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Adivasis at the cross roadsAdivasis at the cross roadsAdivasis at the cross roadsAdivasis at the cross roads    

The General Assembly of the United 

Nations has passed a resolution in 1994 to 

celebrate August 9 as the Day for the 

World’s Indigenous People.  The main 

objective is to acknowledge the significant 

place that indigenous cultures occupy in 

the world’s cultural landscape, and the 

important contribution they make to our 

rich cultural diversity.  This decade is also 

the second international decade for 

indigenous people to highlight and 

strengthen international cooperation to 

solve the problems faced by indigenous 

people in such areas as culture, education, 

human rights, the environment, and social 

and economic development. 

 

In India indigenous people are known as 

‘adivasis’, the people who are the original 

inhabitants of the land.  They constitute 

about 8 per cent of the Indian population – 

85 million, living in 15 per cent of 

geographical area.  They are categorized as 

‘adivasis’ or tribes.  Mostly they live in the 

forest regions of central, eastern and 

northeastern part of India. 

 

The stock taking of the policies that affect 

the indigenous people India shows that 

rather than solving the problems faced by 

them, there is increased conflict over 

natural resources in the tribal areas.  This 

has led to a civil war-like situation, in 

which the extremists under the banner of 

naxalites are fighting a pitched battle with 

the forces of local government. 

 

Amidst the negative policies of the 

government some positive initiatives stand 

out as proactive towards tribal 

communities.  In the North Eastern region, 

the case of Apa tani tribes in Arunachal 

Pradesh living in Ziro Valley is a unique 

example.  They have been allowed self 

governance with minimal interventions, 

and protecting them from outside 

exploitation.  This approach has led to 

flowering of independent, self-confident 

community who excel in many fields.  

Without losing their tribal values, they 

have assimilated into the globalised world. 

 

Proactive Policy:  The central government 

was compelled to follow this policy due to 

the geo political nature of the region, 

which is adjacent to China.  For strategic 

reasons, they wanted a friendly 

community on the border, to check the 

influence of the Chinese.  This proactive 

policy has paid rich dividends, which has 

been repeated in Sikkim.  Nevertheless, in 

other parts of North East, especially in 

Nagaland and now in Tripura the central 

government has deliberately followed a 

policy of antagonizing the people through 

fake democratic processes and setting up of 
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puppet governments.  This has escalated the tensions, 

with a long standing secessionist struggle. 

 

The enacting of Forest Right Act (FRA) in 2004 is 

another landmark policy initiative that is aimed 

towards empowering the tribal population.  Alarmed by 

the increasing influence of naxalites in central and 

eastern part of India, the centre passed the FRA, under 

which the tribal’s are supposed to get the rights over 

the land they wee cultivating. 

 

These positive initiatives fade into thin air as we look 

into the appalling conditions of tribes in central and 

eastern part of India.  They have been at the receiving 

end in Orissa, Jharkhand and Chhatisgarh.  The FRA is 

rarely put into practice, as the tardy implementation by 

state government shows their inertia.  According to Dr. 

Roy Burman, an anthropologist working on tribal issues 

“there is systematic dispossession of the tribal people 

from land and forest resources, which they have been 

holding for generations, the present policy of corporate 

entry in tribal hinterland would lead to mass 

dispossession at an unprecedented scale in central and 

eastern parts of the country. 

 

This is further reinforced by the Supreme Court, which 

stated that the state-sponsored counter insurgency of 

“Salwa Judum’ in Bastar, Chhattisgarh is against human 

rights and in violation of the constitution.  The apex 

court also indicted the neo liberal development 

paradigm that resulted in appropriation of the natural 

resources by corporate for creating wealth at the cost of 

tribal communities. 

 

The ongoing development and the craze of ruling elite, 

with the support of rising middle class is keen to stake 

its claim on the tribal hinterland to satisfy its unending 

appetite for resources.  There is every possibility that 

the adivasis will meet the same fate as those of red 

Indian tribes in Unites States, eroding their tribal values 

and pushed into their ‘reserves’ to be kept as museum 

pieces. 

