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India is home of unspeakable India is home of unspeakable India is home of unspeakable India is home of unspeakable 

crimes against womencrimes against womencrimes against womencrimes against women    

 

Three African women have won the Nobel 

peace prize this year for raising effective 

protest voice against the discrimination 

and oppression of their gender in highly 

hostile and conservative surroundings.  

Who is doing the same in our country 

which was recently bracketed by the 

United Nations as the top two nations 

recording majority of “117 million missing 

girls” in Asia? 

 

Amid empty talk of empowerment of 

women’ – rapes have become a routine 

affair with girl-children or teenagers being 

regularly targeted in every city, town or 

rural area.  It is as if wolves have been set 

on the second-sex-feticide to outright 

killing. 

 

A steep decline in the quality of 

governance, proportionate rise in public 

inertia and self-centered attitude or simple 

indifference of the public has made 

matters worse for women, particularly 

from the Dalit segment which remains 

most vulnerable against muscle, money 

and political powers of the intermediate 

caste with dominant feudal tendencies. 

 

If on the one hand it is uninterrupted 

‘honour killing’ against girls seeking to 

assert their independence in their personal 

lives, on the other it is the wanton outrage 

of modesty with no counter-action from 

the state or the society at large.  Instances 

of poor and lower-caste women resisting 

rape and then disfigured with their nose, 

hands or other body parts chopped are not 

few and far between – some are reported 

but a large majority go unnoticed.  In some 

states, ministers are themselves accused of 

rape. 

 

At the ground level, women occupying 

high posts as head of state, prime minister, 

speaker, leader of opposition, chief of 

political party or holding other 

constitutional posts in the country is not 

making any material difference in the 

abysmal condition of the same gender. 

 

Not a day passes when unspeakable crimes 

like rape, gang-rape or simple butchering 

of the victims are not reported from 

bustling cities and villages.  There seems to 

be no safety for women of any age group 

unless they are protected by bodyguards.  

And these are a few privileged women in 

high-end jobs or business, politics or 

Bollywood. 

 

The tilts against women have roots going 

back to centuries.  The insecurity 
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(monitory or otherwise) relating to girl-child vis-à-vis a 

male, one is further reinforced by moth-eaten 

traditions and beliefs.  Education has not made any 

desirable change in the attitudes.  The transparently 

hypocrite educated middle class goes to Singapore and 

Thailand for sex determination tests.  Some top film 

stars have also reportedly flown to these countries ‘to 

work out’ a male progeny. 

 

False prestige:  The so called ‘liberated class’ gives 

dowry to their daughters as a matter of false prestige 

when it has options available to make them stand on 

their feet so that they could make independent choices.  

There are lakhs of instances where rich parents of 

daughters have paid crores of rupees succumbing to the 

‘black mail’ of in-laws or that of the husband but did 

not have the courage to bring their daughters back 

home (the fear of societal stigma!). 

 

The end result in a majority of such cases is no secret – 

daughters are done to death by in-laws lusting for more 

money.  This is the case with the city-based ‘modern, 

English speaking Indians’ who would otherwise be 

swearing by the western life style, thought and 

‘individual independence.’ 

 

The cumulative outcome is that India has one of the 

largest incidents of female foeticide.  The country has 

the dubious distinction of having one of the biggest girl 

child prostitution in the world.  In the list of annual 

missing (abducted) children (estimated to be around 

70,000 each year) girl children are the majority. 

 

The systemic brutality against the girl child has, over a 

period, led to an imbalance in the sex ratio, with 

Haryana – the citadel of public lynching of women – 

having the highest skewed ratio (877 women against 

1000 men).  It is no better in Punjab, Delhi, 

Maharashtra and other states the northern India. 

 

Haryana’s infamous ‘khap panchayats’ which order 

‘honour killings’ of young couples marrying against the 

wishes of their elders, has the blessings of the political 

class, playing regressive politics of vote bank even after 

63 years of independence and in spite of the Supreme 

Court’s scathing remarks on ‘khaps.’  One of the young 

Congress MPs, Naveen Jindal, has openly defended the 

‘khaps’. 

 

The irony is that there is not even a semblance of a pro-

active step from governments, human rights 

organizations, women’s organizations or women 

politicians to bring a visible major policy shift in 

respect of administration of justice, law and order and 

change in the functioning of police which has a 

mindset tilted against working or ‘liberated women.’ 

