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Laws Alone Will Not Eradicate Laws Alone Will Not Eradicate Laws Alone Will Not Eradicate Laws Alone Will Not Eradicate 

Child LabourChild LabourChild LabourChild Labour    

If laws could abolish child labour, there 

would be no child labourer left in India 

today.  The Constitution of India prohibits 

employment of children below 14 in any 

factory, mine or any other hazardous 

employment.  The Directive Principles of 

State Policy say that the State must secure 

children from abuse and ensure that they 

are not forced by economic necessity t 

enter vocations unsuited for them; that 

they shall be given opportunities and 

facilities to develop in a healthy manner 

and that childhood and youth shall be 

protected against moral and material 

abandonment. The Factories Act, the Child 

Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act 

and a host of other law make employing 

children a punishable offence.  Despite 

these laws, we can see children working in 

undignified conditions almost everywhere.  

India is home to the largest number of 

working children in the world.  

Government statistics put their numbers 

around 20 million while other agencies 

claim that it is 50 million. 

 

The law must specify harsher punishment 

and a faster system of administering it so 

that those who violate it are deterred from 

abusing children.  Greedy employers 

looking for a vulnerable, docile and cheap 

workforce, bribery and other forms of 

corruption and apathy among law 

enforcement agencies, combined with 

connivance among traffickers, employers, 

politicians and bureaucracy are all 

responsible for the persistence of the evil.  

But the evil cannot be eradicated even 

through better enforcement of laws.  Its 

prevalence is evidence of a lack of political 

will and social concern.  We must 

simultaneously address issues such as 

poverty, illiteracy, lack of awareness, 

parents’ gullibility and a child unfriendly 

mindset in communities. 

The New Indian Express, June 14, 2011 

    

Man burnt alive for rape Man burnt alive for rape Man burnt alive for rape Man burnt alive for rape 

attemptattemptattemptattempt    

Irate villagers in the Warangal district of 

Andhra Pradesh torched a person alive for 

allegedly attempting to rape a girl.  The 

residents of Raghunathpalli of Zafargarh 

mandal in the district challenged the 

police to arrest the entire village after they 

confessed to “punishing” an alleged rapist 

in their own medieval form of justice. 

 

According to the Vardhannapet police, 30 

year old Zilla Babu, a father of three, 

entered of the house of the 16-year-old 

when she was alone and tried to molest 

her.  Enraged by her screams, he hit her on 

the head with a hammer. 
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Alert neighbours entered the house and thrashed Babu.  

Later, they informed the police.  Tempers and emotions 

ran high while they waited for the police with Babu 

bound in ropes.  The police who arrived little later kept 

Babu in the police van. 

The mob got furious after seeing the grievously injured 

girl and wanted immediate action against the alleged 

rapist. 

The policemen stood helpless as Babu was dragged out 

of the van and villagers made a bonfire of haystacks and 

firewood.  They later threw the unconscious but alive 

Babu into the fire.  “Over 200 villagers had participated 

in the mob action and they say they have done true 

justice, “Prabhakar Rao, Urban SP of Warrangal, said. 

Deccan Herald, June 1, 2011 

 

 

7777----yearyearyearyear----old accuses dad, friends of gangold accuses dad, friends of gangold accuses dad, friends of gangold accuses dad, friends of gang----

raperaperaperape    

A seven-year-old girl has accused her father and three 

of his close friends for repeatedly gang raping her for a 

fortnight last month, police said. 

 

An officer of Chinchwad police station in Pune said 

that the victim’s mother lodged a complaint against her 

estranged husband and three others.  We have arrested 

the four accused and sent them for a medical check up.  

The victim, too, has been sent for a medical 

examination, a police official said. 

Deccan Herald, June 5, 2011 

 

 

Minor raped, body found hanging in Minor raped, body found hanging in Minor raped, body found hanging in Minor raped, body found hanging in 

police stationpolice stationpolice stationpolice station    

All the personnel deployed at Nighasan police station in 

Uttar Pradesh’s Lakhimpur-Kheri district, were 

suspended after the body of a 14-year-old girl, who had 

allegedly been raped, was found hanging from a tree 

inside police station premises. 