 

While celebrating the World Indigenous People’s Day, 

our politicians and policy makers would speak in favour 

of them, assuring all possible help to resurrect their 

dignity.  But people living in remote regions are well 

aware of these hollow assurances.  They have been 

pushed to the end of the cliff, n which one side they 

face the extremist naxalites and on the other the 

onslaught of development. 

 

Ironically, the world’s largest democracy is not keen to 

give them a third choice, an alternative to practice their 

own way of life of self governance. 

Deccan Herald, August 9, 2011 

        

‘HIV Widows Are Being Exploited’‘HIV Widows Are Being Exploited’‘HIV Widows Are Being Exploited’‘HIV Widows Are Being Exploited’    

A scandal involving government health staff sexually 

exploiting HIV positive widows seems to be unfolding 

in Belgaum district in Karnataka. 

 

Thirty-five-year-old Anagha (name changed), HIV 

positive widow, revealed to Belgaum superintendent of 

police Sandeep Patil the staff of health centres, widow 

pensioners office and members of the gram panchayat 

have been sexually exploiting women like her for the 

last six months in the district. 

 

The stunned SP listened as Anagha, who was 

accompanied to the SP’s office by Express, narrated her 

tale and those of some 20 other HIV positive women. 

 

Anagha, a widow with two children told Patil that 

whenever the women approached the health centre for 

the prescribed medicines, a few staff members there 

forced these women to have “safe sex”.  She claimed 

that even health centres in Chikodi taluk were involved 

in these activities. 

 

Under a government scheme, HIV positive widows are 

provided medicines at health centres, which they have 

to approach periodically to take drugs that are available 

only at government outlets. 
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Anagha said that if the women refused to oblige, the 

staffers would deny them vital medicines the women 

have to collect every month from the centres.  She said 

that in rural areas, gram panchayat members have also 

been sexually harassing HIV positive women, who 

approach them for government benefits. 

 

“More than the stigma of HIV, it is this sexual 

harassment which is killing me.  Ending my life is no 

answer as there will be no one to take care of my 

children, said Anagha. 

 

She said she was helpless since she feared harm if she 

confronted the culprits. 

 

Anagha told the SP that if he assured secrecy and 

protection to the women, she would provide details of 

more such victims.  Patil told Express that he has taken 

serious note of the complaint and assured a trap will be 

laid to nab the culprits. 

The New Indian Express, August 2, 2011 

 

Woman GangWoman GangWoman GangWoman Gang----rapedrapedrapedraped    

A 38-year-old woman was raped and robbed by three 

unknown miscreants near Nayandahalli Junction on 

Mysore Road in Bangalore.  The victim was alone in the 

city, while her husband and children are in their native 

village. 

The New Indian Express, August 2, 2011 

 

SHRC raids rehab centreSHRC raids rehab centreSHRC raids rehab centreSHRC raids rehab centre    

The Karnataka State Human Rights Commission raided 

a rehabilitation centre in Kadugodi and rescued 100 

inmates who were sheltered in three sheds without 

basic facilities. 

 

Based on the complaints of sub-human living 

conditions and irregularities, the Commission raided 

the centre ran by Sumana Social Service Society and 

arrested its founder Lakshminarayan and two members. 

The poultry farm was turned into a make-shift shed to 

shelter the victims, including alcoholics and 20 women.  

But, the SHRC officials said that many of the inmates 

were litigants in civil cases forcibly confined at the 

centre by their opponents for gains. 

Deccan Herald, August 2, 2011 

 

No safety for women anywhere…No safety for women anywhere…No safety for women anywhere…No safety for women anywhere…    

Eve teasing is a common problem faced by many Eve teasing is a common problem faced by many Eve teasing is a common problem faced by many Eve teasing is a common problem faced by many 

women in the Citywomen in the Citywomen in the Citywomen in the City    

 

Any woman who has done her fair share of traveling in 

the City will testify that eve teasing is a ridiculously 

common phenomenon.  In fact, several have taught 

themselves to turn a deaf ear to men who whistle or 

call out to them on the streets. 