 

Women’s organizations or government bodies step into 

the scene only if a rich or a celebrity is involved or if 

media continues to focus on the issue that is en-

cashable.’  The concerns of these ‘professional bodies’ 

fade out swiftly once the electronic media in particular 

switches off its camera on the victim. 

 

Women, otherwise, portrayed in hyperbole terms in 

religious texts, literature and traditions of the country 

remain prisoners of time, traditions, political games and 

the rising consumerist web.  There is no ‘safe exit’ for 

her even though she may be a city based working 

women or an uneducated village women drawing water 

from a pond. 

Deccan Herald, October 14, 2011 

    

Right to Life Means Right to Dignified Right to Life Means Right to Dignified Right to Life Means Right to Dignified Right to Life Means Right to Dignified 

LifeLifeLifeLife    

By Soli J Sorabjee 

Monstrous Indian Penal Code ProvisionMonstrous Indian Penal Code ProvisionMonstrous Indian Penal Code ProvisionMonstrous Indian Penal Code Provision:  People are 

driven to commit suicide on account of circumstances 

beyond endurance.  If a person is successful in 

committing suicide and dies that is the end of his life, 

and obviously he cannot be penalized.  But if he is 

unsuccessful, then he can be prosecuted for the offence 

of attempt to commit suicide under Section 309 of the 

IPC and can be punished with one year’s simple 

imprisonment or fine or both.  The constitutionality of 

Section 309 was challenged.  A Division Bench of the 
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Supreme Court struck it down as unconstitutional.  

Unfortunately, a five-judge bench upheld its validity 

despite the recommendation of the Law Commission 

for deletion of this provision.  It is universally 

acknowledged that a provision to punish attempted 

suicide is monstrous.  Right to life means right to live 

with dignity not mere physical existence under forced 

medical regimen.  The section raises complicated 

questions about euthanasia, hunger strikes and 

indefinite fasts unto death about which there are 

varying conceptions.  This results in arbitrariness in 

enforcement of this provision.  It is heartening that the 

government in its proposed comprehensive amendment 

of the IPC proposes to delete this provision which 

disfigures our statute book. 

 

Liberalism in the Middle EastLiberalism in the Middle EastLiberalism in the Middle EastLiberalism in the Middle East:  Year 2011 may well be 

celebrated as the defeat of dictators and the triumph of 

liberalism in the Middle East.  The so-called Arab 

Spring which started with Tunisia, soon engulfed Egypt 

and then led to Gaddafi’s downfall in Libya.  

Regrettably President Assad has not yet seen the 

writing on the wall and the Syrian regime’s brutal 

measures have left numerous protesters dead and 

injured.  One hopes wisdom will soon dawn.  

Refreshing news is from Saudi Arabia, a stronghold of 

Islamic orthodoxy and conservatism.  It is incredible 

but true that women in that kingdom may have the 

right to vote and may be able to drive a motor car 

without being put behind bars.  It is plain that the 

legitimate aspirations of the people for basic freedoms 

cannot be perpetually repressed.  The classic example is 

of the former USSR.  Now it is the Middle East.  The 

critical part is about the nature of the new regime 

which will replace the old and its capacity to ensure a 

life of human dignity for its people. 

 

Tragic USTragic USTragic USTragic US----Pak ParadoxPak ParadoxPak ParadoxPak Paradox:  The US has poured billions of 

dollars in aid to Pakistan and supplied it with military 

equipment.  Yet at present, it is most hated in Pakistan.  

US’s faith in the sincerity of its trusted ally took a jolt 

after discovery of Osama bin Laden’s secret residence in 

Abbottabad and also because of their instances which in 

US’s perception implicate the ISI in attacks on the US 

Embassy in Kabul and strategic NATO locations.  

Tension has mounted because of US’s accusation that 

Pakistan supported the Haqqains in the recent attacks 

against the Americans, a charge stoutly countered by 

the Pakistan establishment.  A war of words has 

erupted. 

 

If the Pakistan media is to be believed, the US has 

declared war on Pakistan.  One of Pakistan’s TV 

channels has been discussing possible scenarios of how 

Pakistan should react if the US attacks it.  According to 

media reports, ISI chief Pasha has personally delivered 

a message to CIA head Gen Davis Petraeus that 

Pakistani people will not tolerate any US misadventure 

and it would be left with no option but to retaliate if 

the US launched a unilateral raid.  Amid all this frenzy 

there is the sane voice of Asma Jahangir, the president 

of the Pakistan Supreme Court Bar Association, who 

when asked by a television channel about Pakistan’s 

response in the event of a US attack, gave a 

straightforward reply: “America hasn’t launched any 

attack yet, and you are talking in this  way.”  