 

The family members of the girl alleged that the girl had 

been raped before being murdered and her body was 

hanged from the tree to make it look like a suicide. 

Police said that the girl had been missing since 10th 

evening.  She had gone out with the cattle and did not 

return home … her body was later found hanging from 

the tree, they said. 

 

The SHO, two SIs and seven constables deployed at the 

police station had been placed under suspension with 

immediate effect, officials said. 

Deccan Herald, June 12, 2011 

 

 

Father kills pregnant girl to ‘save’ family Father kills pregnant girl to ‘save’ family Father kills pregnant girl to ‘save’ family Father kills pregnant girl to ‘save’ family 

honourhonourhonourhonour    

In yet another suspected honour killing in Uttar 

Pradesh, a man allegedly hacked to death his 17-year-

old pregnant daughter in Barabanki district after she 

insisted on marrying the person she loved. 

 

The man, identified as Musheer, killed his daughter 

Nagma with an axe, while she was sleeping on the roof 

of her house at Meerapur village. 

Deccan Herald, June 15, 2011 

 

Child Marriages high in KeralaChild Marriages high in KeralaChild Marriages high in KeralaChild Marriages high in Kerala    

Over 45,000 child marriages, bulk of them from the Over 45,000 child marriages, bulk of them from the Over 45,000 child marriages, bulk of them from the Over 45,000 child marriages, bulk of them from the 

Muslim community, have occurred in Kerala since Muslim community, have occurred in Kerala since Muslim community, have occurred in Kerala since Muslim community, have occurred in Kerala since 

2001.2001.2001.2001.    

 

The data made available to an RTI applicant has raised 

serious questions about the status of women in “God’s 

own country’.  According to the data, 18,033 marriages 

were performed during 2001-2002, out of which 352 

involved girls aged 13 and 14 years while 918 were 

those aged 14 to 15 years.  In all, 2,450 marriages 

involved girls aged 15-16 years and 7,450 were in the 

age group of 16-17.  The bulk of the marriages 

happened in 17-18 year age group that year – 15,282. 
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Similar figures have been recorded for 2002-2003 also 

when 18,033 child marriages took place.  The 

information was given to Punarjani Charitable Trust, a 

forum of women lawyers based in Kozhikode. 

 

Advocate Sapna, representing the trust, said: “Despite 

the strong provisions of the Child Marriage Restraint 

Act, this social evil is quite common in our state.  We 

are to file a writ petition,” she said. 

 

However, in recent years there has been a downslide.  

During 2007-2009, Malappuram district recorded 5,829 

child marriages. 

 

Interestingly, while bulk of the marriages involved 

Muslim girls, others have also not eschewed the social 

evil.  For instance, in 2008, while 4,249 of the 4,955 

brides in the child marriages were Muslims, 339 were 

Scheduled Castes, 55 were Scheduled Tribe girls and 

312 from other communities.  Over 80 per cent of 

marriages happening in the Nilambur panchayat are 

child marriages.  The reasons were not complex to seek.  

“Boys marry early and use the dowry to either to fly to 

the Gulf for a job or start a business. 

 

Progressive Muslim thinker Prof M N Karassery told 

Deccan Herald that he figures were stunning.  “Right 

from the beginning, a section of Muslims was against 

fixing an age limit for marriage of girls saying that the 

religion did not permit such a condition.  However, the 

Muslim community in the State was believed to have 

been on the path of self-realisation that early marriage 

for girls would affect their employment, social life and 

future,” he said. 

Deccan Herald, June 20, 2011 

 

100 men ‘exploited’ minor girl100 men ‘exploited’ minor girl100 men ‘exploited’ minor girl100 men ‘exploited’ minor girl    

Police teams have been sent to Tamil Nadu, Karnataka 

and various parts of Kerala to nab at least 70 persons for 

the alleged sexual exploitation of a 14-year-old girl in 

connivance with her father in Kerala. 