 

The problem, however, is that eve teasing doesn’t 

always stop at jeering from a distance.  Women can also 

be subjected to mild forms of physical harassment, like 

being groped in buses or purposely bumped into on 

pavements.  Metrolife speaks to a few women to find 

out about their personal experiences, and the steps that 

they take to combat this menace. 

 

Khushi, a student of Bangalore University, feels that 

eve teasing is difficult to curb because of the frequency 

with which it occurs.  Ananya, another student, says, “I 

travel by bus everyday, and women are frequently 

teased and harassed in them.  I’ve noticed it happening 

at a lot of bus stops as well”. She adds that the best 

thing for a woman to do when faced by such a situation 

is to ignore it.  “I try to maintain my timings and avoid 

areas where I’m likely to get harassed by such men.  

But if someone does happen to whistle or call after me, 

I walk out of there as fast as possible.  I don’t think 

creating a scene will help in any way,” she adds.  

Manisa, an engineering student, agrees that eve teasing 

is a common occurrence in most crowded places. 

 

“It’s best for girls to be cautious when they are out on 

their own.  I avoid traveling late at nights for this 

reason, and always roam around with a group of my 
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friends,” she says.  When asked about whether they 

believe that measures like stationing more policemen in 

crowded areas or introducing a harsher penalty for this 

offence will help, most women remain skeptical. 

 

“Policemen aren’t bothered about our problems at all.  

They always advise us to simply walk quickly out of 

there and not argue.  It’s better to just avoid the topic,” 

says Khushi.  Manisa agrees with her.  “There are too 

many eve teasers out there.  A couple more policemen 

won’t make a difference in any way,” she says, 

 

However, Alok Kumar, the Joint Commissioner of 

Police, claims that measures have been taken to combat 

this menace.  “Policemen, who are deployed to take 

care of chain snatching and other robbery cases, are n 

the look out for eve teasing as well, since both are 

crimes directed against women.  We also have some 

patrolling around colleges during working hours.  In 

addition to this, there are 30 help lines where women, 

who re being harassed, can call.  And in this case, they 

will be directed to someone who can assist the. He says. 

Deccan Herald, August 3, 2011 

 

Sexual Abuse: Whither Vedapathasala?Sexual Abuse: Whither Vedapathasala?Sexual Abuse: Whither Vedapathasala?Sexual Abuse: Whither Vedapathasala?    

It was not one but two victims of sexual harassment in 

the latest incident at the TTD-run Vedapathasala at 

Dharmagiri, Tirumala here.  And, the number of 

accused is also more – three and not two as presumed 

earlier. 

 

Apart from the abuse of a 12-year-old boy, another of 

his classmates was also subjected to sexual abuse by 

seniors Muralikrisha, Sudarhsan and Sai Teja. 

 

The latter two are in the fourth year of a course in 

Smarta.  The two boys had allegedly been harassed and 

molested for a week before the first victim managed to 

get leave with the help of his teacher.  When he went 

home on July 28 he suffered from high fever.  After 

recovering from fever, he told his mother what had 

happened at the school.  The boy’s parents lodged a 

complaint with the school principal who, in turn, 

brought it to the notice of TTD higher officials and 

lodged a complaint with Tirumala DSP RN Sharma. 

 

According to the police, cases were registered against 

the three accused under the Ragging Prevention Act, 

Sec 377 of IPC for engaging in unnatural sexual act and 

under Sec 4 of IPC. 

 

TTD officials said the accused were expelled from the 

Vedapathasala after the incident came to the notice of 

TTD JEO.  Following a similar incident in the same 

educational institution some months ago, the TTD 

specified authority had formed a committee headed by 

the JEO to look into the lapses and ensure such 

incidents do not recur.  The committee is still working 

to set the matters straight. 