Unfortunately, Asma is a lone voice.  Although US is 

the biggest donor of Pakistan, a majority of Pakistanis 

are anti-American.  Obviously, American PR in 

Pakistan has failed miserably and hence this tragic 

paradox. 

(The writer is a former Attorney General of India) 

The New Sunday Express, October 2, 2011 

 

Minor Girl’s Marriage to Adult Groom Minor Girl’s Marriage to Adult Groom Minor Girl’s Marriage to Adult Groom Minor Girl’s Marriage to Adult Groom 

Legally Valid: HCLegally Valid: HCLegally Valid: HCLegally Valid: HC    

In a landmark verdict, the Madras High Court has held 

that the love marriage between a minor girl and a major 

boy cannot be declared invalid, if the minor girl decides 

to live with her husband and the decision is based on 

her wisdom. 

 

A Full Bench comprising Justices K N Basha, T 

Sudanthiram and S Nagamuthu which passed the order 

on 3-10-2011 said the marriage was voidable and the 

same should be subsisting, until it was annulled by a 

competent court under Section 3 of the prohibition of 

Child Marriage Act. 
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“The said marriage is not a valid marriage, but it is not 

invalid,” the ruling said.  The judges observed that a 

minor girl contracted in marriage cannot be deemed an 

offender under the provisions of Prohibition of Child 

Marriage Act or Hindu Marriage Act. 

 

“A minor girl whose marriage has been contracted in 

violation of Section 3 of the Prohibition of Child 

Marriage Act, is not an offender either under Section 9 

of the Act or under Section 18 of the Hindu Marriage 

Act and so she is not a juvenile in conflict with law,” 

the Bench said. 

 

The Bench also held that even if the minor girl 

expressed her desire to go with her husband, the 

husband would not be entitled to her custody. After 

holding that the marriage could not be said to be 

invalid, subject to certain conditions, the Full Bench 

observed that the husband should not have the rights 

which could otherwise emanate from a valid marriage.  

He would have only limited rights, the Bench said. 

 

He should not be the natural guardian of the minor girl 

in view of the implied repealing of Section 6(c ) of the 

Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act. 

The New Indian Express, October 4, 2011 

 

People’s participation in law making must People’s participation in law making must People’s participation in law making must People’s participation in law making must 

to check corruptionto check corruptionto check corruptionto check corruption    

By P M Vasudev 

The response to recent movements against corruption 

and efforts to promote accountability in public life was 

spontaneous and overwhelming.  This was especially so 

with respect to the middle classes and the youth, who 

had largely stayed away from public issues in the recent 

decades.  It is tempting to treat the developments as an 

emerging feature of the political landscape.  More 

particularly, the Jan Lokpal bill drafted by the Anna 

Hazare team is a bold experiment in democracy.  It 

represents, as it were, a homebred response to the 

shortcomings of the parliamentary democracy inherited 

from British colonial rule. 

The ruling establishment, which has become 

entrenched in a system of corruption and patronage, is 

understandably upset.  Prime Minister Manmohan 

Singh, who is hardly a career politician, has led the 

attack against the civil society’s efforts against 

corruption. Referring to Anna’s efforts in advocating 

the Jan Lokpal Bill, Singh stated that “elected 

representatives of the people in parliament” must be 

allowed to “do the job they were elected for.”  With 

this approach, his government has introduced a weak 

anti-corruption bill that clarifies the intentions of the 

government – namely, buy peace and allow the status 

quo of unchecked corruption to continue, more or less. 

 

The developments are an occasion for reflecting on 

India’s experiment with parliamentary democracy over 

the last seven decades and emerging trends.  To be 

clear, representative democracy in India is a product of 

British rule.  The social conditions and the intellectual 

habits of thought needed for it simply did not exist in 

the Indian soil.  The idea and the machinery had to be 

necessarily imported. 

 

George Bernard Shaw, a candid thinker, termed the 

British parliamentary system an oligarchy – a system 

that vests powers in a select and privileged few.  The 

other leading democratic model in the US has also 

revealed deep flaws with the influence of lobby groups 

and naked money power shaping legislation.  Few 

honest persons will argue that the current Indian 

version of democracy is perfect in any sense. 

