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Human rights and the Human rights and the Human rights and the Human rights and the 

CommonwealthCommonwealthCommonwealthCommonwealth    

The fracas at the Commonwealth Heads of 

Government Meeting in Perth over a 

proposal to appoint a human rights monitor 

has reopened an old debate that pits national 

sovereignty against an international human 

rights regime.  India and Sri Lanka were 

among the countries that opposed the idea 

of a Human Rights Commissioner for the 

Commonwealth nations.  The proposal has 

been given up, at least for now.  The 1948 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights is 

possibly the finest document of the world’s 

aspiration to treat all human beings equally 

and with dignity.  Even though the UDHR 

was assailed from the beginning by some as a 

western construct that ignored cultural and 

religious differences, most countries, 

including India, are signatories to it and its 

various covenants.  What really undermines 

the international rights framework is the 

perception that the international human 

rights mechanisms are a weapon in the 

hands of powerful countries to lord it over 

less powerful states, through economic 

sanctions or other means.  The perception is 

strengthened by the flagrant double 

standards in the way rights issues are raised.  

For instance, Australia and the United 

Kingdom, in the forefront of the 

Commonwealth human rights campaigns are 

quite content to ignore alleged violations in 

China or India, where their own interests – 

principally economic ones – are involved.  

Canada is outraged by rights violations 

during Sri Lanka’s military victory over the 

LTTE, but is quiet about the appalling toll of 

civilian deaths in U.S. drone attacks in 

Pakistan and Afghanistan.  Another eye-

opener has been in the western handling of 

the Arab Spring in Libya on the one hand, 

and in Bahrain on the other. 

 

It is for this reason that India – which has 

resisted cultural and religious 

exceptionalism to human rights at the 

United Nations – was correct in opposing 

the Commonwealth’s efforts to impose 

another layer of international scrutiny into 

the conduct of member states.  This is not to 

give a clean bill of health to the Indian 

record: in some places, such as Jammu & 

Kashmir, in the North-East, and in areas hit 

by the Maoist insurgency, the shocking and 

repeated instances of rights violations by the 

security forces are a blot on the country’s 

democratic credentials.  But outside 

intervention cannot be the answer.  Aside 

from enabling external actors with unclean 

hands to assume control of governance, it 

often ends up discrediting local efforts to 

improve the situation.  It is understandable 

that the Commonwealth, a grouping of 

former British colonies, is striving to remain 

relevant in the present day.  Meddling in the 

affairs of member-states, whether it is 

Pakistan, or Sri Lanka, or India or 

Zimbabwe, is not the way to go about it. 

The Hindu, November 2, 2011 
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Minor girl gangMinor girl gangMinor girl gangMinor girl gang----raped for seven months raped for seven months raped for seven months raped for seven months 

in UPin UPin UPin UP    

In a shocking incident, a 14-year-old girl was allegedly 

gang-raped for seven months by four youths in Uttar 

Pradesh’s Chandauli district and forced to abort after 

she became pregnant. 

 

The girl, from a very poor family, was allegedly 

abducted by the youth around seven months back from 

her home at Manihari village, taken to another village 

where they gang raped her repeatedly, police said.  

Although the culprits had later allowed the girl to go 

home, they threatened her and continued to sexually 

exploit her. 

 

The girl, whose father is a rickshaw puller in Varanasi, 

did not disclose her ordeal to her parents as she feared 

that they might punish her, police said.  “The culprits 

might have felt emboldened, when the girl chose to 

remain silent”, police officials said. 

 

The culprits later came to know that the girl had 

conceived.  They forced her to abort the foetus at a 

local private nursing home in Sakaldiha area in the 

district.  “A quack terminated the pregnancy” said 

officials, adding that the girl could very well have died 

during the procedure. 

Deccan Herald, November 8, 2011 

    

Man detained for human sacrifice in Man detained for human sacrifice in Man detained for human sacrifice in Man detained for human sacrifice in 

OdishaOdishaOdishaOdisha    

 

A 50-year-old self-proclaimed god-man was detained 

for questioning in Odisha after villagers complained 

that he had killed a three-year-old boy as a human 

sacrifice for monetary gain, the police said report 

Agencies from Bhubaneswar. 