The New Indian Express, August 4, 2011 

 

Woman held in minor’s rapeWoman held in minor’s rapeWoman held in minor’s rapeWoman held in minor’s rape    

A minor girl, who was allegedly raped by several people 

after being kidnapped about two years ago, has filed a 

complaint, leading to the arrest of a 50-year-old 

woman, police said, reports PTI from 

Ramanathapuram. 

 

The woman had handed over the girl to a man, 

following which she was allegedly raped by several 

persons, police said.  The 17-year-old girl, who had 

escaped the clutches of her captors, had been rescued 

by the NGO in this town, whose director himself 

allegedly raped her, they said. 

Police said cases have been registered against 22 

persons so far, including the director of the NGO. 

Deccan Herald, August 8, 2011 

 

Minors found working in bagMinors found working in bagMinors found working in bagMinors found working in bag----making making making making 

unitunitunitunit    

A suspected child trafficker was handed over to the 

police by the Child Welfare Committee (CWC) for 

boys. 
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Jabbar Ul Haq was taken into custody by the Wilson 

Garden police, after he admitted that he had brought 

three children from Nepal, to work in a bag-making 

unit at Shivajinagar. 

 

The incident came to light after an NGO – Justice and 

Care – got to know about underage children (below 18 

years) being employed at the bag-making unit.  The 

NGO complained to the Department of Labour, the 

Police and the Makkala Sahaya Vani.  The police raided 

the unit and rescued nine children from Nepal.  Three 

of them were minors.  All the children were handed 

over to the Balamandira. 

Deccan Herald, August 10, 2011 

 

Youth stripped for ‘harassing’ girl in UPYouth stripped for ‘harassing’ girl in UPYouth stripped for ‘harassing’ girl in UPYouth stripped for ‘harassing’ girl in UP    

In a classic case of mob taking law into their own 

hands, villagers in Uttar Pradesh’s Jhansi district 

stripped and paraded a youth for allegedly harassing a 

girl of their village. 

 

The youth, Sanjay Singh, who invited the wrath of the 

self-styled moral brigade by constantly troubling a girl, 

was also made to eat feces before being beaten up at 

Sheekla village. 

Deccan Herald, August 15, 2011. 

 

Man held on rape chargeMan held on rape chargeMan held on rape chargeMan held on rape charge    

The police revealed that a 44-year-old man allegedly 

tried t rape his 13-year-old daughter in the Janatha 

Colony in Kunigal taluk in Karnataka.  The girl’s 

maternal uncle has filed a complaint with the Kunigal 

police. 

The police said that the man had two daughters from 

his wife.  But due to a family dispute, his wife left him a 

few years ago taking the eldest daughter with her to 

Bangalore.  The younger daughter was staying in her 

maternal grandparents’ house.  Then the man married 

another woman.  The victim, i.e., the younger daughter 

who is studying in the ninth standard, has been staying 

with her father and stepmother for the past one year. 

The Hindu, August 25, 2011 

Under trial girl gangUnder trial girl gangUnder trial girl gangUnder trial girl gang----raped in Bihar police raped in Bihar police raped in Bihar police raped in Bihar police 

stationstationstationstation    

    

A 19-year-old woman under-trial, facing murder 

charge, was gang raped at the Majhi police station in 

Saran district in Bihar. 

 

The cops present there allegedly drugged her before 

perpetrating the crime.  After the woman lodged an 

FIR, District Magistrate Vinay Kumar constituted a 

medical board, which confirmed custodial rape.  As a 

consequence, the DIG, Saran Range, Sunil Kumar, has 

suspended Kapurnath Sharma, the officer-in-charge of 

the Majhi police station. 

 

The woman was brought from the Chapra jail on 

remand for interrogation in a murder case in which she 

was the prime accused.  The under-trial said in her 

complaint that the cps gave her tea laced with sedatives 

on August 19.  “I fell unconscious after drinking tea.  