 

Every society must develop its own solutions to the 

problems it faces.  The Anna Hazare movement and its 

apparent success in rekindling the public spirit can be 

viewed in this light.  The task now is to remodel the 

rough-and-ready parliamentary model India inherited 

from Britain to better suit the country’s needs and more 

capable of solving its peculiar problems. 

 

Criticisms against the prevailing institutions must not 

be mistaken as rejection of the democratic vision – the 

idea that everyone’s interests must be considered in 

policies and everyone must have a say in their making.  

This principle finds an imperfect reflection in the 
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electoral system in which people elect their 

representatives to make policy and implement it. 

 

Unchecked powers Unchecked powers Unchecked powers Unchecked powers :  Specifically on corruption, an 

issue that is so important to career politicians and 

bureaucrats – a new ruling class in India, the record of 

the government is abysmal.  The administrative 

machinery inherited from the British vests vast and 

unchecked powers in the government and this has 

spawned serious abuses and phenomenal corruption.  

Over the decades, a large mass of the people have just 

stood by helplessly and a few have opted to join the 

system and get their share of the spoils. 

 

In the prevailing system, lawmaking has been the 

preserve of invisible officials in law ministries and their 

political overlords.  Inevitably, the laws have tended to 

favor the ruling classes.  Given the longstanding feudal 

history of the country and authoritarian social 

structures, people’s participation in the process of 

lawmaking was simply inconceivable.  Yet in the recent 

decades, the democratic spirit has taken deeper roots 

and the civil society is now more sensitive to issues of 

power and its abuse. 

 

The Anna Hazare movement manifests the germination 

of the democratic idea and readiness of the society to 

participate in the public life of the country.  The middle 

classes and the youth are willing to come to the street, 

if need be – just as they did during the freedom struggle 

under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi.  As I have 

mentioned, it is not simply abut street protests and 

raising slogans.  A group of civil society activists, under 

Anna’s leadership, has drafted a piece of legislation – 

the Jan Lokpal bill – offering a clear-cut path for policy 

and action.  The title is significant; it is clear that it is 

people’s bill drafted in the interests of the people.  The 

government bill, on the other hand, reflects the 

interests of the rulers, as John Locke (1632-1704), the 

English political philosopher, complained a few 

centuries ago about the tendencies of the contemporary 

British parliament. 

 

Greater engagement of the civil society in lawmaking 

and greater transparency in the process are the 

accomplishments of the Anna Hazare movement – for 

now and the future.  It is important to sustain the 

momentum that has been generated and develop 

institutional mechanisms to foster greater public 

participation in law making and improve the integrity 

of the legislative process.  The movement must be 

harnessed to contribute to the evolution of India’s 

version f democracy – one that serves the country’s 

needs better and also learning from the experience in 

other societies. 

(The writer is an assistant professor at the University of 

Ottawa, Canada) 

Deccan Herald, October 4, 2011 

 

A radical fix to the climate change A radical fix to the climate change A radical fix to the climate change A radical fix to the climate change 

problemproblemproblemproblem    

GeoGeoGeoGeo----engineering involves directly manipulating the engineering involves directly manipulating the engineering involves directly manipulating the engineering involves directly manipulating the 

climate to lower the temperatureclimate to lower the temperatureclimate to lower the temperatureclimate to lower the temperature    

 

With political action on curbing greenhouse gases 

stalled in the U.S., a bipartisan panel of scientists, 

former government officials and national security 

experts is recommending that the government begin 

researching a radical fix: directly manipulating the 

Earth’s climate to lower the temperature. 

 

Members said they hoped that such extreme 

engineering techniques, which include scattering 

particles in the air to mimic the cooling effect of 

volcanoes or stationing orbiting mirrors in space to 

reflect sunlight, would never be needed.  But in its 

report, to be released, the panel said it is time to begin 

researching and testing such ideas in case “the climate 

system reaches a ‘tipping point’ and swift remedial 

action is required.” 

 

The 18-member panel was convened by the Bipartisan 

Policy Center, a research organization based in 

Washington founded by four senators – Democrats and 

Republicans – to offer policy advice to the government.  

In interviews, some of the panel members said they 

hoped that the mere discussion of such drastic steps 

would jolt the public and policymakers into meaningful 



 (Human Rights Diary)6 

Vigil India Movement 

action in reducing greenhouse gas emissions, which 

they called the highest priority. 