 

The action came after the girl told the police on how 

she was allegedly exploited, including by her own 

father.  She is now treated for venereal diseases at a 

government hospital in Kochi.  According to the police 

who believe that 100-odd persons might be involved in 

the case, 29 had been arrested in recent days. 

 

The girl told the police that her father, who used to do 

odd roles in Malayalam films, first exploited her and 

then let many others in the industry and outside to do 

the same.  The girl had revealed to a close relative 

about her plight following which a police complaint 

was filed some three months ago. 

Deccan Herald, June 20, 2011 

 

Dalit girl raped, minor stabbed in eyes Dalit girl raped, minor stabbed in eyes Dalit girl raped, minor stabbed in eyes Dalit girl raped, minor stabbed in eyes 

while resisting rapewhile resisting rapewhile resisting rapewhile resisting rape    

A minor Dalit girl in Uttar Pradesh’s Kannauj district 

was beaten up by two teenagers and stabbed in the eyes 

when she resisted their attempt to rape her. 

In Basti district, another Dalit girl was allegedly raped 

by a youth at gunpoint. 

The Hindu, June 20, 2011 

 

U P Woman gang raped, burnt aliveU P Woman gang raped, burnt aliveU P Woman gang raped, burnt aliveU P Woman gang raped, burnt alive    

5 rape incidents reported in state in the past two days5 rape incidents reported in state in the past two days5 rape incidents reported in state in the past two days5 rape incidents reported in state in the past two days    

Amidst an appalling state of affairs in Uttar Pradesh, yet 

another shocking incident of a woman being allegedly 

gang raped before being burnt has come to light. 

 

According to the police, three persons barged into the 

house of the woman at Sabhapur village in the district 

on night and allegedly raped her.  The culprits doused 

the victim with kerosene and set her on fire.  She was 

rushed to the hospital but was declared brought dead. 

 

The government has suspended the SHO of the local 

police station after it turned out that he had declared 

the killing as a suicide. 

Deccan Herald, June 21, 2011 
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State has poor record on tribal rightsState has poor record on tribal rightsState has poor record on tribal rightsState has poor record on tribal rights    

Karnataka has among the worst track records in the 

country in meeting the rights of tribal communities, 

the latest figures with the Union Ministry of Tribal 

Affairs reveal. 

Recently, the State government opposed UNESCO’s 

nomination of the Western Ghats as a heritage site on 

the grounds that tribal rights could be violated, and that 

forest dwelling communities could even face eviction. 

 

However, Karnataka features at the bottom of the 

ranking of States in implementing the Forest Rights 

Act, 2006 (FRA).  Of the 1,63,090 applications received 

from individuals and communities to claim title deeds 

on forest land that they have lived and worked on for 

generations, only an abysmal 6,522 title deeds or 3.00 

per cent – have been granted. 

 

As many as 1,43,825 claims have been rejected by the 

Deputy Commissioners of districts across the State 

between 2006 when the Act came into force today. 

 

Tripura on top: While Tripura ranks number one on 

the performance list, having granted 67.64 per cent of 

the claims received,  Karnataka comes a distant 15, after 

Uttar Pradesh and Gujarat, which have granted 12.87 

per cent and 13.41 per cent respectively. 

 

Only three States are worse off than Karnataka: Bihar, 

Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand.  The remaining 

nine States, which include Goa, Sikkim and the 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands, have not received 

claims. 

 

Karnataka has distributed 8500.22 acres of forest land, 

which accounts for 0.07 per cent of the total forest area 

in the State. Several other important provisions of the 

Forest Rights Act have not been met, points out Roy 

David, convener of the National Adivasi Alliance under 

whose umbrella are tribal rights groups such as 

Budakattu Krishikara Sangha, which has protested the 

lack of consultation during the UNESCO nomination. 

In the past, forest communities have not been consulted 

before the declaration of the State’s six tiger reserves: 

Nagarahole, Bandipur, Dandeli-Anshi, Bhadra, 

Kudremukh and BR Hills. 