Deccan Herald, November 1, 2011 

 

 

‘Dead’ boy wakes up in mortuary‘Dead’ boy wakes up in mortuary‘Dead’ boy wakes up in mortuary‘Dead’ boy wakes up in mortuary    

It was a night-mare came true for 14-year-old Radhey 

Lal who had to spend 12 hours in a mortuary filled with 

dead bodies. However, as luck would have it, Radhey, 

who was declared dead by a doctor of a government 

hospital in Uttar Pradesh’s Muzaffarnagar district, 

regained consciousness in the mortuary and woke up to 

a new life. 

 

Although Radhey’s parents are ecstatic about the 

“miracle”, Doctor Pradeep Mittal, who signed the death 

certificate, had to pay for the lapse.  The government 

suspended Mittal and ordered an inquiry into the 

matter. 

Radhey was found in an unconscious state while 

working in an agricultural field and was admitted to the 

district hospital.  He was given treatment for poisoning, 

but he did not respond.  The next day morning, after 

the examination, Mittal pronounced him dead and 

directed the ward boys to shift the “body” to the 

mortuary.  A post mortem was scheduled later in the 

day.  As hospital paramedic Surendra began to shift the 

“body” on a stretcher for taking it for autopsy, it started 

to move slightly, much to the shock of the onlookers. 

 

He was immediately rushed to the emergency ward 

where his condition is stated to be stable.  Radhey may 

have been poisoned as a result of which his body organs 

may have stopped working.  The medicines started to 

work on his body only after the effect of the poison 

waned,” doctors said. 

Deccan Herald, November 8, 2011 

    

Third newThird newThird newThird new----born girl abandonedborn girl abandonedborn girl abandonedborn girl abandoned    

Another new-born girl was found abandoned in 

dustbin, making this the third such incident in Cuttack, 

reports PTI.  A youth rescued the baby and she was 

rushed to the SCB Medical College Hospital where the 

doctors pronounced her condition as stable.  Two baby 

girls, thought to be twins, were found abandoned at the 

railway station. 

Deccan Herald, November 9, 2011 
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Say no to domestic violenceSay no to domestic violenceSay no to domestic violenceSay no to domestic violence    

The ring of a door bell can save a woman’s life.  

Breakthrough is a global human rights organization 

that uses the power of communication to good use and 

safety for every being.  The organization launched its 

new campaign Bell Bajao! on November 8.  Bell Bajao is 

an initiative to bring down the level of domestic 

violence and women harassment in our country. 

 

Breakthrough in partners with Ministry of Women, 

Child Development, the United Nations and 

community based groups, will be carrying on this 

campaign for the next 25 days in Karnataka, out of 

which the organization will spend fifteen days in 

Bangalore and 10 days in Tumkur.  Traveling in a 

media van, a group of trained individuals will convey 

the message of domestic violence, sexual violence and 

sex education.  The media van is fully equipped with 

speakers and microphones to communicate with a large 

number of people, the van will also have a small band 

of singers, who will be singing songs about rights, 

freedoms and non violence.  There is also a flat screen 

that is installed there which shows the present 

condition of women suffering from various parts of our 

country. 

 

The initiative is done to protect the rights and life of 

women all over India.  The campaign will train citizens 

to prevent any sort of domestic violence or harassment 

towards women.  However what happens within a 

couple is a part of their personal life, the words Bell 

Bajao, doesn’t mean that you can fist the culprit but just 

to raise awareness and prevent it from leading to 

extreme measures. 

 

This is second time this campaign is taking place, first 

time it happened in August, 2008 in various states 

simultaneously.  They had visited various schools, 

colleges, villages and cities and trained them to stop 

domestic violence if they came across any, not stopping 

only at domestic violence they also taught them the 

importance of sex education and preventions of HIV/

AIDS through live demonstration. 

 

Apart from this the organization also provided justice 

for many victims.  The organization is planning to the 

same this year as well, but on a larger scale and save 

more lives. 

 

The campaign has already begun so watch out for a red 

van that is going to save some-one’s life with your 

support.  And it will be coming to your area within the 

next two weeks. 

The New Indian Express, November 12, 2011 

 

Residents of village ‘harass’ woman for Residents of village ‘harass’ woman for Residents of village ‘harass’ woman for Residents of village ‘harass’ woman for 

landlandlandland    

A woman, surviving on subsistence agriculture and 

menial labour, and her three children are facing social 

boycott and fear eviction from her property at 

Bodhithittu village in Pariyapatna taluk, Mysore. 