 

The idea of engineering the planet is “fundamentally 

shocking,” David Keith, an energy expert at Harvard 

and the University of Calgary and a member of the 

panel, said.  “It should be shocking.” 

 

In fact, it is an idea that many environmental groups 

have rejected as misguided and potentially dangerous.  

Jane Long, an associate director of the Lawrence 

Livermore National Laboratory and the panel’s co-chair

-woman, said that by spewing green house gases into 

the atmosphere, human activity was already engaged in 

climate modification. 

 

“We are doing it accidentally, but the Earth doesn’t 

know that,” she said, adding, “Going forward in 

ignorance is not an option.” 

 

The panel, the Task Force on Climate Remediation 

Research, suggests that the White House Office of 

Science and Technology Policy begin coordinating 

research and estimates that a valuable effort could 

begin with a few million dollars in financing over the 

next few years. 

 

Although the techniques, which fall into two broad 

groups, are more widely known as geo-engineering, the 

panel prefers “climate remediation.” 

 

The first is carbon dioxide removal, in which the gas is 

absorbed by plants, trapped and stored under ground or 

otherwise removed from the atmosphere.  The methods 

are “generally uncontroversial and don’t introduce new 

global risks,” said Ken Caldeira, a climate expert at 

Stanford University and a panel member.  “It’s mostly a 

question of how much do these things cost.” 

 

Controversy arises more with the second group of 

techniques, solar radiation management, which 

involves increasing the amount of solar energy that 

bounces back into space before it can be absorbed by 

the Earth.  They include seeding the atmosphere with 

reflective particles, launching giant mirrors above the 

earth or spewing ocean water into the air to form 

clouds.  These techniques are thought to pose a risk of 

upsetting earth’s natural rhythms.  With them, Mr. 

Caldeira said, “the real question is what the unknown 

unknowns are: Are you creating more risk than you are 

alleviating?” 

 

At the influential blog Climate Progress, Joe Romm, a 

fellow at the Center for American Progress, has made a 

similar point, likening geo-engineering to a dangerous 

course of chemotherapy and radiation to treat a 

condition curable through diet and exercise r, in this 

case, emissions reduction. The panel rejected any 

immediate application of climate remediation 

techniques, saying too little is known about them.  New New New New 

York Times News Service York Times News Service York Times News Service York Times News Service     

The Hindu, October 5, 2011 

 

Upper Caste Members Attack Dalits in Upper Caste Members Attack Dalits in Upper Caste Members Attack Dalits in Upper Caste Members Attack Dalits in 

Periyapatna, 7 HeldPeriyapatna, 7 HeldPeriyapatna, 7 HeldPeriyapatna, 7 Held    

Dalits were attacked by upper caste people at Mutthur 

village in Periyapatna taluk in Mysore.  A group of 

Dalit youths and an upper caste person entered into a 

heated exchange.  Following by this, the upper caste 

people attacked Dalits. 

 

It is said that dalits and upper caste members recently 

quarreled over immersion Ganesha Idols in a water 

body.  The Dalit youths had reportedly opposed the 

selling of rice belonging to an agricultural credit co-

operative society in black.  This had resulted in attacks 

on Dalits; even a meeting conducted by the village 

heads had failed to settle the issue. 

The New Indian Express, October 7, 2011 

 

    

    

    



 (Human Rights Diary) 7 

Human Rights Diary—October2011 

NHRC Notice to Orissa Chief Secretary NHRC Notice to Orissa Chief Secretary NHRC Notice to Orissa Chief Secretary NHRC Notice to Orissa Chief Secretary 

on Sale of Girl Childon Sale of Girl Childon Sale of Girl Childon Sale of Girl Child 

The NHRC directed the Chief Secretary to file an The NHRC directed the Chief Secretary to file an The NHRC directed the Chief Secretary to file an The NHRC directed the Chief Secretary to file an 

ActionActionActionAction----Taken Report within four weeksTaken Report within four weeksTaken Report within four weeksTaken Report within four weeks    

 

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has 

issued a notice to Orissa Chief Secretary on a petition 

filed by Supreme Court advocate and human rights 

activist Radhakanta Tripathy highlighting the sale of a 

girl child by a state recognized artist to a BPL family for 

a paltry sum of Rs.20000 with the knowledge of a 

Member of Parliament and the state administration. 