 

These involve the creation of inviolate zones and the 

potential relocation of tribal communities, while the 

FRA mandates that the consent of forest communities 

should be obtained before declaring a management 

status to a forest, he added. 

 

Hundreds of families have already been relocated from 

the Bhadra and Nagarahole Tiger Reserves, and the 

process of rehabilitation has begun in the Kudremukh 

National Park. 

 

In Nagarahole, where relocation began in 2006-07 and 

150 families were relocated only two months ago, Mr. 

David points to violations of community rights as 

enshrined in the FRA. 

 

“Communities have been prevented from collecting 

minor forest produce that is essential to their 

livelihood”, he said. 

 

In a similar incident last year, the Soligas of BR Hills 

protested the tiger reserve status proposed for the forest 

fearing the loss of the land they have cultivated for 

centuries and access to forest produce – honey, lichen 

and gooseberry – upon which their livelihoods are 

based. 

The Hindu, June 21, 2011 

 

High Court seeks action plan to eradicate High Court seeks action plan to eradicate High Court seeks action plan to eradicate High Court seeks action plan to eradicate 

manual scavengingmanual scavengingmanual scavengingmanual scavenging    

The High Court Division Bench Bangalore comprising 

Chief Justice J.S. Khehar  and Justice H.G. Ramesh 

directed the State Government to submit an action plan 

based on the suggestions given by the Karnataka State 

Legal Services Authority (KSLSA) to eradicate the 

practice of manual scavenging in the State. The KSLSA 

report had pointed out that there is no underground 
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drainage (UGD) facility in 56 municipal councils, 66 

town municipal councils and 13 city municipal 

councils. 

 

The report recommended stopping of the practice of 

outsourcing the work of maintenance of sewerages 

system. 

The Hindu, June 21, 2011 

 

Dalit families ostracizedDalit families ostracizedDalit families ostracizedDalit families ostracized    

Community members were assaulted for frivolous Community members were assaulted for frivolous Community members were assaulted for frivolous Community members were assaulted for frivolous 

reasons: BSPreasons: BSPreasons: BSPreasons: BSP    

The Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) has alleged that 

members of the upper caste had committed atrocities 

and imposed a boycott on 50 dalit families of Yaragoppa 

S B village of Badami taluk in the district. 

Members of the upper castes beat up women and the 

elderly among the dalits and their household items 

were damaged.  A boycott was imposed on them.  The 

boycott has made it impossible for the dalits to move 

about in the village and purchase essential items in the 

shops.  A case of atrocities has been registered against 

30 members of the upper castes.  Another complaint 

has been filed by the upper castes against 35 dalits due 

to a political ploy. 

 

Efforts were being made to project the dalits as the 

wrong doers.  Mr. Y C Kambale, district convener of 

the BSP demanded that a probe committee of district 

level officials be formed for protection of dalits who 

face social boycott.  He said a gruel centre should be 

opened to rehabilitate the dalit families and demanded 

that the false cases lodged against them be withdrawn.  

Alleging that cases of atrocities on dalits had gone u 

since the BJP came to power in the State, Kambale 

warned of an agitation throughout the State, if the 

government does not take the necessary steps.  BSP 

leaders submitted a memorandum, along with the dalits 

facing the boycott, to the deputy commissioner and the 

social welfare officer.  The party’s district president 

Mahendra R Kambale and other were present at the 

press meet. 

Deccan Herald, June 22, 2011 

Prostitution Rackets: Police Violating Prostitution Rackets: Police Violating Prostitution Rackets: Police Violating Prostitution Rackets: Police Violating 

Human RightsHuman RightsHuman RightsHuman Rights    

Nowadays, police are releasing many details and even Nowadays, police are releasing many details and even Nowadays, police are releasing many details and even Nowadays, police are releasing many details and even 

photographs of women who are arrested on charges of photographs of women who are arrested on charges of photographs of women who are arrested on charges of photographs of women who are arrested on charges of 

prostitution.  prostitution.  prostitution.  prostitution.  Naveen AmmembalaNaveen AmmembalaNaveen AmmembalaNaveen Ammembala    reports that reports that reports that reports that 

this is violation of Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act this is violation of Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act this is violation of Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act this is violation of Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act 

and the women’s human rights.and the women’s human rights.and the women’s human rights.and the women’s human rights.    