 

The victim, Lakshmi, who has been estranged from her 

husband, is struggling to make ends meet and educate 

her three children. However, her story is not one of a 

Dalit being victimized; she belongs to the Vokkaliga 

community.  Hers is a case of social atrocity on a 

helpless woman. 

According to reports, Lakshmi had inherited 2 acres.  

However, the Revenue Department gave her RTC 

(Record of Rights, Tenancy and Crops) for one acre, 

which was being cultivated for sustenance while the 

local authorities took over the other acre on the 

grounds that there were no documents to ascertain her 

claim. 

 

K.S. Shivaramu, president, Karnataka State Backward 

Classes Forum, told The Hindu that the land taken over 

from Ms. Lakshmi was concerted into sites, and houses 

were constructed for the rehabilitation of the 

economically weaker sections of society.  “But a 

majority of them are socially and economically 

powerful and now they want the other portion of the 

land belonging,” he claimed.  The local grocers have 

stopped supplying essential items to her, and so the 

family has to procure them from Periyapatna. 
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Ms. Lakshmi told The Hindu that she was constantly 

harassed by the local community, and people had 

stopped talking to her.  Her children did not want to 

attend school any more.  “Though I filed a police 

complaint seeking protection, it was ignored,” she said. 

The Hindu, November 10, 2011 

 

Irreversible climate change in five years, Irreversible climate change in five years, Irreversible climate change in five years, Irreversible climate change in five years, 

says energy agencysays energy agencysays energy agencysays energy agency    

 

The world is likely to build so many new fossil-fuelled 

power stations, energy-guzzling factories and 

inefficient buildings in the next five years that it will 

become impossible to hold global warming to safe 

levels, and the last chance of combating dangerous 

climate change will be “lost for ever,” according to the 

most thorough analysis yet of world energy 

infrastructure. 

 

Anything built from now on that which produces 

carbon will continue to do so for decades to come, and 

this “lock-in” effect will be the single factor most likely 

to produce irreversible climate change, the world’s 

foremost authority on energy economics has found.  If 

this infrastructure is not rapidly changed within the 

next five years, the results are likely to be disastrous. 

 

“The door is closing,” said Fatih Birol, chief economist 

at the International Energy Agency (IEA).  “I am very 

worried – if we don’t change direction now on how we 

use energy, we will end up beyond what scientists tell 

us is the minimum (for safety).  The door will be closed 

forever.”  Every month now counts: if the world is to 

stay below 2 degree centigrade of warming, which 

scientists regard as the limit of safety, then emissions 

must be held to no  more than 450 parts per million 

(ppm) of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere; the level is 

currently around 390ppm.  But the world’s existing 

infrastructure is already producing 80 per cent of that 

“carbon budget”, according to a new analysis by the 

IEA, published on 9-11-2011.  This gives an ever-

narrowing gap in which to reform the global economy 

on to a low-carbon footing. 

If current trends continue, and we go on building high-

carbon energy generation, then by 2015 at least 90 per 

cent of the available” carbon budget” will be swallowed 

up by our energy and industrial infrastructure.  By 

2017, there will be no room for maneuvers at all – the 

whole of the ‘carbon budget” will be spoken for, 

according to the IEA’s calculations. 

 

Forthcoming talks in DurbanForthcoming talks in DurbanForthcoming talks in DurbanForthcoming talks in Durban:  Birol’s warning comes at 

a crucial moment in international negotiations on 

climate change, as governments gear up for the next 

fortnight of talks in Durban, South Africa, from late 

November.  “If we do not have an international 

agreement, whose effect is put in place by 2017, then 

the door to [holding temperatures to 2 degree 

centigrade of warming] will be closed forever,” said 

Birol. 

 

But governments around the world are preparing to 

postpone yet again a speedy conclusion to the 

negotiations.  Originally, the aim was to agree a 

successor to the 1997 Kyoto protocol, the only binding 

international agreement on emissions, after its current 

provisions expire in 2012.  But after years of setbacks, 

an increasing number of countries – including the U.K., 

Japan and Russia – now favour postponing the talks for 

several years. 

 

Both Russia and Japan have spoken in recent weeks of 

aiming for an agreement in 2018 or 2020, and the U.K. 

has supported this move.  Greg Barker, the U. K.’s 

Climate Change Minister, told a meeting: “We need 

China, the U.S. especially, the rest of the Basic 

countries [Brazil, South Africa, India and China] to 

agree.  If we can get this by 2015 we could have an 

agreement ready to click in by 2020.” 