 

It was on August 17 that one Chaitanya Kumbhar of 

Padamapur gram panchayat of Koraput district of 

Odisha sold his daughter.  He resorted to this act as he 

was unable to meet the huge cost of medical expenses 

for himself, it was stated. 

Tripathy alleged that the State government had 

miserably failed to ensure the basic human rights of 

Chaitanya and his daughter and sought an investigation 

into the matter. 

The New Indian Express, October 7, 2011 

 

Woman sacrifices minor to woo hubbyWoman sacrifices minor to woo hubbyWoman sacrifices minor to woo hubbyWoman sacrifices minor to woo hubby    

In yet another case of superstition-driven freaky act, a 

woman in Uttar Pradesh’s Ballia district has sacrificed a 

seven-year-old neighbourhood girl, allegedly to bring 

her estranged husband back home as suggested by her 

‘tantrik’ (exorcist) brother 

The New Indian Express, October 10, 2011 

 

Woman stripped, paraded in UP villageWoman stripped, paraded in UP villageWoman stripped, paraded in UP villageWoman stripped, paraded in UP village    

In a shocking incident, a woman was allegedly stripped 

and paraded in full public view at a village in Uttar 

Pradesh’s Lakhimpur Kheri district.  The woman, who 

was suspected to have helped a girl of the village elope 

with her lover, was dragged from her house by the 

family members of the girl, who allegedly tortured her 

through out the night to extract information about the 

girl’s hideout. 

As the woman claimed innocence, the enraged family 

member stripped and paraded her in the streets of the 

village while the shocked and terrified villagers closed 

their doors.  The hapless woman kept shouting for help 

but none came forward. 

 

A villager, who dared to oppose them, was thrashed 

and received serious injuries.  A police team, which 

reached the village after receiving information, 

managed to rescue the woman and give her clothes.  

Five people have been arrested in this connection by 

the police. 

Deccan Herald, October 10, 2011 

 

Mandya Dalit Questions Barbers for Mandya Dalit Questions Barbers for Mandya Dalit Questions Barbers for Mandya Dalit Questions Barbers for 

Refusing a Shave, Has Nose CutRefusing a Shave, Has Nose CutRefusing a Shave, Has Nose CutRefusing a Shave, Has Nose Cut    

In a gruesome act, two barbers who refused to shave 

the beard of a 55-year-old Dalit man, cut his nose at a 

salon in Kiragavalue village in Malavalli taluk of 

Mandya district in Bangalore. 

 

A Dalit, the victim of untouchability, has been 

admitted to the District Hospital in Mandya with 

wounds.  The victim visited Hair Dresses to get his 

beard shaved.  Saloon owner and his father made 

abusive remarks about his caste and refused to attend to 

him. 

 

Angered at their reaction, victim protested at their 

remarks and asked them to shave his beard.  As they 

still refused to oblige him, he got into a wordy duel 

with them and criticized them for practicing 

untouchability. 

 

Meanwhile, saloon owner “offered to shave” his beard, 

joined his son and cut the Dalit’s nose with the razor.  

It is learnt that barbers refuse to provide their services 

to Dalits as the upper caste villagers had threatened to 

boycott the salon if they entertained Dalits.  Both the 

accused are at large.  Police have registered a case and 

investigations are on. 

The New Indian Express, October 11, 2011 
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Dalits Face Boycott for Refusal to Beat Dalits Face Boycott for Refusal to Beat Dalits Face Boycott for Refusal to Beat Dalits Face Boycott for Refusal to Beat 

DrumsDrumsDrumsDrums    

Dalit families in Kasuvanahalli village of Nagamangala 

taluk in Mysore who demanded money to beat drums 

during the Ganesha idol immersion have been socially 

boycotted. 

The New Indian Express, October 12, 2011 

 

Hindu Woman Entitled to Equal Property Hindu Woman Entitled to Equal Property Hindu Woman Entitled to Equal Property Hindu Woman Entitled to Equal Property 

Rights, Says SCRights, Says SCRights, Says SCRights, Says SC    

A Hindu woman or girl will have equal property rights 

along with other male-relatives for any partition made 

in intestate succession after September 2005, the 

Supreme Court has ruled. 

A Bench of Justice R M Lodha and Justice Jagdish Singh 

Khehar in a judgment said that under the Hindu 

Succession (Amendment) Ac, 2005, the daughters are 

entitled to equal inheritance rights along with other 

male siblings, which was not available to them prior to 

the amendment. 