    

According to the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act 

(PITA), “prostitution” means sexual exploitation or 

abuse of persons for commercial purposes or for 

consideration in money or in any other kind and the 

expression “prostitute” should be construed 

accordingly. 

 

In the Indian context, the victims of prostitution 

rackets are mainly women.  Also, there are persons who 

run prostitution rackets or who traffic (pimps) women/

girls to this business. 

 

The Bangalore city police, mainly the personnel of the 

Women and Narcotics Wing of the Central Crime 

Branch (CCB) regularly raid the brothels, bars and 

restaurants or massage parlours and arrest women and 

some pimps, alleging that they are involved in 

prostitution.  They release such information to the 

media.  Going a step ahead, they are, nowadays, 

releasing many details and even photographs of the 

victims, which is a clear violation of the human rights 

of the victims and thus not following the PITA 

properly. 

 

They, like any other police, are more interested in 

booking women as prostitutes and sometimes register 

case on the pimps too (Actually, the arrested women 

are victims to the media and it is evident that they are 

negligent towards Indian Constitution where respecting 

women is one among the many fundamental duties of 

the Indian citizen.) 

They even provide visuals to the local TV channels and 

thus violate the very human right of the woman who is 

shown as arrested by the police for ‘soliciting 

customers’. 
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Generally, the accused in various cases are produced in 

the court with black masks as the police do not want 

anyone to identify them.  The police say it’s not proper 

as the law of the land does not allow it.  However, the 

victims of the prostitution rackets are not taken care of 

by the police in this aspect. 

 

According to a senior police officer, the photo or video 

of the accused may be published or circulated once the 

charge-sheet is filed against them.  Though the FIR is 

registered, the person is considered as accused only 

after the police file a charge-sheet. 

 

“The photographs of the women victims who are 

wrongly booked as accused for allegedly soliciting 

customers are easily allowed for publication by the 

police.  They are actually trafficked or forcibly asked to 

solicit customers by some powerful mafia/persons.  The 

photographs of the persons who actually run the 

prostitution rackets are not given for publication.  

Why?”  asked a victim of this racket. 

 

Anther woman who is a victim of the police’s act said, 

“If the police do like this, who will take care of our 

family life?  If they release the photos of those women, 

how they can live in this society and show face to the 

public?  If something happens to their life, would the 

police take the responsibility? If she wants to marry 

someone and lead a normal life who will come forward 

to help her?  The police book cases again and again.  If 

somebody is arrested once, they spoil the life of the 

women by doing these things.  Women legally have to 

be considered as victims, but not accused”. 

    

Recent ViolationsRecent ViolationsRecent ViolationsRecent Violations    

January 20, 2011January 20, 2011January 20, 2011January 20, 2011: A famous film actress who acted 

in major South Indian movies in important 

roles was arrested with two men at a five-

star hotel near Mallya Road for indulging 

in ‘flesh trade’ (This word was used by the 

police).  The police said that they found the 

actress was “brought in to” provide sexual 

favours to a CEO of a software company in 

the hotel.  Here the police allowed the 

actress to be shot by the TV crew when she 

was being taken in custody. 

 

May 12, 2011May 12, 2011May 12, 2011May 12, 2011: The CCB officials raided a massage 

parlour on Jayamahal Third Main Road and 

arrested 19 persons, including 10 women, 

for alleged prostitution.  Police released a 

press note with names and photographs of 

each accused.  The photo of the main 

accused was also released to media, saying 

she is absconding and she went to UK to 

see her son who is not well. 

 

June 2, 2011June 2, 2011June 2, 2011June 2, 2011: The CCB police arrested four persons, 

including two women.  According to 

police, they came near Madhu Hotel to run 

prostitution business on May 31.  Police 

openly declared the names and addresses of 

the women and their profession of acting in 

serials.  Police have gone to the extent of 

details of the women artistes including 

their serials, movies and even their photos 

were released to the media. 