 

Birol said this would clearly be too late.  Nor is this a 

problem of the developing world, as some 

commentators have sought to frame it.  In the U. K., 

Europe and the U. S., there are multiple plans for new 

fossil-fuelled power stations that would contribute 

significantly to global emissions over the coming 

decades. 
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Emissions have risen:  It Emissions have risen:  It Emissions have risen:  It Emissions have risen:  It was revealed in May that an 

IEA analysis found emissions had risen by a record 

amount in 2010 despite the worst recession for 80 

years.  Last year, a record 30.6 gigatonnes (Gt) of 

carbon dioxide poured into the atmosphere from 

burning fossil fuel, a rise of 1.6Gt on the previous year.  

At the time, Birol said that constraining global warming 

to moderate levels would be “only a nice utopia” unless 

drastic action was taken. 

 

The November 9 research adds to that finding, by 

showing in detail how current choices on building new 

energy and industrial infrastructure are likely to 

commit the world to much higher emissions for the 

next few decades, blowing apart hopes of containing 

the problem to manageable levels.  The IEA’s data is 

regarded as the gold standard in emissions and energy, 

and it is widely regarded as one of the most 

conservative in outlook – making today’s warning all 

the more stark. 

 

The central problem is that most of the industrial 

infrastructure already in existence around the world – 

the fossil-fuelled power stations, the emissions-spewing 

factories, the inefficient transport and buildings-are 

already contributing to the current high level of 

emissions, and will continue to do so for decades to 

come.  Carbon dioxide, once released into the 

atmosphere, stays there and continues to have a 

warming effect for about a century, and industrial 

infrastructure is built to have a useful life of several 

decades at least. 

 

Yet, despite intensifying warnings from scientists over 

the past two decades, the new infrastructure even now 

being built is constructed along the same lines as the 

old, which means that there is a “lock-in” effect-high-

carbon infrastructure built today or in the next five 

years will contribute as much to the stock of emissions 

in the atmosphere as previous generations. 

 

This “lock-in” effect is the single most important factor 

increasing the danger of runaway climate change, 

according to the IEA in its annual World Energy 

Outlook, published 9-11-2001. 

Fukushima effect:  Climate scientists estimate that 

global warming of 2 degree centigrade above pre-

industrial levels marks the limit of safety, beyond 

which climate change becomes catastrophic and 

irreversible.  Though such estimates are necessarily 

imprecise – warming of as little as 1.5 degree centigrade 

could cause dangerous sea level rises and an increased 

risk of extreme weather – the limit of 2 degree 

centigrade is now inscribed in international accords, 

including the partial agreement signed at Copenhagen 

in 2009, by which the biggest developed and 

developing countries for the first time agreed to curb 

their greenhouse gas output. 

 

Another factor likely to increase emissions is the 

decision by some governments to abandon nuclear 

energy, following the Fukushima incident in Japan 

early this year.  “The shift away from nuclear worsens 

the situation,” said Birol.  If countries turn away from 

nuclear energy, the result could be an increase in 

emissions equivalent to the current emissions of 

Germany and France combined.  Much more 

investment in renewable energy will be required to 

make up the gap, but how that would come about is 

unclear at present. 

 

Birls also warned that China – the world’s biggest 

emitter – would have to take on a much greater role in 

combating climate change. 

 

In addition, by 2035 at the latest, China’s cumulative 

emissions since 1900 are likely to exceed those of the 

EU, which will further weaken Beijing’s argument that 

developed countries should take on more of the burden 

of emissions reduction as they carry more of the 

responsibility for past emissions. 

 

In a recent interview, China’s top climate change 

official, Xie Zhenhua, called on developing countries to 

take a greater part in the talks, while insisting that 

developed countries must sign up to a continuation of 

the Kyoto protocol – something only the European 

Union is willing to do.  His words were greeted 

cautiously by other participants in the talks. 
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The IEA’s World Energy Outlook, published annually 

provides the touchstone for global energy trends.  This 

year’s outlook is unusually gloomy, following one of 

the deepest recessions on record for the developed 

world. 

 

The IEA said:  “There are few signs that the urgently 

needed change in direction in global energy trends is 

under way.  Although the recovery in the world 

economy since 2009 has been uneven, and future 

economic prospects remain uncertain, global primary 

energy demand rebounded by a remarkable five per 

cent in 2010, pushing carbon dioxide emissions to a 

new high.  Subsidies that encourage wasteful 

consumption of fossil fuels jumped to over $400bn.”  

