’s premier 

investigating agency, the Central Bureau of 

Investigation, presented in court a whodunit that 

turned out to be scientifically impossible.  It was 

outside of reason and logic that Pandya could have been 

shot through the scrotum – one of the seven gunshot 

injuries found on his body – while he sat in the driver’s 

seat of his Maruti 800 with only a three-inch opening 

in the window.  Asked how this was possible, the CBI’s 

Investigating Officer (IO) told the trial court: “When a 

man falls, his whole body for a moment would go up 

and because of gravitation, it would come down and 

that is the way it can be explained…”  Pandya was a 

hefty six-footer and it defied conjecture that his body 

could overcome the steering wheel of a small car and 

do the acrobatics the IO suggested. 

 

Judicial criticismJudicial criticismJudicial criticismJudicial criticism:  Judges D.S. Waghela and J.C. 

Upadhyaya accepted that the scrotum injury 

“completely ruled out the possibility of firing upon Mr. 

Haren Pandya from the small opening of the window of 

his car.”  Going on to censure the CBI for the “botch-

up,” they said: “…The investigating officers concerned 

ought to be held accountable for their ineptitude 

resulting into injustice, huge harassment of many 

persons concerned and enormous waste of public 

resources and public time of the courts.” 

 

The scrotum injury was a physical, proven fact, yet 

science disallowed it in a closed car.  So where and how 

was it sustained?  Consider the CBI’s story: Pandya was 

shot dead in his heavily-tinted Maruti 800 at around 

7.30 a.m. on March 26, 2003.  The venue was the Law 

Garden in Ahmedabad where Pandya and the city’s 

elite went for regular morning walks, and the killer was 

Asghar Ali, a sharp-shooter from Hyderabad.  The 

murder was part of a large conspiracy entered into by 

Asghar and 19 others to kill Hindu leaders and spread 

terror as retaliation for the 2002 anti-Muslim pogrom.  

The lynchpin of the conspiracy was Mufti Sufian, a 

rabble-rousing local cleric who later escaped to 

Pakistan, and the acts in the conspiracy included, 

besides the Pandhya murder, bomb attacks on city 

business on May 29, 2002 and the attempted killing of 

Vishwa Hindu Parishad leader Jagddish Tiwari on 

March 11, 2003.  Mufti Sufian arranged for the key 

actors, including Asghar, to go to Pakistan where they 

were trained in the use of firearms. Asghar did not 

participate in the bus bomb attacks but he shot at the 

VHP leader and killed Pandya.  Since a larger 
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conspiracy to strike terror was alleged, the Gujarat 

government handed both cases to the CBI, which 

combined the two and filed a common charge sheet 

under POTA. 

 

The CBI version:   The CBI version:   The CBI version:   The CBI version:   As for how Pandya was killed, the 

CBI said the former Gujarat Minister of State for Home 

parked his car as usual and was rolling up the window 

glass on his side when Asghar approached him.  At this 

point there was only a three-inch opening in the 

window.  Asghar thrust his gun through the small 

opening and fired five bullets, causing Pandya to 

sustain seven injuries in all, one on the neck, three on 

the chest and two on the right hand and right forearm.  

Significantly, injury number seven was caused by a 

bullet that pierced Pandya’s left scrotum and lodged 

itself behind his right shoulder. 

 

The CBI produced as its sole eyewitness Anil Yadram 

Patel, a vendor from Uttar Pradesh who kept his 

handcart in Chitty Bang, an amusement park on the 

opposite side of the Law Garden parking slot.  Anil told 

the trial court that he saw Pandya’s car drive into the 

parking slot.  He also saw the assassin walk up to the 

car and shoot Pandya dead.  Anil described the assassin 

in great detail.  He was five-foot-six-inches tall with 

deepest eyes, a long moustache and hair parted in the 

middle.  His cheeks curved inside, he had a long beck 

and he wore a coffee-colored shirt.  At the time of the 

murder, Anil was in conversation with fellow vendor 

Kanaiya.  Sweeper Ramesh too came running.  Yet Anil 

sat around for half an hour before deciding to talk 

about the murder to a third person in the complex, 

Shukla Chacha.  Anil and Shukla Chacha then took a 

tempo to the house of Chitty Bang owner Nanubhai 

where they spent another 45 minutes drinking tea.  