Subsequently, the policemen raped me one by one,” she 

said in her FIR, ad reiterated the charge before the 

Additional District Magistrate Chapra, Tarini Das. 

 

Eventually, the district magistrate constituted a five 

member medical board headed by Dr Shambhunath 

Singh, and which also included two lady doctors Dr. 

Kiran Lhha and Dr. N Singh.  The report submitted to 

the court as well.  District said: “There are bruises on 

the private part of her body.  The possibility of the rape 

cannot be ruled out but the lady was accustomed to 

intercourse.  She had been examined in jail which 

suggested that she was used to intercourse.  The woman 

under-trial is in judicial custody in connection with the 

murder of 15 year Deepak. The woman in her 

statement to the police said that since Deepak had tried 

to outrage her modesty, she forcefully squeezed his 

testicles, following which he died. 

Deccan Herald, August 25, 2011 

 

 

 



 (Human Rights Diary)6 

Vigil India Movement 

1089 children below 14 missing from bala 1089 children below 14 missing from bala 1089 children below 14 missing from bala 1089 children below 14 missing from bala 

mandirs in last five yearsmandirs in last five yearsmandirs in last five yearsmandirs in last five years    

Four girls committed suicide in Bangalore bala mandirs Four girls committed suicide in Bangalore bala mandirs Four girls committed suicide in Bangalore bala mandirs Four girls committed suicide in Bangalore bala mandirs 

in the same periodin the same periodin the same periodin the same period    

 

As many as 1089 children below 14 years have gone 

missing from 34 bala mandirs in Karnataka State in the 

last five years, according to M.L. Parashuram, President 

Odanadi Seva Samste, an organization working for 

sexually harassed women. 

 

Mr. Parashuram said that four girls committed suicide 

at bala mandirs in Bangalore in the last five years. 

 

The samste got to know about the missing children 

through the Right to Information Act. 

 

As many as 226 residents went missing from the 

government bala mandir for boys in Bangalore.  As 

many as 135 disappeared in Gulbarga, 116 in Hassan, 

111 in Davangere, 83 in Bellary, and 32 in Mysore. 

 

Among girls, 34 went missing from the government 

bala mandir in Mysore, 18 from Bangalore 11 from 

Bijapur, and nine each from Tumkur and Hubli. 

 

Poor Conditions:  Various reasons have been cited for 

the disappearance of children.  They were made to live 

in poor conditions and there was no proper attempt to 

make them lead a normal life, Mr. Parashuram said. 

 

Counselors remained absent at many bala mandirs.  In 

some cases, children were used by bala mandir 

supervisors as domestic help. 

 

Based on a petition by the samste, the Karnataka State 

Commission for Protection of Child Rights, in an 

interim order passed on July 17, asked the Chief 

secretary to take steps to initiate an inquiry by forming 

a three-member committee involving retired judges 

and submit a report in six months, Mr. Parashuram 

said.  He had filed a public interest litigation petition 

against the State Government in the Karnataka High 

Court on the issue. 

 

The commission also asked the Department of Women 

and Child Development to conduct monthly review 

meetings to look into the issue. 

 

It directed the custodians of bala mandirs to inform the 

State Child Welfare Committee and the Juvenile Justice 

Board about the disappearance within 24 hours and 

register first information reports.  The commission also 

directed the Department of Women ad Child 

Development to submit a report once in three months 

on the number of missing children ad those traced 

later. 

The Hindu, August 28, 2011 

 

 

Dowry: Woman Ends LifeDowry: Woman Ends LifeDowry: Woman Ends LifeDowry: Woman Ends Life    

Unable to bear alleged dowry harassment, a newly-wed 

woman ended her life by setting herself on fire.  The 

incident was reported at Nayandahalli in 

Byatarayanapura police station limits. 