Meanwhile, an “unacceptably high” number of people – 

about 1.3bn – still lack access to electricity.  If people 

are to be lifted out of poverty, this must be solved – but 

providing people with renewable forms of energy 

generation is still expensive.  (Fiona Harvey is the 

environment correspondent) – Guardian Newspapers Guardian Newspapers Guardian Newspapers Guardian Newspapers 

Limited, 2011Limited, 2011Limited, 2011Limited, 2011    

The Hindu, November 11, 2011. 

 

 Man kills daughter in ChandigarhMan kills daughter in ChandigarhMan kills daughter in ChandigarhMan kills daughter in Chandigarh    

In a beastly act, a father residing in a Panchkula colony 

near the state capital Chandigarh first attempted to rape 

his three-year-old daughter and then killed her in the 

wee hours on 15-11-2011. 

 

The accused – Dhana Ram- was reportedly in an 

inebriated state and fled soon after the crime.  His 

daughter lay in a pool of blood in the house.  After 

attempting to rape, the father hit her with a pan six 

times on the head which crushed the skull of the child.  

He then hit his daughter with a sharp knife to end her 

life.  The mother of the deceased daughter and Dhana 

Ram’s wife Reeta brought the incident to the notice of 

the police today.  In fact, she is the complainant in this 

case. 

Deccan Herald, November 16, 2011 

 

 

Woman burnt to deathWoman burnt to deathWoman burnt to deathWoman burnt to death    

A woman was allegedly burnt to death for dowry by 

her husband and in-laws at Sitapur, agencies report 

quoting the police.  The incident took place in the 

Leharpur area.  Ritu Devi (28) was allegedly burnt alive 

by her husband Hare Ram and in-laws. 

 

A case has been registered against Ram, his parents and 

three others n this case, according to police. 

Deccan Herald, November 16, 2011 

 

Youth Kills Sister for ‘Mental Peace’Youth Kills Sister for ‘Mental Peace’Youth Kills Sister for ‘Mental Peace’Youth Kills Sister for ‘Mental Peace’    

Superstition has claimed yet another life in the tribal 

dominated Mayurbhanj district of Orissa.  A youth in 

Chandua police station area allegedly sacrificed his 

sister purportedly to get mental peace and wealth. 

The New Sunday Express, November 20, 2011 

 

Dowry: NewlyDowry: NewlyDowry: NewlyDowry: Newly----Wed Woman Ends LifeWed Woman Ends LifeWed Woman Ends LifeWed Woman Ends Life    

Dejected over alleged dowry harassment, a 25-year-old 

newly-wed woman ended life by hanging herself at her 

residence in Bilekahalli, in Bangalore.  The deceased 

Leelavathi was married to Manjunath seven months 

ago.  The police said that there was lack of 

understanding between the couple and Manunath 

allegedly harassed her to bring more dowries. 

The New Indian Express, November 21, 2011 

 

Poverty reduction in India: Mere words Poverty reduction in India: Mere words Poverty reduction in India: Mere words Poverty reduction in India: Mere words 

or doable?or doable?or doable?or doable?    

B. S. Prakash:   

Is poverty reduction on a large scale an ever receding 

objective or is it achievable in a specific timeframe?  

Outside China, which is a case in itself, are there 

democratic countries where millions have 

demonstrably been lifted out of acute poverty?  As the 

debate continues in India about what constitutes 

poverty and whether a person can really subsist on 

Rs.32 a day, it may be worthwhile to look at other 

comparable countries with millions in poverty and 
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their strategies to address the challenge.  Once such 

country is Brazil, where this writer is the Indian 

Ambassador. 

 

There are good reasons why looking at Brazil have 

relevance and validity for us.  Brazil is a huge country 

(two and a half times our size), with a large population, 

the fifth largest in the world at nearly 200 million.  It 

has a GDP comparable to India at around two billion 

dollars, but with a smaller population has a higher pr 

capita income.  Above all, it is a fellow developing 

country with challenges in education, health, and 

employment generation apart from poverty.  It is also a 

noisy democracy like ours, with a complicated coalition 

government, the executive and the parliament often at 

loggerheads, and with wide regional disparities from 

the mega towns like Sao Paulo to relatively backward 

eastern regions, much like our own.  Political consensus 

is not won easily and Brazilians themselves will 

concede that corruption and inefficiencies are inherent   

in the system.  It is all the more impressive then that 

with all these familiar features the poverty reduction 

figures show a positive picture. 