When Anil returned to Chitty Bang, he found the 

police transporting Pandya to hospital – which 

according to police records happened at 11 a.m. 

 

Inconsistent timeline: Inconsistent timeline: Inconsistent timeline: Inconsistent timeline: The CBI did not examine 

Kanaiya, Ramesh and Shukla Chacha, who were 

important to corroborating Anil’s story.  It did not 

check the time of Pandya’s departure from home with 

his wife.  This was crucial because the prosecution’s 

case hinged on a single piece of evidence: At 7.33 a.m. 

on March 26, 2003, Asghar made a call to a co-accused 

signaling the success of the murder mission.  The call 

was picked up by a telecom tower which indicated 

Asghar was within three kilometers of Law Garden.  

Assuming the call was indeed made from Asghar’s 

phone – which the CBI did not conclusively establish – 

the murder ought to have happened before 7.33 a.m.  

But the sole eyewitness confessed to not being able to 

read the clock.  The High Court worked the story 

backward from 11 a.m., when Anil saw Pandya being 

taken to hospital, and arrived at 8.30 a.m. as the 

probable time of murder. 

 

This was not all.  During cross-examination, Anil went 

back on all his claims.  Pandya’s car was already parked 

when he came out to talk to Kanaiya.  If this was the 

case, Anil had not witnessed the murder at all.  In any 

event, from where he was standing – at an acutely 

angled distance of about 16-18 feet – he could not have 

seen anything through the black-tinted glasses of a car 

that was parked with its left-side facing him.  

Nanubhai’s statement blew further holes in Anil’s 

testimony:  Anil did not describe the murder or the 

assassin to him.  Instead he told him he was sitting on a 

bench when he saw “one man running away.”  This 

hardly squared with the detailed account Anil gave of 

Asghar’s appearance and clothes, which included his 

‘coffee-coloured” T-shirt (“Coffee-colour” was strange 

coming from a native of the Hindi heartland). 

 

But it was on the impossibility of the murder action 

that the prosecution’s case collapsed.  Though there 

were seven gunshot injuries, only five bullets were 

recovered.  Given that the assailant had fired into a 

small, closed car, where could the remaining two 

bullets be other than in the car?  To get around this, the 

prosecution suggested that one bullet had reentered the 

body.  But the post-mortem report showed no re-entry 

track.  Besides, re-entry would require Pandya’s arm to 

be positioned in a way that is impossible within the 

confines of a car.  Seven bullets would also point to the 

use of more than one weapon in the murder. 

 

The scrotum injury was beyond the comprehension of 

even the post-mortem doctor, a prosecution witness.  

He admitted in court that this injury could only be 
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sustained if the assailant was underneath the victim.  

Yet, as the high Court concluded, this was ruled out by 

the manner of firing of the bullets:  “Injury No 7 

(scrotum injury) was impossible to be caused from the 

height and angle of the weapon attributed to the 

assailant.”  Was it possible that the car was not the 

scene of crime but the same assailant killed Pandya in 

some other place?  If  so, what prevented the CBI, 

which had custody of all the accused, from establishing 

the truth of the murder? 

 

Curious factorsCurious factorsCurious factorsCurious factors:  The court noted other curious factors:  

The car that saw a violent murder was intact and had 

no blood stains.  The alleged murder weapon was 

tampered with and the calls on Pandya’s phone were 

found erased. 

 

The prosecution fitted the Pandya murder into an 

elaborate conspiracy case but made no real effort to 

find Mufti Sufian, the supposed mastermind.  The court 

accepted the argument of the defense that the 

attempted murder of VHP leader Manoj Tiwari was 

irrelevant to the Pandya murder case, which had to be 

proved on its own facts and evidence.  The acquittal of 

the accused has raised fresh doubts and inevitable 

questions about who killed Pandya and how. 
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