The apex court said the female inheritors would not 

only have the succession rights but also the same 

liabilities fastened on the property along with the male 

members. 

 

“The new Section 6 provides for parity of rights in the 

coparcenaries property among male and female 

members of a joint Hindu family on and from 

September 9, 2005.  The legislature has now conferred 

substantive right in favour of the daughters. 

 

“According to the new Section 6, the daughter of a 

coparcener becomes a coparcener by birth in her own 

rights and liabilities in the same manner as the son.  

The declaration in Section 6 that the daughter of the 

coparcener shall have same rights and liabilities in the 

coparcenaries property as she would have been a son is 

unambiguous and unequivocal,” Justice Lodha, writing 

the judgment, said.  The term coparcener refers to the 

equal inheritance right of a person in a property. 

The New Indian Express, October 14, 2011 

Seven rescued from flesh trade; three Seven rescued from flesh trade; three Seven rescued from flesh trade; three Seven rescued from flesh trade; three 

arrestedarrestedarrestedarrested    

The CCB police rescued seven women, who were 

forced into flesh trade, from a posh apartment located 

in Jayanagar “T” Block, Bangalore and arrested three 

persons. 

Deccan Herald, October 14, 2011 

 

Woman killed for lavish spendingWoman killed for lavish spendingWoman killed for lavish spendingWoman killed for lavish spending    

Police arrested 32 year-old man for allegedly strangling 

his wife weeks after he married her.  They say that the 

accused from Hunjhunu district, killed her as he 

became concerned over her lavish spending. 

Deccan Herald, October 14, 2011 

 

Man kills child to frame estranged loverMan kills child to frame estranged loverMan kills child to frame estranged loverMan kills child to frame estranged lover    

In an attempt at revenge, a married man, whose lover 

refused to marry him, killed his five-year-old daughter 

and tried to implicate the woman he loved in Lucknow. 

The killer father was, however caught after a witness 

told the police that he had seen the former throwing a 

body in a “nullah’ near his residence. 

Deccan Herald, October 20, 2011 

 

Girl Rescued From Her ‘Owners’Girl Rescued From Her ‘Owners’Girl Rescued From Her ‘Owners’Girl Rescued From Her ‘Owners’    

One of the three girls Afsana Banu (16) who was 

allegedly sold by her mother to work as domestic help 

to the relatively affluent families in Bangalore was 

traced.  She was working in the house of one Syed 

Jubera Abdul Mallik in Shivajinagar area in the city.  

Mother left the children to work as domestic helps as 

she had no other go. 

The New Indian Express, October 21, 2011 

 

Four Arrested for ‘Human Sacrifice’Four Arrested for ‘Human Sacrifice’Four Arrested for ‘Human Sacrifice’Four Arrested for ‘Human Sacrifice’    

Nelamangla police of Bangalore Rural district have 

arrested four treasure hunters who allegedly sacrificed a 

person for getting treasure. 

The New Indian Express, October 28, 2011 
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Health for All Remains Distant Dream in Health for All Remains Distant Dream in Health for All Remains Distant Dream in Health for All Remains Distant Dream in 

IndiaIndiaIndiaIndia    

Even though the Constitution charged the State with 

“raising of the level of nutrition and the standard of 

living of its people and the improvement of public 

health” as among its primary duties, the goal is far from 

being fulfilled.  As per a recent Harvard University 

study, substantial socio-economic inequalities exist in 

access to healthcare in India.  National immunization 

coverage, for example, is only 44%. 

 

Not long ago, a World Health Organisation (WHO) 

panel led by Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen had 

underlined that social justice is a matter of life and 

death.  There are social, political and economic forces 

that ostensibly have little to do with health but can still 

end up determining whether a child can grow up and 

develop to its full potential and live a flourishing life.  

To ensure good health to all, the government must 

improve the quality of everyday life, particularly for 

women and girls.  It should also tackle the inequitable 

distribution of power, money and resources through 

better governance, support for civil society, and more 

equitable economic policies. 

 

There are social determinants of health that are non-

monetary.  For instance, job insecurity, and the 

resulting stress, has a proven link with mental health.  

So does the immunization of children, even in 

countries with free and universal access to vaccines.  

That inequality is related to health is evident in even 

rich societies.  People get healthier as they climb the 

social gradient.  This means that expanding social safety

-nets, such as education to girls and better public 

information about nutrition, might boost the chances of 

better health. 

The New Indian Express, October 27, 2011 

 

 