 

In 2010, Brazil had less than 5 per cent of the people in 

extreme poverty, defined as living with less than 67 

Reais per month or approximately around $1.25 a day 

that is the UN norm.  The numbers below the line in 

2010 were nine million as compared to fifteen million 

in 2004 and thirty four million in 1981.  These figures 

showed steady and significant reduction of poverty 

over two decades.  Brazil uses another category of those 

who are called ‘poor’ as compared to ‘extremely poor’ 

and here again the data shows that millions had risen 

up from this category in the last five years.  Brazil’s 

current target is to remove extreme poverty by 2014 

and objective observers regard this as achievable.  It is 

clearly a success story and therefore it is worth looking 

at some of the inferences drawn by Brazilian social 

scientists from their experience. 

 

But first, we can derive some consolation from the fact 

that just as in India, in Brazil too, issues such as the 

figure for what constitutes poverty, whether it should 

be based on consumption or income, and if 

consumption, the portion for food etc., are hotly 

contested among experts.  It would seem that 

economists are as divisive on definitions of poverty as 

on how to redress it. 

 

Notwithstanding the rigorous academic debate, there 

are some conclusions that Brazil’s think-tanks derive 

with regard to what has worked in reducing poverty. 

 

Family benefit package: Family benefit package: Family benefit package: Family benefit package:   The central role of social 

policy: For nearly a decade Brazil has practiced the now 

famous Bolsa Familia (family benefit package), the 

innovatively designed scheme for conditional cash 

transfers.  Under this scheme about 13 million of the 

most vulnerable families get cash support of a small 

amount provided they meet some conditions: children 

are vaccinated, attend schools, benefits to go the 

mother and so on, to make it effective.  The World 

Bank regards this scheme as the best designed program 

for poverty reduction through income support and the 

scope for corruption or wastage is minimal as there are 

no intermediaries.  All the 41 million beneficiaries are 

seen on a list on the computers with their unique ID.  

The cash is obtained through a swipe card even in the 

jungles in the Amazon! 

 

Other schemes, notably benefits for the elderly, 

disabled, and social security networks are targeted at 

specific groups to ensure that they stay above the 

extreme poverty line through income transfers. 

 

Evidence shows that cash transfer through government 

schemes such as the above alone are not sufficient to 

make a family stay above the poverty line.  Some 

connection with the labour market is also essential for 

at least one member of the family.  Work, whether 

agricultural, casual or informal is a requirement and 

hence social policies look at, what the economists term 

as the ‘productive inclusion’ of all segments.  A 

minimum wage work for at least one in the family and 

some support for the elderly and the children should 

lift a family above the line of extreme poverty. 

 

Brazil has been growing at around 4% in the last five 

years.  Economic growth is good in itself but evidence 
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seems to suggest that by itself cannot result in poverty 

reduction without social intervention.  Inclusive 

growth is hence the mantra as it is with us. 

 

My talks with analysts and economists also showed that 

Brazilians had arrived at a near consensus on social 

policies aimed at elimination of hunger and alleviation 

of poverty.  Interestingly no one was arguing that 

supporting the extreme poor made them permanently 

depend on subsidies, a belief sometimes held by ultra 

pro-marketers.  On the contrary, most believed that to 

break the intergenerational transmission of poverty i.e. 

the inability of families to escape the trap of poverty 

from one generation to the next without access to 

education and employment, a supporting hand was 

necessary.  As one economist told me; “With a mere 

one percent of the GDP being spent on targeted 

programs, absolute poverty can be removed from Brazil 

by 2014 and we can certainly afford that”.  No two 

countries are alike and no one solution fits all, but 

Brazil’s case shows that poverty reduction is a matter of 

deeds and not only words. 

(The writer B.S. Prakash is India’s ambassador to 

Brazil). 

Deccan Herald, November 24, 2011 

 

‘People unaware that sale of organs is ‘People unaware that sale of organs is ‘People unaware that sale of organs is ‘People unaware that sale of organs is 

illegal’illegal’illegal’illegal’    

Another International Organ Donation Day has come 

and gone.  But many people are not aware of the fact 

that buying or selling of human organs for 

transplantation is illegal according to the Human 

Organs Transplantation Act, 1994. 