 

June3, 2011June3, 2011June3, 2011June3, 2011: Jalahalli police arrested eight persons, 

including five girls, who are trafficked from 

West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Davangere 

and other places.  The police, this time, did 

not hesitate to publish the details of the 

names of their husbands/fathers.  In the 

press note, they also said that the accused 

women were trafficked from Andhra 

Pradesh and Kolkata by two persons 

namely Suresh and Santosh. 

 

June 8, 2011June 8, 2011June 8, 2011June 8, 2011: The CCB police raided an apartment 

in Ashokanagar police station limits and 

arrested four persons, including two girls 

aged 23 and 21.  The girls were actually 

trafficked to Bangalore from Mumbai and 

Delhi by Ravi and Ballu, the actual 

offenders.  The police released the 

photographs of the girls. 

The New Indian Express, June 23, 2011 
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Dalit Family BoycottedDalit Family BoycottedDalit Family BoycottedDalit Family Boycotted    

A Dalit family that refused to carry the carcass of dead 

animals, beat drums during festivals and ceremonies 

and dig a pit to bury bodies, has been socially boycotted 

in Wadambalu village in Hunsur taluk, Karnataka. 

 

Mahadeva, a dalit, was stopped from entering fields in 

the village.  He surprised everyone by refusing to 

follow their dictates.  Enraged over this, villagers 

imposed a social boycott on the family and ordered 

them not to enter the village.  The dalit family lodged a 

compliant at Hunsur Rural police station.  However, 

the police failed to take action.  Villagers attacked both 

Mahadev and his wife Lakshmi for entering their land.  

The injured couple was admitted to a hospital.  The 

dalit organizations alleged that Hunsur police were 

inefficient. 

The New Indian Express, June 23, 2011 

    

The heavy caste of rehabilitationThe heavy caste of rehabilitationThe heavy caste of rehabilitationThe heavy caste of rehabilitation    

The deluge of October-November 2009 wiped out 

houses by the thousands in north Karnataka virtually 

sweeping the villages clean, but even nature’s fury has 

failed to eradicate castism. 

 

Many families who lost their houses in the floods two 

years ago have demanded that the newly-built Aasare 

houses be allotted caste-wise so that they would not 

have “social inferiors” as their neighbours. 

 

And in an appalling and shameful surrender, the State 

Government has agreed.  The evil of social stratification 

has raised its ugly head in the allotment of houses 

constructed for the flood-affected families under the 

Aasare scheme in a few villages of Siruguppa taluk in 

the district.  These people lost their houses in the floods 

in Tungabhadra and Hagari rivers that were swollen 

with heavy rain. 

 

Unwanted neighbors:  But many families have insisted 

that they do not want “other castes” as neighbours or 

even on the streets they live in. 

The State government, instead of turning down the 

demand, has acceded to it, and has agreed to allot the 

houses in the new housing colonies in accordance with 

the occupancy pattern in the old villages.  Castiesm 

came to the fore during the government organized 

programme to allot the houses by lots at Siruguppa on 

June 22. 

Deccan Herald, June 24, 2011 

 

Waking up to the missing girl childWaking up to the missing girl childWaking up to the missing girl childWaking up to the missing girl child    

There are laws against misuse of sex determination tests There are laws against misuse of sex determination tests There are laws against misuse of sex determination tests There are laws against misuse of sex determination tests 

but they are poorly implementedbut they are poorly implementedbut they are poorly implementedbut they are poorly implemented    

 

The steady slide in the child sex ratio in Karnataka – 

from 946 in the 2001 census to 943 in 2011 – appears to 

have suddenly reminded the Health Department of a 

law that has been in existence since 1994 to prevent 

female foeticide. 

 

The department, the nodal agency to implement the 

Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques 

(Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Act 1994, is now 

scrambling to apply some of the basic rules mandated 

under legislation aimed at prevention of sex detection 

and termination of female foetus. 