The New Sunday Express, August 28, 2011 

 

 

Raid Exposes Child Labour in Police Raid Exposes Child Labour in Police Raid Exposes Child Labour in Police Raid Exposes Child Labour in Police 

Inspector’s HouseInspector’s HouseInspector’s HouseInspector’s House    

In an incident that has left many a police official red-

faced, a team comprising members of the Child Welfare 

Committee (CWC), labour department officials and 

activists of Odanadi, an NGO, conducted a surprise raid 

on the residence of a police inspector in Mysore and 

rescued a 13-year-old girl who was made to work as a 

bonded labourer there for the last two years. 

The New Sunday Express, August 28, 2011 
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Dad sells newborn for Rs.2000 in Dad sells newborn for Rs.2000 in Dad sells newborn for Rs.2000 in Dad sells newborn for Rs.2000 in 

MangaloreMangaloreMangaloreMangalore    

In a bizarre incident, a man sold his two-day-old-son 

for Rs.2000 without the knowledge of his wife.  The 

incident came to light when the baby’s mother, 

Lakshmi, approached the police after realizing that the 

newborn was missing. 

 

Police said that Lakshmi’s husband, Kalandar alias Ravi, 

who was unemployed and was frustrated by lack of 

resources to sustain the family, reportedly decided to 

sell the baby after the birth of their second child.  The 

couple already has a three-year-old-son. 

Deccan Herald, August 29, 2011 

 

Newborn deaths account for 41% of child Newborn deaths account for 41% of child Newborn deaths account for 41% of child Newborn deaths account for 41% of child 

mortalitymortalitymortalitymortality    

Increased global focus on maternal and child health too 

often overlooks newborn deaths, which account for 

41%of child deaths, according to a new study published 

in the medical journal PLoS Medicine. 

 

India has the greatest number of newborn deaths – 

more than 9 lakh a year.  Just five countries now 

account for more than half of the world’s 3.3 million 

newborn deaths – India, Nigeria, Pakistan, China and 

Democratic Republic of Congo. 

 

Each year 3.3 million babies still die in the first four 

weeks of life – despite the existence of proven, cost-

effective interventions that could save these newborns, 

said the study’s co-author, Dr. Joy Lawn of Save the 

Children’s “Saving Newborn Lives’ programme. 

 

While the United Nations reports annually on deaths of 

children under ages 5 and 1 years, estimates for 

newborn deaths are released only occasionally. 

 

This new study – conducted by researchers at the 

World Health Organisation, ‘Save the Children’ and the 

London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine – 

provides the most comprehensive set of estimates to 

date, covering all 193 WHO member countries and 

spanning 20 years. 

 

The study finds that newborn deaths dropped from 4.6 

million to 3.3 million between 1990 and 2009.  But 

while the newborn mortality rate dropped 28 per cent 

during that time, it lagged behind maternal mortality 

(34 per cent reduction) and mortality of older children 

(37 per cent reduction for children ages 1 month to 5 

years). 

 

Newborn period:  As a result, the share of child deaths 

that occur in the newborn period rose from an already 

high 37 per cent to 41 per cent and will likely continue 

growing, the authors said. 

 

Nigeria rose from 5th to 2nd rank in the number of 

newborn deaths.  At the current rate of progress, it will 

take 155 years for African babies to have the same 

chance of survival as babies in high income countries 

have today.  The three leading causes of newborn death 

– preterm delivery, asphyxia and severe infections – are 

highly preventable with proper care. 

The Hindu, August 31, 2011 

 

Minor girls recovered from UP ‘spiritual Minor girls recovered from UP ‘spiritual Minor girls recovered from UP ‘spiritual Minor girls recovered from UP ‘spiritual 

school’school’school’school’    

 

Dozens of minor girls have been recovered from a 

school-cum-ashram in a posh locality in Uttar Pradesh’s 

Farrukhabad town, in what the police suspect an 

alleged case of sex-racket being run from the so-called 

‘Adhyatmik Ishwariya Vidyalaya’. 

Deccan Herald, August 31, 2011 

 

 

 

 