 

The family members of a person suffering from kidney 

failure or any other organ failure are often found 

searching for donors and are willing to pay huge 

amounts for the organs.  The Bangalore Kidney 

Foundation (BKF) receives many calls everyday 

enquiring about kidneys for sale.  MVN Raj, director of 

BKF, said that people were misinformed about the 

‘organ trade’ in India. 

 

“I get calls from individuals who are either willing to 

sell their kidney or willing to buy one.”  For those who 

want to ‘sell their kidney,” the reason is “debts”.  In 

many cases, women venture to sell their kidney either 

to clear their or their husband’s debts.  Many young 

women call up the centre and offer their kidneys for 

sale to avoid harassments from moneylenders,” he 

added. 

 

Organ donation:  Raj said although there were many 

organizations spreading awareness about organ 

donation, people were still clueless about the entire 

procedure. 

 

Pledging one’s organs and keeping the pledge card in 

the wallet is not good enough if your family is not 

aware of your intentions. 

 

“Even though a person has pledged his organs, many 

times the family members are not willing to donate 

them,” he said. 

 

It is sad that the State and the Central Government 

have not even thought of issuing advertisements to 

create awareness about the procedure of organ 

donation, he added. 

 

It is very important to understand that one can donate 

organs only in a ‘brain dead’ condition.  However, only 

eyes can be donated after the death of a person. 

 

Zonal Coordinating Committee of Karnataka for 

Transplantation (ZCCK) is the State government 

agency which registers names of people seeking organs 

for transplantation and alerts them about ‘brain dead’ 

cases. 

 

According to the organ donation network in India, 

nearly 66 per cent of renal failure occurs due to 

diabetes and over 7.85 million people in India suffer 

from chronic kidney disease (CKD).  At present, the 

approximate prevalence of CKD is 800 per million 
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populations and the incidence of end-stage kidney 

disease is 150-200 per million populations.  Nearly, 

3,500 transplants are done annually as against the need 

of 2,10,000 transplants. 

Deccan Herald, November 29, 2011 

 

Man molests girl, son ordered to marryMan molests girl, son ordered to marryMan molests girl, son ordered to marryMan molests girl, son ordered to marry    

Caste panchayats in Uttar Pradesh are known for their 

bizarre directives.  This one not only seems strange but 

is also reflective of a complete disregard to the 

established social norms and is tantamount to 

humiliating womenfolk. 

 

A caste panchayat in UP’s Bijnore district, “punished” a 

45-year-old man who was accused of molesting a 16-

year old girl in the strangest fashion.  It ordered the 

accused to get his son married to the teen.  During the 

panchayat, the man admitted to molesting the girl and 

sought a pardon from the panchayat members.  The 

members however, after deliberating the matter 

decided to “punish” him.  They ordered him to agree to 

get his young son married to the victim as a 

“punishment” for his deed. 

 

They did not bother to ask the girl nor could 

understand that the girl, after marriage, would have to 

live in the same house as the accused and would always 

be vulnerable to his advances. 

 

The local police officials said they had heard about such 

a decision but made it clear that nothing could be done 

as no one had approached the police so far. 

Deccan Herald, November 29, 2011 

 

Man Arrested for Killing DaughterMan Arrested for Killing DaughterMan Arrested for Killing DaughterMan Arrested for Killing Daughter    

A man, along with his two sons, was arrested for 

allegedly killing his daughter for honour in Ghaziabad, 

U.P.    The family members claimed since she had 

identified one of the assailants she was shot dead in 

Dehra village last year. 

The New Indian Express, November 29, 2011 

Rescued child laborer thrashed by warden Rescued child laborer thrashed by warden Rescued child laborer thrashed by warden Rescued child laborer thrashed by warden 

in children’s homein children’s homein children’s homein children’s home    

 

Recently rescued from a sweatshop where he was 

employed along with 31 other underage workers, a 14-

year-old-boy was allegedly assaulted by the warden of 

the Karnataka state run facility where he had been 

placed for care and protection. 

 

The attack allegedly by the warden of the Children’s 

Home for Boys resulted in the victim, who is from 

Bihar, temporarily losing control of his right hand. 

The assault, which took place around a week ago, was 

discovered by members of the NGO which rescued the 

32 boys in September from a bag making unit. 