 

While it has hitherto only maintained a handwritten 

list of newly-opened scanning centres every month, it 

is now not only computerizing data but also keeping a 

closer watch on the centres. 

 

The GuidelinesThe GuidelinesThe GuidelinesThe Guidelines:  According to a senior official of the 

District Health Office, Bangalore, the name of the 

doctors at a centre, their qualification and registration 

with the Karnataka Medical Council, the time at which 

they work at a particular centre and registration details 

of the sonography equipment will be recorded. 

 

While much of this data was to be maintained by the 

District Health Office as per the Act, very few of the 

guidelines have been followed till now. 
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M. Thimmappa, District Health Officer for Bangalore 

Urban, who heads the Bangalore District Appropriate 

Authority (PC and PNDT Act), admitted that the 

monitoring has been lax.  “We have started online 

submission of records now,” he added. 

The department is contemplating stringent guidelines 

on who can be a qualified sinologist. Many of them 

work with a radiologist for six months and apply for 

certification.  But nobody knows the eligibility criteria 

to define the seniority of these radiologists to train 

others, he said. 

 

The advisory committee has now written to the State 

Government to define the eligibility criteria of trainers 

for sonologists. 

 

However, even the scanty statistics available in the 

District Health Office provides an indication of the 

mushrooming of scanning centres.  On an average, five 

or six of them apply for registration every month. 

 

As many as 40 new ones have opened in Bangalore 

since January this year alone.  At least 800 scanning 

centres are functional in the city now and new ones are 

opening every month.  While these indicate the 

increasing access to sonography in every corner of the 

city, the department has no breakup of the exact 

number of prenatal scans and of medical terminations 

of pregnancies conducted. 

 

The mechanism for inspection and follow-up, as 

mandated by legislation, has also been poor.  According 

to the third quarterly report for 2010 by district-level 

advisory committees, nominated under the Act, 722 

inspections were conducted in various districts and 48 

notices served.  Cases were filed against 11 centres, all 

of which are in court. 

In Bangalore (Urban) there were 77 inspections, 20 

notices served and two cases filed. 

“Although we try to close down centres for non-

compliance, they obtain a court stay on our orders,” 

says Dr. Thimmappa. 

 

Social, economic factors:  Vasundhara Bhupathi, PC and 

PNDT District Advisory Committee member, says 

while implementation of the law is a crucial aspect of 

preventing female foeticide, there should be change in 

the mindset of people if there has to be a dramatic 

change in the status of a female child. 

 

Ironically, female foeticide has gone up after women 

came to acquire property rights.  Many parents want to 

ensure that property remains within the family; the 

basic feudal mindset has not changed even though laws 

have.  Issues such as high prevalence of dowry play a 

big role,” she says, pointing to a range of complex social 

dynamics behind sex selection and termination. 

 

A recent study by the medical journal, The Lancet, 

showed that sex selection is more common for the 

second child, when the first is a girl.  It also says that 

sex ratio is more skewed in the children of educated 

mothers than those of illiterate mothers. 

 

According to an article by Sabu M. George of the 

Centre for Women’s Development Studies, New Delhi, 

published in The Lancet in 2006, the number of 

ultrasound machines manufactured in India increased 

33 times between 1988 and 2003.  Citing government 

data, he says after the economic liberalization of the 

early 1990, the annual production increased from a few 

hundreds to thousands.  It was, 1314 during 1988-91 

and rose to 19581 during 2000-03, he adds, pointing to 

the inextricable linkage between economy and social 

practices. 

The Hindu, June 28, 2011 

 

Buddhist nun gangBuddhist nun gangBuddhist nun gangBuddhist nun gang----raped in Nepal busraped in Nepal busraped in Nepal busraped in Nepal bus    

A 21-year-old Buddhist nun was gang-raped by five 

men inside a bus in eastern Nepal.  The victim, a 

resident of Bhojpur district in eastern Nepal, was 

traveling by bus when she was attacked by the group, 

which also included the driver of the bus. 

Deccan Herald, June 28, 2011 

 