 

The only medical attention he received since the assault 

included some over-the-counter pain killers and some 

ointment on the wound. 

 

Interestingly, the authorities of the facility told the 

hospital authorities that he had slipped in the bathroom 

and fell.  But the boy told The Hindu: “I was beaten 

with a staff by Suresh Bhaiyya (the warden) because I 

made a mistake.”  The man he identified as his assailant 

has been hired on a contract basis as the State 

Government has not hired regular and trained 

employees. 

The Hindu, November 30, 2011 

 

‘Ensure punishment for crimes against ‘Ensure punishment for crimes against ‘Ensure punishment for crimes against ‘Ensure punishment for crimes against 

women’women’women’women’    

From female foeticide to dowry deaths, crimes against 

the fair sex are all too well-known.  While most bear 

the brunt silently, others fight it out. At a national 

conference on crimes against women in Bangalore, 

jurists appealed to women to ensure certainty of 

punishment to perpetrators of crimes, rather than 

asking for severity of punishment. 

Deccan Herald, November 30, 2011 
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Malnourishment among kids rings alarm Malnourishment among kids rings alarm Malnourishment among kids rings alarm Malnourishment among kids rings alarm 

bellsbellsbellsbells    

Anitha of Yaragola in the taluk in Karnataka is two 

years old, but weighs less than a healthy newborn.  

Chandrakala, who is of the same age, is only slightly 

better at four kg.  Abdul Rehman, hailing Gogi P village 

in Shahpur taluk and two years older than the girls, 

weighs only 4.6 kg. 

 

The situation is no better in the other taluks.  In 

Surapura taluk, Chandramma (18 months) of 

Kamanatagi village weighs 4.6 kg and five-year-old 

Chandrasenanu of Agni village weighs a mere 4.5 kg. 

 

These are just a few samples from a survey conducted 

by the Department of Health department and the 

Department of Women and child Development, 

revealing startling figures of 405 undernourished 

children in the district – 118 children in Yadgir taluk, 

67 in Shahapur taluk and 220 in Surapura taluk.  The 

figures are expected to go up. 

 

The survey, ordered by the Chief Executive Officer of 

the Yadgir Zilla Panchayat following news reports of 

severe malnutrition among children in neighbouring 

Raichur district, concluded in October. Though 

anganwadi centres provide nutritious food to 1.39 lakh 

children in the district, many suffer from 

malnourishment. 

 

Abject poverty a reasonAbject poverty a reasonAbject poverty a reasonAbject poverty a reason:  Officers from the two 

departments cite poverty of the parents as one of the 

main reasons for malnutrition. 

 

An officer, on condition of anonymity, said that a child 

who receives one meal at an anganwadi centre may not 

get the other meal at home. 

 

“The financial position in many families is so bad that 

parents do not have the money to spend on feeding 

their children.  But a growing child needs more than 

one full meal,” the officer said. 

The Department of Women and Child Development 

has taken steps to provide nutritious food to 53337 

children in the age group of six months to three years 

and 45, 172 children in the age group of three to six 

years.  The children are served bisibele bath two days a 

week and Nutri bisibele bath and kesari bath four days 

a week. 

 

The Department has come up with a special scheme for 

malnourished children in the district.  It usually spends 

Rs.4 a day to feed each child, but has decided to double 

the amount to Rs.8 to feed the malnourished children.  

They will also be given tonics at a cost of Rs.750 per 

child per year. 

Deccan Herald, November 30, 2011 

 

TN women raped by cops to get Rs.5 lakh TN women raped by cops to get Rs.5 lakh TN women raped by cops to get Rs.5 lakh TN women raped by cops to get Rs.5 lakh 

eacheacheacheach    

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister J Jayalalitha announced a 

solatium of Rs.5 lakh each of four tribal women, who 

were allegedly raped b y policemen in Villupuram 

district, and suspended five policemen, report agencies 

from Chennai. 

 

Jayalalitha ordered payment of 5 lakhs each to the four 

tribal Irula women who complained of rape by 

policemen of Tirukoilur police station.  Inspector 

Srinivasan, special sub-inspector Ramanathan, head 

constable Dhanasekaran, and constables 

Bakthavatchalam and Karthikeyan were suspended 

after the preliminary inquiry revealed that the women 

were kept in a police van at night.  Tirukoilur judicial 

magistrate is probing the issue. 

Deccan Herald, November 30, 2011 

 

 

 


